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REVIVAL SERMONS. 



SERMON I. 



TRUTH AND EXCELLENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 

Their rock is not as onr Rock, even our enemies themsekes being 
judges. — Deut. xzzii. 31. 

These words form a part of what is usually 
denominated, '^ the Song of Moses." It is a 
poenv of singular beauty; and, by the best 
judges, is supposed to contain a specimen of 
almost every species of excellence in compo- 
sition. It opens with a sublime invocation 
of the heavens and the earth; evidently de- 
signed, to convey a strong idea of the pecu- 
liar importance of the subject matter of the 
poem. The sacred writer speaks sublimely 
of Israel's God : " Ascribe ye greatness unto 
our God," says he. "He is the Rock; his 
work is perfect, for all his ways are judgment : 
a God of truth, and without iniquity, just and 
right is he." The author of the poem then 

2 
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10 REVIVAL SERMONS. 

adverts to some instances of God's providen- 
tial care exercised over the tribes of Israel, 
particularly in conducting them, as on the 
wings of an eagle, tovrards the promised land. 
"As an eagle," says he, " stirreth up her nest; 
fluttereth over her young; spreadeth abroad 
her wings; taketh them; beareth them on her 
wings, so the Lord alone did lead him, and 
there was no strange god with him." This 
idea of the tribes of Israel being conducted 
out of Egypt, towards the promised land, as 
upon the wings of an eagle, is one of great 
sublimity, particularly, taken in connexion 
•with these words — "I kill, and I make alive; 
I wound and I heal; neither is there any that 
can deliver out of my hand ; for I lift my hand 
to heaven, and say, I live for ever." In com- 
parison with such a God, the idol gods of the 
heathen were emphatically, "vanity and a 
lie." No wonder, then, that Moses here in- 
dulges in the feelings of joy and triumph; no 
wonder that he uses the exulting language of 
our text; "Their rock is not as our Rock, even 
our enemies themselves being judges." Mark 
the expression! even our enemies themselves be- 
ing judges. Moses adverts, it seems, to some 
well knovm. instances, in which -the superi- 
ority of Israel's God was acknowledged, even 
by those who served other gods, which- indeed 
were no gods. This acknowledgment, it will 
be recollected, was made by the magicians of 
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REVIVAL SERMONS. 11 

Egypt, when, utterly unable to resist the 
miracles wrought by Moses, the servant of the 
tlrue God, they exclaimed, " This is the finger 
of God!" — that is, this miracle comes from the 
true God! This acknowledgment was also 
made by the horsemen of Pharaoh, when, ter- 
ror-stricken in the Red Sea, they cried out 
one to another, saying, " Let us flee from the 
face of Israel, for their God fighteth for them, 
against the Egyptians." It was, it seems, in 
reference to these, and similar cases, that 
Moses uses the exulting language, of our text: 
" Their ropk is not as our Rock, even our ene- 
mies themselves being judges." 

And now, my brethren, permit me to apply 
the passage before us to a class of persons not 
entirely dissimilar. I mean to those ranged 
under the banner of infidelity. Rejecting the 
sacred volume, they have a system of their own, 
(if system it may be called.) Now, in refer- 
ence to them, and their system, I feel very free 
to apply the language of our text : " Their 
rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies 
themselves being judges.-' It may be thought 
by some present, that the speaker is not happy 
in the selection of his subject this day, as 
there is, perhaps, not an avowed infidel in this 
assembly. But, suppose there be no avowed 
infidel present, there may be many spiced 
with infidelity; and amongst them, perhaps, 
some interesting young men, who, in their 
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12 REVIVAL SBRMONS. 

readit^, and travels, have had infidel eavils 
and objections brought before their minds, 
which they know not how to meet, the result 
is, they have become sceptical. This they are 
not exactly willing to confess, lest, perchance, 
it might reach a mother's ear, and pain a mo- 
th^'s heart! — but, thef seeds of infidelity are 
there ; and, so long as they exist in the bosom, 
they operate as serious barriers in the way of 
the soul's salvation. This being the case, it is 
proper that, occasionally, at least, the evi- 
dences of our holy religion should be laid be- 
fore every congregation. Those ranged under 
the banners of infidelity may plume them- 
selves upon their wisdom, and the great supe- 
riority of their discoveries, but, thank God ! 
we, who are Christians, occupy better ground 
than they do ; aiid may well say, with Moses, 
in the joy and triumph of our hearts—" their 
rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies 
themselves being judges." 

The supreme excellence, and great superi- 
ority of the Christian religion, will appear, I 
think, very clearly, in the three following par- 
ticulars : 

1. In the matter of evidence. 
11. In reference to the moral influence^ and 
III. In relation to the happiness of man. 

\. In the matter of evidence. Yes, my bre- 
thren, whatever witlings and infidels may say 
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KEVIVAL SERMONS. IS 

to the contrary, it is a stubborn fact, that this 
blessed volume, called the Bible, comes to us 
with credentials clear ! 



on every line 



Marked with the seal of high divinity : 
On every leaf, bedewed with drops 
Of love divine, and, with the eternal heraldry 
And signature of God Alipighty stamped 
From first to last," 

Yet the infidel rejects the sacred volume! 
and why? O! because he is a very reason-- 
able man, and cannot, forsooth, without a pros- 
tration of every thing like reason, embrace a 
system so preposterous and absurd ! ! Now Icit 
sound reasonings and facts be submitted to 
this enlightened and candid' assembly. 

1. If there be no divine revelation, as infi- 
dels are wont to affirm, herein is a marvellous 
thing, that there should be none ! And why ? 
For many reasons. One is this : There are 
certain questions propounded by human na- 
ture itself, weighty and important questions, 
and, which, in the very nature of the case, 
never can be answered without a divine reve- 
lation. For example. Where is God, my 
Maker? — The author of niy being, who is he? 
and what is he? It- will be recollected that 
this question was asked by Dyonisius, the 
tyrant of Syracuse, to Simonides, one of the 
seven wise men of Greece. The philosopher 
requested one day to think upon the subject: 
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14 REVIVAL SERMONS. 

at the expiration of that period he demarided 
two days, and then four! tioubling the time. 
When asked, why he ' demanded so much 
time? he repUed, " Sire^ the longer I think 
liipon this subject, the more I am lost in its dif- 
ficultjr and immensity." In the very nature of 
the case, it is none but God that can reveal 
God ; and yet, the infidel scouts the idea of the 
Scriptures having been divinely inspired! and 
he, a reasonable man ! But another question 
propounded by human natiire, is this: How 
can a man be justwith God ? How can a man, 
who is a sinner, obtain the forgiveness of his 
sins, and be restored to the favour of his* Ma- 
ker? This, my brethren, believe me, has for 
ages and ages been one of the liiost confound- 
ing and perplexing questions ever presented to 
the mind of man. Heathen sages, and some of 
the wise ones of the earth at the present day, 
talk about penances and pilgrimages, bloody 
sacrifices, costly offerings, repentance and re- 
formation, and many such like things. But it 
is all conjecture; and, in a matter of such im- 
mense importance, I want something better 
than conjecture. I am a sinner. I feel it, and, 
troubled on account X)f my sins, I ask, with 
trepidation — How can a man be just with 
God? How ':can I, a poor, burdened sinner, 
obtain the forgiveness of my sin, and be re- 
stored to the favour of my God 7 I listen, and 
there is no response! There can be none, save 
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REVIVAL SERMONS. 16 

from the throne of God! — and, without it, I 
live in. darkness : I die in gloom, and,, sinking 
in the cold embrace of deaths I have only to 
say, M^iththe dying Adrian, "Alas! my trem- 
bling, dear, departing soul, whither art thou 
going?" I say, there can be no response, to 
satisfy the troubled conscienqe, gave from the 
throne of God. The case is. clear. Take this 
illustration. I have injured you: upon reflec- 
tion, I. am very sorry for it, and 1 wish to 
know on what terms^ I may be restored to 
your favour. Shall I ask one of your ser- 
vants? He knows nothing at all about the 
matter. He can give nothing better than con- 
jecture. You,* my dear sir, the person injured, 
you only can tell me on what terms I may be 
restored to your favour. Eveii so, in the very 
nature of the case, it is none but God, himself, 
who can satisf$tctorily answer the question. 
How can a man. be just with God ? — ^and yet 
the infidel laughs at the idea of a divine reve- 
lation ! and plumes himself upon being a rea- 
sonable man! Not so very reasonable after 
all! Mark my word — ^not so very reasonable 
after all! But, . ^ 

2. If the Bible be not divinely inspired, 
herein, is another marvellous thing to be ac- 
counted for, that some' how or other this bless- 
ed volume answers all the purposes of a divine 
revelation. To say nothing of its giving, an 
account, and the only rational account, of the 
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16 REVIVAL SERMONS. 

creation of the world; of tke origin of sin; of 
the division of time into weeks of seven days; 
of the deluge; and other matters connected 
with the early history of the globe — ^is it not 
remkrkable, that the Bible answers most clear- 
ly and satisfactorily the questions propounded, 
as we have stated, by human nature itself? 
Take the first question, Where is God my 
Maker? or what is God? You recollect the 
reply of Simonides to the monarch who pro- 
pounded to him this question; " Sire, the more 
I think upon this subject; the more I am lost 
in its difficulty and immensity!" Now, ask 
the disciple whom Jesus loved the same ques- 
tion — John, w^hat is God7 " God is Love," says 
he. How beautiful! how sublime! But if you 
wish a more extended view of the Divitie char- 
acter, according to the Scriptures, "God is a 
Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in 
his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness, and truth." Can any description of 
the Supreme Being be nobler* and more perfect 
than this? And, being drawn from the Bible, 
is not this "a stamp divine?" Are not these 
"credentials clear?" And yet the infidel re- 
jects the sacrBd volume ! arid, doubtless, he is 
a very reasonable inati. In intellect, a son of 
Anak! liead and shoulders taller than all 
around him! " shame! where is thy blush." 
But another question, as we have said, which 
human nature asks with well grounded solici- 
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REVIVAL SERMONS. 17 

tude, is this — ^How can a man be just with God? 
How can a man, who is a sinner, obtain the for- 
givness'of hi« sins, and be restored to the favour 
of his maker? Sages of ancient tinies, and wise 
ones of the present day, will talk, as we have 
said, about the merit of penances and pilgrim* 
ages; and lay great stress updn the efficacy of 
repentance and reformation; but these things 
have no divine warrant; they are at best, 
only miatters of conjecture, and all the evidence 
of analogy is against them. Here is a man 
who, by a course of licentious indulgences and 
extravagance, has lost his health and property; 
and r find that neither penances, nor pilgrim- 
ages, nor repentance, nor reformation, nor all 
of them united, will remove the effects of his 
licentiousness and extravs^ance; how do I 
know, -then, that they can remove th6 penal 
consequences of sin? In the very nature of 
the case, none but God can tell on what terms 
he will pardon the sinner, a;nd receive him to 
favour; for non? but he l^an tell what the hon- 
our of the Divine government may require, or 
how the punishment of the offended can be re-^ 
ihitted, without endangering the tranquillity of 
other worlds, and creatures which he has made. 
Now^ on the subject of forgiveness, and restora- 
tion to the favour of God,- the Bible is remark- 
ably clear, and full, and express. Thus Paul, 
addressing the men of Antioch, says, Be it 
kriown unto you, therefore, men and brethren^ 
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18 REVIVAL SERMONS. 

that through this man, Christ Jesus, is preach- 
ed- unto you the forgiveness of sins, and by 
him, all that believe, are justified from all 
things, from which ye could not be justified, 
by the law of Moses. Again, writing to Tim- 
othy, he says^ It is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jasus 
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I 
am chief And again; writing to the Romans, 
we find him using this language. Therefore, 
being justified by faith, we havei peace with 
God, through, our Lord Jesus . Christ ; ty 
whom also we have reaeived the atonement 
And again ; There is, therefore, now, no con- 
demnation to th^m which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk, not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit. And all this beautifully/harmonizing 
with the words of the Lord Jesus Christ him- 
self — God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have* everlasting 
life. How delightful are these declarations! 
what light do they give tp the inquiring sin- 
ner! ,what sweet relief to the burdened spul! 

3. If the Bible bfe not divinely inspired, here 
is another marvellous thing, that it furnishes a 
perfect code of moral precepts. In this, it is 
perfectly unique, and stands alone in its glory ! 
for I am bold to say, that there is no other vo- 
lume upon the face of the earth which furnish- 
es, such a code of precepts. Those acquainted 
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with the^writings of heathen ,sages and moral- 
ists, know full well, that their ideas on the 
subject of mofal obligation, are remarkably 
crude; some sanctioning suicide, and sopae in- 
fanticide; and, ev^n the ^enlightened and. com- 
paratively virtuous^ Cicero, says, " It is la^wful 
to fight for glory." And what is this, but 
sanctioning ambition?' Ambition! the direct 
tendency of which is to drench the earth in 
blood, and fill the world with widows and or- 
phans! The *Bible, thank God, teaches a purer 
and better morality than this! We said that it 
furnishes a perfect code of moral prewepts. 
We do not declaim, we give proof, absolute 
demonstration. Our Saviour sums up all the 
precepts of the sacred volume, in two great 
commandnients. Pirstf Thou slialt love the 
Lord thy God, with all thy* heart, and soul, 
and mind, and strength; and Secondly, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself Now, 
these two commandments embrace every duty 
that can be required of man. Take the Jirst. 
We are to love the Lord our God supremely; 
see how this embraces every duty .which we 
owe to, our Maker. For example, am I required 
to submit to God? How easy, and how na- 
tural it is to submit to one whom we supreme- 
ly love! Am I required to repent of my sins? 
It is love which breaks the heart; which melts 
it down in tender relentings for sin! Am I 
required to choose God as the portion of my 
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soul? If I love him supre«iely, I. have done 
it ahready. Am I required to obey all his com? 
mandments? And who does not know that, 

" 'Tis lave which makes our cheerful feet, 
In swift obedience move." 

Take the second great commandment, Thou 
shaJt loye thy lieighbour as thyself. Only let 
this precept be acted upon, in all the length and 
breadth df its requirement; and, verily there 
would be no occasion for bolts, nor bars, nor 
jails, nor penitentiaries, nor any thing, of the 
kind. Love, says the apostle, worketh no ill 
to his neighbour, therefore love is the fulfilling 
of the law. , Yes, only let the great law of .love 
be acted upoh, in all the length and breadth 
of its requirements, and man would become 
an angel, and earth a paradise! To crown 
the whole, strange as it may seem, all duties 
both toward God and man, are, in the Bible, 
embraced in a single word! and that,, how 
simple! how well understood, by the learned 
and the unlearned — ^by the civilized, by the 
barbarian; by male and female; by the .child 
of three years of age, and the man of threescore 
and ten! — ^love! for iwe^says the apostle, is the 
fulfilling of jthe law. Is not this a stamp di- 
vine? Are hot these credentials clear? Yet, 
the infidel rejects the Bible! Let him write .a 
better book, if he can j And this reminds me 
of the case of Lord Lyttleton, who, belonging 
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to a club of infidels, was pitched upon to burn 
the Bible. Taking the volume in his hand, 
he approached the hearth, but upon second 
thought, returned and replaced- the book iippn 
the stand. When asked why he did Hot throw 
it into the fire? he made this very sensible re-^ 
mark, " We will not bum this book until wei 
can get a better." Verily,- " their rock is not 
as our Rock, even our enemies themselves be- 
ing judges." Again: . • 

4. If the. Bible be-not divinely inspired, is it 
not^ very strange- and unaccountable that* so 
many miracles were wrought, in illustration of 
its truths? — Miracles wrought in open day ; in 
the presence of. enemies; and subjected to the 
severest scrutiny. Now, either these miracles 
teere >wrought, or they were not: if wrotight, 
the case is settled; for they are the clearest 
credienltials of the divine mission of those whd 
wrought them. If i^ot wrought, how. comBS it 
to pass, that we have such a particular and de- 
tailed account of them? How. comes it to pass, 
that they were attested by so many eye-wit- 
nessed; m^any of whmn silffered martyrdom, in 
attestation of the facts which they aflSrmed? 
Moreover*,^ how ^mes it to pass, that these 
miracles had se powerful an influence in the 
spreading of doctrines, so directly opposed to 
long established systems and the passions of 
men? And, let it not be forgotten, that, in 
commemoration of some of these miracles, we 
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have monuments and memorials, brought down 
even to the present tin^ie^* the Sabbath, for ex- 
ample, changed froA the seventh to the first 
day of the week, to commemorate the resurrec- 
tioh'of Christ from the dead. As the annual 
celebration of our national independence, is a 
memorial and proof of the fact which it com- 
n^emorates, even so the present observance of 
the .Christian Sabbath is a standing monument 
of that stupendous miracle, the resurrection of 
Christy which it commemorates. And yet the 
infideil Vants proof !— Once more : 

5, If the blessed volume before me be not 
divinely inspired, how shall we account for the 
faet that it contains some five or. six hundred 
prophecies which have been most literally aAd 
remarkably fulfilled? and which, I presume, no 
one. who has a regard for his reputation, as a 
scholar, will dare to deny! Here, a- wide field 
is presented taour view — ^we have not time to 
expose it very extensively-r— let me present only 
a few prophecies, als a specimen of the jest. 
Some three th6usand years ago, it was pre- 
dicted that the Jews should be a peculiar peo- 
ple. Have they-not been a peculiar people, for 
many ages past? Are they not a peculiar 
people, at the present time? It was predicted 
that they should be scattered over the fkoe of 
the earth? And where is the Ijtingdom, under 
heaven, where some of this peculiar people are 
not found? It was predicted that they should 
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be oppressed and peeled; and, those who are 
acquainted with their histery know that this^ 
prediction also, has been most remarkably fol* 
filled. . It was predicted that they should dwell 
alone and not be reckoned among tfie nations; 
and are they not at this very day, although 
scattered over the face of the whol^ earth, yet 
really a distinct people, isolated and alone? 
^* The children of Israel," says the prophet Ho- 
sea, "shall abide many days without a king; 
and without a prince; and without a -sacrifice; 
and without an image • and without an ephod ; 
and without teraphim.'' Hos. iii. 4. And is 
not this- their precise condition at the present 
moment? And have* they not. already con- 
tiued thus- to abide, lo! these niany days? By 
estimation there are, at this time, abqut eight 
millions^ of Jews upon the earth; a sufficient 
number to form a powerful empire, or more 
glorious republic; and yet.fhey have no king, 
no prince, no polity, no -government pf their 
own, 'and this has been the. case for eighteen 
hundred years! How astonishing ^re these 
prophecies, and how exact their fulfilment! 
and how certainly true are the words of the 
apostle Peter: "Prophecy came not in old time 
by the' will of man, but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.'' Of 
Ishmtiel it was predicted, that he should be- 
come a great nation; that he should be a wild 
man, and that his hand should be against every 
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man,. and every man's hand against .him; and 
that he should dwell in the .presei^ce of all his 
brethren-; Gen. xvi. 12;. that is, should never 
be subdued, or brought into subjection. Those 
acquainted with the Arabs, know that these 
predictions have been fulfilled to the very let- 
ter; and with regard to the independence 
which they should ever maintain, it is remark- 
able, that,, although special efforts have heeix 
made by powerful monarchs, in various^ ages, 
to put them down, these etforts have all, ulti- 
mately, proved unsuccessftd ! Sesostri^ Cyrus, 
Pompey, Trajan, and many other great con- 
querors, aimed at subjugating thena, but never 
succeeded! At the present dpiy, the ArabS) 
although wandering and predatory, are still an 
independent people;^ like the ,wild ass, whose 
home is the wilderness; whose pasture is the 
mountains; and who sear cheth after, every 
green thing. The .prophecies in relation to 
Nineveh, Babylpn, Tyre, and Egypt, have also 
received, their most exact accomplishmient-^ 
their present condition, acjCording to the state- 
ments of modern travellers, being precisely 
what was predicted so many thousand years 
ago With regard to Egypt, I will mention ^ 
fact which may have escaped the notice of 
some : Egypt, sagrs the prophet Ezekiel, {xxix. 
15,) shall never ej^alt itself .any more over the 
nations. This was a .bold prophecy when we 
consider when it was uttered; but the sufese- 
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quent history of lEgypt has been in exai:t ac- 
cordance with the prediction. But the particu- 
lar point to which I refer is this: Some three 
or four years since, Mehemet Ali, the Pacha 
of Egypt, was upon the very point of subvert- 
ing the Turjiish empire; and wbuld have done 
it, had not the sovereigns of Russia, Prussia, 
Austria, and Great Britain interposed: And 
this they, did, mark! not to accompUsh .the 
prophecy, but to preserve the balance of pow^r. 
The prophecies which relate to the Messiah 
are about two hundred in number, which have 
in every particular, been exactly fulfilled, in 
our blessed Redeemer. Let me mention only 
a very -few.* It was predicted of him that hp 
should be despised and rejected by his own 
people, the Jews; that he shoiild liftup a 
standard to^ the Gejitiles; to him ^should the 
gathering of the Gentiles be; and in him shall 
the Gentiles trusts Now thisi is prophecy. 
What is history? Inexact, accordancfe with 
the prophecy. Was Christ to be despised and 
rejected" by his own people, the Jews?, He 
came unfo his own, says Johu, and his own 
reci^yed him not. And they; that is, the Jews, 
says Luke, were instant with loud voices in 
the temple, requiring that he might be cruci- 
fied. . Was Christ to lift up sbstjandard to the 
Gentiles? and was not Saul* of Tarsus con- 

* Miah ]iu.v3. xlix. 22. Gen. xlix. 10. xi. 10. JMat. xii. 21. 

3 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



26 REVIVAL SERMONS. 

vertedf ajid made the great apostle of the Gen- 
tiles? Moreov^er, to him was the gathering of 
the Gentiles to be. And who are they now, 
who profess the Christian faith? Are they not 
Gentiles? Few Jews, but many Gentiles! On 
the nfioming of the Christian Sabbath, the 
doors of ten thousand sanctuaries are thrown 
open, and see the multitudes who gather around 
the standard of the cross ! Are they Jews ? are 
they not Gentiles? But it' is added: In him 
shall the Gentiles trust. We are ^11 Gentiles, 
I suppose, who are here to-day ; and now tell 
me, my brother, my sister — ye precipus sons 
and daughters of -Zion ! tell me, in whom do 
you ttust for salvation?- Is it not in the cruci- 
fied Nazarene? And in whom did that dear 
mother of yours trust in a dying hour, when 
she so sweetly smiled, and* said t6 you, " Meet 
tne in heaven" — ^in whom did she trust? Was 
it not in Him who by the Jews w^s despised 
and rejected? I too am a Gentile, and I fuafi not 
ashamed to say, that this same blessed Saviour 
is my only hope. Give pae Christ ,or else I 
die! . This day, then, have we evidence before 
our own eyes,, and in our own hearts, that the 
. prophecies are true, and the Bib)e is true. Yet 
the infidel rejects the sacred volume! And 
why? ' 0! because he is a reasonable man, 
and he cannot without a prostration of every 
thing like reason, embrace a system sb prepos- 
terous and absurd!- Ahf if I mistake not. 
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when ftfflictious shall make hiija more sober, 
and the near prospect of death shall make him 
more thoughtful, jie will then ^see the evidence 
of the truth of the Bible more clearly than he 
does now! Like Ethan <. Allen, who, being 
asked by a dying daughter whether she should 
believe what her pious mother had taught her, 
or he? replied with tears, "My daughter, you 
had better believe what your mother has taught 
you." O how plain it is, and how appropriate 
is* our tetX : " Their rock is not as our Rock, 
even our enemies, themselves being judges." 

II. The supreme excellence or decided supe- 
riority of the. Christian religion, appears also in 
reference to its moral influence. And here,, if I 
mistake not, we have public sentiment fully on 
our side : let a thorough-going infidel be truly 
converted, and become a real Christian; will 
not all per^oris expect tp see an improvement 
in his moral character'? but, on the othep: hand, 
let a jeal Christian (if it were possible) become 
a tjiorough-going infidel, and is there^ a man 
upon the face of the earth who anticipates ati 
improvement in his moral character? Would 
there not rather be a suspicion waked lip in the 
bosoms of aU that that man has become loose in 
his morals, and, therefore, l;ias become lopse in 
his sentiments? Even the infidel himself is 
frequently <5onstrain^ to pay h6mage to the 
Christian system, in relation to its moral influ- 
ence. For example — 'here is an infidel about to. 
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die : he makes his will, arid,., greatly desiring 
that his phildren should not be defrauded, he 
wishes to fix upon some honest man to act as 
executor; Would he not rather select a man that 
he believes to be a real and consistent Christian, 
.than an open and avowed infidel? Now these 
things speak volumes. The fact is, the general 
sentiment is this, that however imperfect some 
professors of religion may be, yet Christianity 
itself is most excellent ; that it elevates the 
standard of morals, and has a direct and power- 
ful tendency to purify the heart and improve 
the character of all who ^re really and truly 
brought under its moral influence; and hence it 
is expected to make better husbands and be^r 
wives, better parents and better children, better 
masters and better servants; yea, better alto- 
gether. This is the general sentiment'; and I 
wiU now show that this general ssentiment is 
well based. This we wpuld* argue from, the 
character of its precepts,- and the power of its 
motives. Fir^t, from the character of its pre- 
cepts. — It is evident, the more perfect the pre- 
cepts, the more happy their influence upon moral 
character. We have shown that the precepts of 
the Bible bear the stamp of absolute^ perfection; 
of course, theuy so far as good precepts can influ- 
ence the character of man, the influence of the 
precepts of the sacred volume mui^t be most 
happy. But to place this in, perhaps, a stronger 
point of light, observe, there are three principles 
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of action — fear, interest, and love. Fear, as a 
principle of action, is certainly very powerful ; 
but it operates only wtiist the rod is extended. 
Interest is also a very powerful principle, but 
this principle is not strong enough to meet many 
cases; for a man may know what is right,yet 
do what is wrong ; he may know that a certain 
course of conduct will promote his highest in- 
terests, but the principle of interest fails to rule 
him, pot being strong enough. But there is one ^ 
principle yet remaining, hve; and that we may 
understand its ttue nature- and, power, see that 
tender mother-H-she has a beloved Joseph, or 
some dear little Benjamin, who is very, very 
sick. See the mother of that child ! I can tell 
you where you can find her, by night and by 
day; — ^npt in the stoi:e, nor iii her neighbour's 
house, rior even in the sanctuary; no! but by 
the couch of her sufFering child ! Thismother is 
a lady, boni in aflBiuence, and deKcately brought 
up ; aujd yet, only see, how kind and unremit- 
ting she is in her attentions to her suffering 
child 1 She is a lady, I say, bom in affluence, 
and tenderly brought up, and yet she even takes 
a positive pleasure in performing the mbst riie- 
nial offices for her poor little darling. Now 
what is it that binds this mother to the couch of 
her suffering child? What is it that makes her 
so kind and unremitting in her attentions? Is it 
fear ? There is no rod over her. Is it interest? 
The idea of interest never pnce enters her m^nd. 
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What is it then? Why it is love ! Yes, it is 
love which binds her to the couch of her suflFer- 
ing child. It is love which makes her take a 
positive pleasure in performing the most menial 
offices for the poor little sufferer. Take away 
that mother (it will require a strong arm to do^^ 
this!) — ^re^ch out the arm of a Hercules, and tear 
away that mother — substitute a hireling. Bring 
rewards and punishments to bear upon that hire-; 
ling, to their greatest possible extent, and I will 
venture to affirm, that there is no hireling on 
earth that will take a mother's place ! And why ? 
For this simple 'reason— the mother i is under 
the influence of the strongest feeling which can 
animate the human bosbm — ^love. Verily there 
is no principle of action like it, so strong, so uni- 
form, so lastihg! and, moreover, who does not 
know that the service which love prompts, is of 
all others the most pleasant and desirable ? Now 
is it not remarkable that, in our religion, this is 
made the great principle of moral action. Yes, 
riot fear, nor interest, but love. Love, says the 
apostle, is the fulfilling of the law. And to make 
the matter yet more remarkable, this, principle 
being ^fixed upon, to wake it up and give it new 
power and energy over the human soul, God 
himself has set us an example of love in giving 
his Son; his only begotten and well-beloved 
Son, to die for our redemption. Arid now, 
candid man, Speak!' D.oes not this look like a 
reUgion which pome^ fix)m Godl If any reli- 
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gion can have . a happy influ^hce upon moral 
character, must itnot be that religion; all the 
precepts of which are gummed up in hve? Yet 
the infidel wants proof! ! , ^ 

With regard to the motives which are, in the 
Bible, brought to bear upon th^ moral character 
of map, they are absolutely the strongest which 
can exist. This is no rhetorical figure, no idle 
declamation; it is simple, undeniable fact. Here 
is the (demonstration. Are the motives to. vir- 
tuous living drawn in the Scriptures, from God? 
They .are> and now, is there any god in the 
universe greater thian the God whom the Bible 
reveals? Are they drawn from the joys of hear 
ven? They are; and are there any joys greater 
than the joys of hea^ven? Are they drawn from 
the tormients of the damned in hell? They are-; 
and are there any tdrments more tormenting than 
the torments of the damned in hell? Are they 
drawn from the loye 'of Christ? They are ; and 
is there lany love so strong, so touching, so soul- 
subduing, as the love of Chri§t, who, aecorditig 
to th6 Scriptures, died on the c^oss for us? Are 
the motives drawn from eternity ? They are ; 
and is there any duration longer than that of 
eternity? Thus you perceive that the motives 
to holy livingj iii the. Bible, are not only drawn 
from three worlds, hea,ven, earth, and hell, in 
short, from all quarters, but they are literally 
and absolutely the strongest which, in the very 
nature of the' case, cart be brought to bear upon 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



32 REVXV^L SERMONS. 

the morftl. character o£man. The fact is, Chris- 
tianity goes in advance, lays the hand of a mas- 
ter upon every soured of motive, a'ad monopo- 
lizes them all. And now, suppose infidelity 
would urge motives to holy livings (which, how- 
ever, is not very probable,) whence will it derive 
its motives? From God? The infidel is not 
very certain that there is a God. Will infidelity 
draw its miotives from the joys of heaveU i These, 
he suspects, are only the dreams of the visiqnary 
enthusiast. Shall motives be drawn fi'oiU the 
totments of hell ? The infidel is quite sure that 
there is no such place ais that. Shall motives 
be-drawn fi-om love ? Alas ! infidelity presents, 
ill jits sjnstem, no dying Saviour, no cross crim- 
soned Y^ith atoning blood! Shall the motives 
then be drawn from eternity? The infidel 
strongly suspects thait death is an eternal sleep. 
0, what a poor thing infidelity is, when seen in 
the undress of its tr,ue character 1 How lean ! 
how haggard ! ho^. shrivelled ! aye, and may I 
not add, how frightiul, too ! I have mentioned, 
that if Christianity should universailly'prevail, 
if its' precepts were acted upon, in all the length 
and breadth. of their requirements, there ^ould 
be no occasion for bolts, nor bars, nor jails, nor 
penitentiaries, nor any thing of the kind, for man 
would become c^s.an angel, and earth as a para- 
dise. But if, on the other hand, infidelity should 
prevail, does any man in his senses believe that 
there would be ho occasion for bolts, nor bars, 
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nor jails, nor penitentiaries,' nor any thing of the 
kind ? — ^that man would become as an angel, or 
earth as a paradise ? I think not. In the provi- 
dence of God infidelity did once prevail — wher^e? 
In revolutionary France — when ? During that 
period So ptoperly called " the reign of terror." 
Yes, infidelity did then prevail, for at that time 
the National Convention decreed that there yas 
no God. The Sabbath was abolished ; churches 
w^ere turned into temples of reason; death \^as 
declaimed, to be an eternal sleep; and the Bible 
was dragged along the streets of Lyons in a way 
of d^ision and contempt. Yes, I repeat it, infi- 
delity then prevailed, and verily its fruits were 
the fjmits of Sodom, ajid its clusters the clusters 
of Gomorralu Infidelity then reigned, and inost 
frightful was its reign. Its crown was terror, 
its- throne, the guillotine ; its sceptre, the battle- 
axe; its palace-vard, a field of blood; and its 
royal robes dripped, and dripped, and dripped 
with human gore. All France was, as it were, 
one vast slaughter-house, and the rulers of 
France, as demons from the bottomless J)it. "O, 
my soul, come not thou into their secrety unto 
their assembly, minq hdn6ui*, be not thou 
united." ".Their rock is not as our Rock, even 
our enemies themselves being judges." But; 

III. The supreme excellence, and decided 
superiority of the Christian- religion appears 
in reference ta the happiness of njan. What 
has a favourable influence* upon human oharac- 
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ter, must also .have' a favourable influence upon 
huipan happiness, for these things are linked 
together like the balloon and its ear: the as- 
cent of the ohe, necessarily leads to the elevar 
tion of the other. That the Christian religi6n 
is favourable to human happiness, is, I believe, 
the. secret conviction, even of many who may 
not openly confess it; hence it is no unicommon 
thiiig to hear even the openly wicked iay, " I 
believe that the real Christian is the happiest 
man in the world:" and I recollect the remark 
of a certain sceptic, made to myself, (it was in 
the hour of affliction), " sir, you ChristiSins 
have the advantage of * usrF " I think I may 
venture then to affirm, tl^at general sentiment 
is on our side ; and I think I can ^ow that 
this general sentimfent is "well basfed, for what 
does the Christian religion do? It subdues the 
boisterous passions .of the soul; converts the 
lion into a lamb; the vulture into a dove: 
must not this be favourable to human happi- 
ness? What does the Christian religion do? 
It gives exercise to gracious aflFections.' In- 
stead of encouraging anger; wrath, malice, re- 
venge, and other hateful and soul-tormenting 
passions, it .disposes its subject ' to be kind, 
gentle, affectionate, and forgiving; and must 
not this be favourable to human happiness? 
What does the Christian religion do? Jt sheds 
abroad a Saviour's love in the heart; giv^s the 
sweet assurance that our sins are all forgiven 
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for Jesus' sake; that the eternal God is our 
Father; that heayen is our home; and that, if 
the earthly house of this our tal^ernacle were 
dissolved, we should have a building of God, 
a house not made with hands, eternal and on 
high. O, it is a Ijlessed thing. to be a Chris- 
tian; even "if it be a delusion," as one remarks, 
" it is a sweet delusion," and, " if false, no truth 
so precious as the lie." O see the young con- 
vert, whose ^evidences are bright and,, cl^ar; 
how happy ! and see the dying Christian, who 
leaves the world. in the full hope of glory, how 
triumphant! The Pentecostal converts, we are 
told, did eat their meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart, praising God. • And when 
many believed in Samaria, we also Jearn, that 
thene was great joy in- that .city. And the 
beauty of the thing is this, that when afflic- 
tions come, and cTomforts are most needed, then 
the consolations of Religion are strongest and 
most abundant; for religion teaches every child 
of God, that afflictions are all ordered in mer- 
cy; and are but the sterner voicQ of God's pa- 
rental >love. Yes ! and in the d?trkest hour, 

*'Hcre speaks the comforter, in God's name saying, 
Earth has no sorrows that Heaven cannot cure." 

This, my brethren, is certainly a great thing 
for man in this vale of teats ;• in this land of 
trials, troubles, disappointments, sickness, sor- 
row, and death. Ah! how ipany sad scenes of 
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mourning are "presented in this sorrowful world 
of our^ !' Here some venerated father cries out, 
with the patriarch of old, my Jcfseph is 'no 
moret and my grey hairs must go down with 
sorrow to the grave! There, some, tender mo-, 
ther weeps, over the darling of her bosom, as 
she 'commits its clay cold form to its narrow 
house. Here, some aflFectionate husband la- 
ments the untimely death of ,the wife of his 
bosom, the jewel of his heart; and there, some 
devoted wife mingles bitter tears with the 
clods which rest upon the bosom of the dear 
man she lovod, her husband. ' How distress- 
ing! But perhaps this is not all, she is made 
the widowed mother of poor fatherless children* 
who look up to her fot comfort, and support, 
and look in vain. The prop, the only support 
of the family, is taken awayt and they, wKat 
shall they do? The heart, bursting with grief^ 
vents its' complaints, it murmurs and repines, 
"Where is the compassion of my God? where 
are the. tender mercies of my heavenly Fa- 
ther? my afliiction is too much for my wound- 
ed spirit! it is' more than I can bear! would 
Grpd I had never been born! or would God I 
were with, my beloved, sleeping with him in 
his silent grave!" Cease mourner! cease thy 
complaints ! says our religion — It is God, why 
weepe^t thou? Remember he is a God of 
unerring wisdom, and bouudless compassion. 
Know this; enough for thee to know, God 
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does nqt willingly ufBiCt the children of men, 
but chastens and rebukes, in covenant lov.e. 
Cease mourner! cease thy com^Uints! thy 
heavenly Father speaks to thee: ."Silence my 
child ! what I- do, thou knowpst not now, but 
thou shalt know hereafter." O how does* this 
600th the- smitten heart, and wipe a\vay the 
falling tears ! Verily the consolations of reli- 
gion are sweet and strong, fulfilling tl\e words 
of the . psalmist : "God is our refilge and 
strength, a very present help in time of trou- 
ble." ;' 

" How do you find yourself this morning 1" 
said'a certain pastor, to a beloved female mem- 
ber of his church, who was near her end. 
Grasping .tl;ie hand of her pastor, she replied, 
" I am in great paija, but O ! I am happy ! very 
happy !" How diflferent was it with Hume's 
mother, who, when in deep ciffliction, said to 
her son, "My son, you. have taken away my 
religion, and now tell toe something to comfort 
me:" but no comfort .could, he give, and ncme 
could' she receive. ^' God of Queen Clotilda," 
cried- out the infidel Clovis I., of France, when 
in trouble on the field of battle, "God of Qiieen 
Clotilda ! ^rant me the victory!" Why did 
he not call upon* his own God ? Saunderson, 
who was a great admirer pf Sir Isaac New- 
ton's talents, and who made light of his reli- 
gion in health, was, nevertheless, heard to say 
in dismal accents on a dying bed, " God of Sir 
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Isaac Newtoh, have mercj ou meF'* Why this 
changing of gods in a dying hour? And it is 
a remarkable fact, if ah infidel have a wife 
who is a Christian, he is very willing in case 
of her death, to have the minister attending 
her funeral, to say, " My friends, here we have 
a daughter of Zion shrouded und prepared for 
the burying. You all knew her very . well. 
She was a Christian, she lived the life of the 
Christian; she died the Christian's death, and 
is gone to the*- Christian's rest, the pilgrim's 
home." Butj suppose this wife of his had 
been as thorough going' an infidel as himself, 
aijd the miniater, at her funeral, should say, 
" My friends, here is^ one beffore us, shrouded 
and prepared for the burying. You all i:new 
her well. She Was a thorough going infidel. 
She lived the life of an infidel, died his death, 
and is gone to his place!^' Would this please 
Jiim?^ Nay, verily, for there are cert^-in sea- 
sons when the inind will be sober,, and the 
vpice of truth will ba heard ! You haye heard, 
ho doubt, of jnany an infidel on a dying bed, 
wishing that he wste a good Chmtian, but did 
you ever hear (rf a single Christian on a djring 
bed, wishing that he was., a good infidel? 
No ! never! never ! never ! The case is clear. 
" Their rock is nqt as our Rock^ eyen our ene- 
mies themselves being judges." Wpll, my 
brethren, we must all die. We all wish to die 
happy — K5ertainly,< at least, on the ss^fe side. 
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Now let it be remembered, that whilst the bed 
of dieath is most generally ;a terrible place .for 
the infidpl, " the chamber where the Christian 
rbeets his fate is privileged beyond the. com- 
mon* walks of virtuous life, quite on the verge 
of heaven." Here, we will suppose, is a dor- 
mitory on the right, where Christians are 
breathing 'their last. HerQ, on the left, is an- 
other dormitory, in which infidels are giving 
up the ghosjt. Let us visit, first, the dormitory 
upon the right: Who is that, who iS just ex- 
piring?* It. is the very pious Halyburtbn. 
How serejie!* how calm! But, he is going to 
speak- Hark! let us catch some of his last 
words. "It is no easy thing to be a Chris-^ 
tian,'^ says he, ." but, by the grace of God^ I 
have got .thfi. victory! Now, I know, I feel, I 
believe I I rejoice ! I . feed, on manna ! I have 
angel's, food 1 . Mine eyes shall «ee my Re- 
deemer! O the glory! the unspeakable glory! 
My heart is full ! my heart is full !" 



• tfure the last end 



Of the good man, is peace! How calm his exit! ' , 
Night dews fall not more gently to the grouod ; 
Nor weary, worn OMt winds expire so soft!" 

" Let me die the death of the righteous,. and let- 
my last end be like his !" Now, let .us pass 
over to the dormitory on the left. Who is that 
just expiring? It is the wretched Altampnt; 
(a fictitious name, but descriptive of a real 
case.) how distorted are his features! arid 
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how full of agony does he seem- to be ! The 
clock strikes, and he exclaims, " O time ! time ! 
it is fit that thou shouldst thijs strike thy mur- 
derer to. the heart ! . How art thou fled f6r ever ! 
A month !• a day !. . I ask not for years, though 
an age were too little to fit me for the work 
which I have to <do !'- Another groan, and he 
cries oiit in. anguish unutterable: "My^rinci- 
gles have poisoned my friend ! , my extrava- 
gance has beggared my. boy! my unkindness 
has murdered my. wife ! And is there' another 
hell? thou blasfiJiemed, yet indulgent Lor4 
God ! hell itself is a refuge if it. hide me from 
thy frown VI H&re we haV:e even pri earth, the 
first notes of the waitings of the damped in the 
world to comlB ! Tell me not of the peaceful 
death pf David Hume. His # nurse has told 
some tales of horror! biit let that pass. How 
did he die, as the most.favcorable account repre- 
sents? He died playing at cards, and jesting 
about Charon and his boat! Does it become 
the dignity of man, . or the solemnity of the 
hour 0f dissolution, in. any *cas6, to ieave the 
world in this way? BeUeve me, it wa3 pnly a 
desperate effort to bar serious thought! — like 
the schoolboy, passing through the grave yard 
at night, with* satchel in his hand< ^ . . ^ . 

*' Whistling aloud to bear his courage up." 

Thank God, the Christian has no occasion 
for any artificial excitement of this kind, for^ to 
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him, " to die is gain." Do yon demand farther 
proof? Let us make another visit to the dor- 
mitory on the right. How pleasant is every 
thing around thia hallowed spot ! Who is that 
just siiiking in the arms of desith? It i^ Ed- 
ward Parjrson, how happy he looks } Bat 
he is going to speak ; what is his language ? 
*' I am going-to Mount Zion/^ says he, " I am 
going to the city of the living God! thehea* 
venly Jerusalem' ! to an innumerable company 
of angels ! to the general tesembly and church 
of the first bom, Whoser names are written in 
heaven.' I swim in a river of pleasure ! I swim 
in a. flood of glory!'' And who is that in* the 
next chambef, who is bidding his friends a 
final adieu?' Ifii* William C. Walton, the 
associate Of my college' days; and what are 
his dying words? They are very beautiful 
and very sweet. *^The sting of death is gone>" 
says Tie,* "the. grave is 'disrobed of its terrors? 
Peace like a river flows into my soul ! I am 
now in the Jordan of death, and, blessed be 
God, it^ waters do not cover me ! I shall see 
Jesus! — See Jesus! what a thought' that is! 
O glorious * Saviour !" . Surely, my brethren, 
the curtains of light and glory are 'hung around 
this dormitory » but around the dormitory on 
the left, the curtains of gloom and despair f 
Over this waves the white banner of the Prince 
of Peace! Over that the black banner of Apol- 
lyon! Here, are choirs of angels waiting to 

4 



Digitized by V»OOQ IC 



42 REVIVAL SERMONS. 

sing the pilgrim to his rest. There, ministers 
of vengeance, ready to hurry the guilty soul of 
the dying sinner, reluctantly, O how.reluctr 
anilyy before thy throne, thrice holy God^ And 
now> my dear friends, one and all, remember, 
Ve'must die: we.carinot help it; and remember, 
after death comes the judgment ! and once lost, 
lost for ever ! When' Death's leaden sceptre .i^ 
Ijiid upon our cold bosoms, no mistakes can be 
rectified any more; for, so soon as the breath 
leaves the body, the decree of an imjnutable 
Grod rolls over the shrouded form : "He that is 
filthy, let him be filthy still ; and he that is 
holy, let him beholy still." In which dormi- 
tory would you rather die? Immortal man! 
take care! great interests are at stak&— «ee to 
it, that you be upon.the safe .side; for, I repeat 
it,- once lost^ you are lost for ever! ^ 
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SERMON II. . 

THE GBEATNISS O? GOD. . • 

^J ' ' * • , • ■ . . 

O Lord, my God, thou art very great — PsIlm civ. 1. 

One; reason why many .persons habitually and 
fearlessly indulge in siuj is, that they know- 
not God. "Thou thoT^ghtest," says he, "that 
I wfis altogether such an one as thysQlf." 
Psaka 1. 21. Thijs Toeing the case, it is im- 
mensely important that we seek to know 
God — ^that w6 sefek to hav6 some proper con- 
ceptions of his ^ue tjharacter and dignity— of 
his eixcQeding greatness and majesty. But 
here, the words of Zophsgr are brought to our 
recollection: ^* Canst thou by searching find 
oijt God? Canst thou find out the Almighty 
Jo perfection ? It is high is heaven, what canst 
thou do? It is deeper than hell, what canst 
thou know? The measure thereof is longer 
than the earth; it is broad^r than the sea." 
Jobxi. 7, 8, "9; We admit it; we know full 
well that it is beyond a mortal's mind, beyond 
an angel's power " to cast a thought halfway 
to God." Yet it is right and proper to push 
our inquiries h^re, for wh^at though we cannot 
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" rise to the height of this great argument," 
nor grasp the boundless th^me, the effort may 
at least -serve to expand the mind, and give ns 
views pf our Maker's grandeur which we ne- 
vei* had before. 

The man who stands upon the sliore of 
some vast ocean, and casts his eyes over the 
immeasurable deep before him, sees, it is 
true, po bounds; yet the contemplation of this 
sublime and magnificent' scene greatly ele- 
vates his mind, and gives him conceptions^ of 
the imftiensity of- the ocean, both new and 
gr-and ! Who can grasp the amplitude of crea- 
tion? who- can cast his thoughts over all the 
works of God? who 6aii measure the great 
temple of universal nature,- 6nd tell, its height 
an4 its depth, its length and ite breadth? Not 
a human being upon the fece of the earth; yet^ 
certainly, he who has studied the subject has 
more enlarged and correct ideas of it, than he 
who has not Even so^ what thotigh after all 
our researches we cannbt *.*find out th« Al- 
mightjr xmto perfection," the effort may, in 
jk)me measure, elevate and expand the mind, 
and enable us with feelings of more profound 
veneration and awe, to utter' the fengaage of 
our text : -** O Lord, my God, , thoti art very 
great." JFhe greatness of God appears in seve- 
tai things: 

X. In comparison with the kings of the 
earth; and to this the Pi^lmist has special re- 
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ference in the words conjiected with our text 
The kings of the earth are sometimes termed 
great; thus we read of Alexander the Great, of 
Constantino the Great/and Frederick the Great, 
but, verily, in comparison with th^ God of hea- 
ven, their greatness dwindles into insignifi- 
cance — dwindles into nothing! Have they 
throues? Their thrones are upon the eartji; 
God's thropJe is in the hes^vens, "high above 
all height?' Have they robes? God's robes 
arie robes of light and majesty. Have tiiey pa- 
vilions? He stretoheth forth the heavens as his 
pavilions^ aAd spreadeth them out as a tent tt) 
, dwell ill. Have they chariote? He maketh ttie 
clouds his chariot — ^he walketh upon the wings 
of the wind.^ 7Have they kingdoms? The 
whole universe is God's kingdom, and literally 
he ruleth over lall. And wherieas the mightiEst 
potentates of the earth are mortal j ajid must 
die, .God is in his own nature immortal, and 
never dies^ but lifts his hand to heaven* and 
says, I live for ever! • Comparing, then, the 
God of heaven with the .monarch of th€ earth, 
as the Psalmist has jione, we may, say with 
great emphasis., " O Lord, my God, thou art 
very great." The greatness of God also ap- 
pears, ^ • 

a. In certain passages of Scripture* which 
speak sublimely of him. Thus, HabaJdcuk, 
the prophet, says, "God came from Teman, 
and the Holy One ftom Mdunt Paran, Selah. 
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His* glory covered the heavens, and the earth 
was full of his- praise. 'Before him went the* 
pestilence, and burning coals^ went forth at his 
feet. He stood aAd me?u5ured the earth : *he 
beheld and drgve asunder the nations ; the 
everlasting mounteins yfrexe scattered, the per- 
petual hills did bow :*his;. ways are everlast- 
ing!" Hal3. iii. 3-6. "In my distress,'' -says 
the Psalmist, "J called upon the Lord, and he 
heard my voice out of his temple. Then the. 
earth shook ^nd trembled; the foundations also 
of the hills moved and were shaken, because 
he 'was ivroth. He bowed the Ijeavehs also; and 
came down) and darkness was u'ftder his feet: 
and he rode upon a. cherub, and did fly ; yea, he 
did fly upon the. wings of the yrind. . He made 
darkness his secret pl^^e, his pavilion round 
about him were dark waters and thick clouds 
of the skies. The liord also thundefed in the 
heavens, and the Highest gave his voice ,^ hail- 
stones atid coals of fire. Yea, he sent out his 
arrows, and scattered them'; and he shot, out 
lightnings ' and discomfited them. Then the 
channels of waters were seien, and the founda- 
tions of the world were discovered; at thy re- 
buke, O Lord, at the blast of the breath of thy 
nostrils?' Psalm xviii. 6-15.' And what an 
idea of the exceediiig greatness of God does 
Isaiah give, when speaking of him he says: 
" Who hath measured the waters in the hollow 
of his hatid'j and meted -out. heaven with the 
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span, and comprehended the dust* of the earth 
in a measure, and Weighed th,e mountains in 
scales, and the hills in a balance? Behold the 
nations are as a drop of Hhe bucket, and are 
Counted as the small dust of the balance; be- 
hold, he taketh up the isles as a very little 
thing. And Lebanon is not ^uflSicient to bum, 
nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt- 
offering. All nations, before, him are as no- 
thing, and they are counted to him less than 
nothing, and vanity.'* Isaiah xl.. 12. 15, 16, 17. 
Once jnore : What a sublime idea of the .great- 
ness of Ood dpes the Apostle John give in 
these words: " And I saw a great white throne, 
and him that sat on it, from whose face the 
heaven and the earth fled away,**- and there 
was no place found for them : and I saw the 
dead, small and great, stand before God." Rev* 
XX. 11, 12. Here you will observe we have 
describe the appearing of the great God, as 
final Judge, and as- an effect of his appearance, 
the vanishing away of the heavens and the 
earth. As the sun; rising in fiiir splendor, 
with its effulgent beams steatteys the shades of ' 
.night and' the mists of the morning, even so, at 
the coming of the great (jod as final Judge, 
the heavens and the e^rth, substantial as they 
are, shall be only as the. shades of the night, 
and the mists of the morning. Smitten by thie 
living and insufferable effulgence of his^glory', 
the heavens and the earth ^hall pass away as 
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the shades of night atad the mists of the morn- 
ing, and no place be found for them! "O 
Lord, my God, thou ^rt.very great!" But the 
greatness of God appears, . 

3. In certain attributes ascribed to him in 
the sacred volume. For example, (l.) He is 
uncreated, and eternal. What a tUought .this 
is — uncreated and eternal! without beginning 
of days or end of year§! There is something 
absolutely overwhelming in this idea, but it is 
clearly presented by Moses in the ninetieth 
psalm. ^* Before the mountstins.were brought 
fbrth or pver thou hadst formed the earth and 
the world, even from everlasting to everlasting 
thou art God!" and we may well, say, in the 
language of the pious poet, ' . \ , , 

• • 
*|GreatGo.dl how.iafimte art thou! 
What worthless worms are we! 
Iiet the whole raice of creatures bow 

And pay their praise to thee.: 
Thy throne eternal afges stood, 

,*Ere seas or §l'ars wjere made, • 
Tbou art the ever living God 
Were all the nations. dead. 
Eternity witli-all its years -^ 

Stands present in thy view, 
To thee, there's jiothing old appears, ' 
Qreat Cod, there *s nothing new !" 

0} who can measure the ptet eternity of 
God? As all the nations of the earth, when 
compared with God, are as a drop of the bucfc- 
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et, as tke small dust of the balance,- and -even 
as less liian nothing, and vanity, even so. all 
t^ moments of time from the creation of the 
world down, to the present period, when com- 
pared with the life of God, are as a drop of the 
bucket, as the small dust of the balance, a^less 
than nothing, and vanity! Aye, and this would 
,be. equally true, if each of these moments 
should stand for a million of yegrs. -0 JLiord 
my God thou art vety -great! (2.) God is om- 
niscient The wisest men on earth, and even 
the loftiest. angels in heaven, know, compara- 
tively, only a few things; but -God literally 
knows all, things; all things in heaven, esprlh 
and hell; all .things past, present and to come! 
and mark, not merely great things, but small 
things. Literally, every thing ; hence the lan- 
guage of the Psalmist, There is not. a word in 
my tongjie, biit lo! O Lord thou knowest it 
altogether! No wonder he adds, Such know- 
ledge is too wonderful for me. . It is high, I 
cannot attain unto it. 

'* O wondrous knowledge deep and high ! 
Where can a creature hide ? 
Within thy. circling arms I lie, 
• Beset on evfery side." 

But this leads me to mention another stupen- 
dous attribute nearly allied :— ^(3.) God is omni- 
present This David teaches iu the following 
very beautiful and striking language: *^ Whith- 
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er shall I go from thy Spirit? or whither shall 
I flee from' thy presence?. If I ascend up into 
heaven, thou art there : If I make my bed vb, 
hell, behold thou art there* If I take the wings 
of thQ morning', and dwell in the utterqiost 
parts of thd sea, even therfe shall thine hand 
lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me." 
Ps. cxxxix. As the stjtti in its full brightness 
shines ' up6n •a^ extended plain,- and every 
blade of grass, so .to «peak^ is in the presence of 
that sun, so is* every object, great and small, 
throughout the whole universe, in the presr 
en.ce, the immediate presence of God. I hold 
in my hand a crystal globe. It is surrounded 
by Jight; it swims in light; and light pervades 
every part. This is :another illustration (im- 
perfect indeed) of the omnipresence of God. 
But the best representation of :the matter is 
this: according to the Scriptures, the eye of 
God is every where: The ear of God is in every 
place; and his. hand upon every thing. Firsts 
The^ eye of God is ^very where. All things, 
says the apostle,* are naked B,nd open unto the 
eyes of Him with whom we have to do. Yes, 
my brethren, there is not an angel in heaven, 
there is not a devil in hell, there is not a man 
on the earth, aye, ^ and there is not* a beast 
roaming in^. the forest, nor a bird flying in the 
air^ nor a fish sporting in the deep, nor a worm 
crawling upon the ground, nor an atom float- 
ing in the , breeze, which may ,nof say 'widi 
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Hagar in the wilderness — "Thou God, seest 
me !*' Walls, shades, and distance, oftentimes 
hide • objects from the view of man, but there 
axe no walls so thick, no shades so dark, nor no 
distance so great which can hide any thing 
fr9m his view. Literally, all things are naked 
and open unto the eyes of Him with whom we 
have to do. Lord my God, thou art very 
great r But not only is the eye of God every 
where, but his ear also is in every place. As, 
God i§ees every thing which exists, so likewise 
does hi hear every vpice which, is uttered, 
whether, if I may so speak, it b6 loud oj soft^ 
distant or near. Many voices being uttered at 
the! same time will distract our attention. We 
usually attend, to only one voice, at one and 
the same time, ^.nd.even that is not heard when 
swalloY^ed up by a voice which, is louder still ; 
for V * 

y ) 

" Who can hear a shaking leaf, 
When rattling thunders round us roar?'^ 

But God can, at the sa;ne moment of time, 
hear, every voice, as WO' have said, whether it 
be loud or soft, whether it be distant or near; 
aye, and every voice distipot, whether it he the 
howling, .of the storm, or the sighing of the 
breeze; the rattling of the. hail, or the falling 
of the dew ; the crushing of the thunderbolt, or 
the' music of .the spheres; the shoutings of the 
world above, or the wailings of the, world be- 
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neath. Yes, and if all tempests were howliug, 
^nd all thunders roaring; -if all aligels were 
shoutiilg, gind all devils* were wailing*; and if, 
in addition f o this, million^ of worlds were 
dashing together in wild, uproar, yet would it 
be to God ^ if the pulse of nature stood still, 
and, Qod were, listening to my voice alone. 
What an astonishing proof is this of the fact 
that God is every where, not only seeing every 
thing that exists, but also hearing. But this is 
not all. Th(3 hand of Cod is upon every thing. 
If your hand is laid upon me, assuredly I am 
in your presence; but the hand. of God, ao^ 
cording to the- Scriptures, is upon every thing, 
therefore every thing is in the immediate pre- 
sence of Godj hence the language of the Psalm- 
ist, already repeated: *''If I should take* the 
wings pf the morning and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sfea, even there shalLthy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me.'' Man is confined to. a small spot of this 
earth which he inhabits, and this earth itself, 
in comparison with the universe, is but as an 
atom or a point; but God pervades all im- 
mensity ! What an overwhelming thought this! 
God, by his essential presence, pervading the 
whole universe ! j Well may W:^ exclaim, with 
the astounded Psalmist, " O Lcard, my God, 
ihou art very great !'' (4.) God is omnipotent, 
but in speaking on this subject we rhay say^ as 
Job said; "The thunder of his power who can 
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understand?" One thing we know, "He can 
create and he destroy;" yea^ he can dash 
whole worlds to death and make them when 
he please. Literally he can do all his pleasure, 
in heaven and oh earth, throughout cJl space, 
and throjaghout 'all time ! If all men, if all 
angels, if all worlds i^ereto consjvire againJst 
him, it would be only as an atom paagnifying 
itself against a mountain, or a feather attempt- 
ing to resist awhirlwind ! And, observe, this 
omnipotent power is seated in his will; he 
willed that innumerablie angels should exist, 
and innumerable did esdst; he willed thatun- 
number^ worlds should be formed, and un^ 
numbered worlds were formed. Yes, by his 
almighty fiat, by the mysterious energy c£ his 
will, the sun, the eaxth, the moon, the stars, yea, 
all creation rose firoiji .the womb of unessential 
nigh^ an^ in beauty, in order, and grandeur, 
rolled aroUiwi his eternal throne; and should he 
BOW only will it, the sun, the earth, the moon, 
the stairs, yea, all creation ^ would immediately 
roll back intp their original nothing, and give 
pUce for a new display of the aU-creating and 
omnipotent energy of his, wilL O, this mighty, 
MIGHTY Gob! who, hy the omnipotent power -of 
his will, can bring into existence men and an- 
gds, and worlds and systems, and then blet them 
eut for etcar^ whet can we say but ^tter the Ian* 
guage of the textj ^^ O Lord my God, thou* art 
v^y great!" But the greatness of God appears^ 
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4. In tho n;iightj work of creation. We have 
spoken of his omnipotence as ai^ Attribute ; here 
we have its sublime demonstration. How vast 
is this . creation; and how wonderful in all its 
parts! How many sunife, how many worlds, 
how many systems !• How great .their iliagni- 
tude, and how immense the space in which they 
move! , Light, we akre told; moves at the rate of 
one hundred and eighty thousand miles in a 
second of time, and yet it wilL.take five years 
for a ray of light to .pass from our sun to the 
nearest star. But such facts immedia-tely con- 
found and overwhelm us. Let us take another 
view. The globe which we /inhabit is really a 
great globe, being neariy eight thousand miles 
in diameter, and twenty five thousan(J ;n cir- 
cumference. What towering mountains does 
it contain^ what broad rivers, wjiat vast oceans, 
what numerous islands, what extended conti- 
nents, and what a vast population ! If this world 
of ours is deemed large, what shall we; say of 
yonder sun, which is nearly thirteen hundred 
thousand times larger st;ll? If a globe of fire, 
as some suppose, what aii immense fiery globe, 
which, if hollow, could with ease receive into 
its bosom more than a million of such worlds 
as ours is ! — ^and if habitable, lik6 our earth, as 
others think, then what mountains, what rivers, 
what oceans j what islands, and contiijientq, .and 
what a population ! . And, after all,'what is this 
earthy and yonder sun, and all its planete, to all 
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the other «uns, and worlds, and systems, which 
telescopic glass have spread out before the eye 
of man ? Only, as the fringe upon thfe. garment 
of creation, or as a sinall- village iix some vast 
empire i for astronomers tell us that there are 
eighty i^illions of suns discovered, around 
which roll, by estimation,'twof billions four hun- 
dred millions of worlds ; and all liiese may be 
only ns the outskirts of some still mightier crea- 
tion ; and God made them all !* Jf ot only so, 
he made them without materials, and with infi- 
nite ease ; he spake, and it was done ; he com- 
manded, And it stood .fast. Another idea is this : 
This immense, immense universe is all in mo- 
tion! each, sun, and'Wprld, and system, rolling 
in its appointed orbit with a velocity most aston- 
ishing, swifter than the whirlwind passing over 
the bosom of the deep, or the meteor streaming 
along the archwaiy of heaven, or the ball thrown 
from the mouth of the thundering caanon. And 
God bears lip all, a^ in the hollow of his hand ! 
A giant would stagger under the weight of a 
small rock, and an army of giants could not roll 
one mountain, or heave one ocean ; but God 
Almighty with infinite ease bears up all worlds, 
and with infinite ease can heave end roU swiftly 
the whole creation. O Lord, my God, thou art 
very great! But once ir\ore, the greatness of 
God appeals, . 

5. In the work of redemption. This presents 
a niew view of the greatness of God, exhibiting 
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his moral grandeur ; and it is this which makes 
him emphatically and supremely great indeed. 
Infinitely great in goodness as he is infinitely 
great in power; infinitely great in allhis.moral 
as in all his natural perfections; so that, in the 
sublimest sense, it may be said of him that 
'^ He is a God, all o'«r consummate, absolute, 
full orbed, in his whole round of rays com- 
plete." In the work of redemption, .what did 
Gted do? He reconciled the claims of conflict- 
ing attributes, and in the plan of saving sinful 
man firora a deserved and everlasting -hell, he 
caused each and all of his divine attributes to 
shine out with peerless' and dazzling splendour. 
God so levied the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not peridi, but have everlasting /life. 
God could have made a greater univeri® than he . 
has made, but we cannot see how it is possible 
for God, infinite as he is, to have made a greater 
gift than he has done, so that the poet has well 
said, .- ' 

God, in the person of his Son, , * 

Hath all his mightiest \forks outdone. 

^ " If in creation we see the hand of God, in 
redempticm we see Ms heart" . If in* lire work 
of creation there be a display of God'Sy natural 
perfections which has a height and depth we 
cannot fathom, in the work of redemption, we 
have, in the exhibition of his moral perfections, 
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an jocean without bottom and without shore. 
Indeed, apcdrding to the Scriptures, the work of 
redemption , is presented to us as that which- is 
.to. the Lord jfor a crown of glory y and for a dia- 
dem of beauty; the master-piece and chief work 
of the Great .God*: that, indeed, for which all 
things else were brought into being; as it is 
written, God h^th created all things by Jesus 
Christ, to the intent (that is, for this specific 
purpose) tl\at now unto the principalities and 
powers,, in heavenly places, might be known by 
the church, {Eph..iii. 9, 10, 11,) the manifold 
wisdom of God. If, then, creation be a casket, 
redemption is the richest jewel in that casket ; 
>and if creation bp to the Xord as we have said, 
a crown of.glory, redemption is the most resplen- 
dent gem which glitters in that crown of glory. 
In the sacred volume we find it written, "Great 
and marvellqus axe thy works, Lord God Al- 
mighty ;•' in the same yolume we also find this 
exclaoaation, "How great, is his goodness, and 
how great is his beautyt" Zech. ix. 16. A being 
then, who is infinitely good, as well as infinitely 
powerful; who is, in short, infinite in every 
thing that is great and glorious, ^h6w great, how 
exceedingly great must such a Being be ! This 
i$ the God whom we worship alnd adore; our 
God for ever and ever. " O Lord, my God, thou 
art. very, very great!" 

A few. inferences, aind I have done. 

1. HoV reasoi^able it is that we should wor- 
5 
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ahip and serve this only living and true God. 
Hence the beautiful language ef the Psalmist : 
"'0 pome let ussiiig unto the Lord; let. lis 
make a joyful noise u^to the Rock q£ our sal- 
vation. Let us come before his presence with 
thanksgiving, jand make a joyftil noise unto 
him with psalms, for the Lord is a great God, 
and a great king above all gods. In his ]iand 
are the deep places of the earth ; the strength 
of the* hills is his also. -The sea is his, and he 
made it, and hi^ hands formed the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and bow down; let us 
kneel before the Lord our Maker, for he is our 
God^ and we are the people of his pasture, and 
the sheep of his hand.? Yegj it is reasonable 
that we, that all should worship and serve the 
only living and true God, henceHhe language 
of the Psalmist again : V O sing iinto the Lord 
a new song. Sing imto the Lord, all the e/arth. 
Sing unto the Lord; bless his nam6. Show 
forth his salvation from day to day ; declare 
his glory among the heathen; his wonders 
among all people, for the Lord is great, and 
greatly to be praised; he is to be Reared 'above 
all gods, for all the gods of the nations are 
idols, but the Lord made the heavens. Honour 
and majesty ar^ before him, strength apd 
beauty are in his sanctuary. • Give imto, the 
Lord, p ye kincjreds of the people, give tmto 
the Lord.gipry and strength. Give uptothe 
Lord the glofy due. unto hi& naime.;. bring an 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



REVIVAL SERliiONS. 59 

oflfering ^x^ com^ into his courts.- O worship 
the Lord in'tjxe beauty of holiness,- fear before 
him alj the earth."" 

"fiefore Jehovah's awful. throne, 
Ye nations bdw with sacred joy, 
Enow that the Lord iis Gk>d.alone^ 
He can create, and he destroy. 

His sovereign powfer, without our aid, 
Made us of clay and formed us nien. 

And wh^ like wandering sheep we strayed. 
He brought us to his fold again^ 

We are his people, we his cdre. 
Our souls, and dll our mortal frame; 

What lasting hoiiours sjiall we rear, 
Alpnighty Maker, to thy name? 

We'll crowd thy gates #ith. thankful songs, 
High as the heavens our vwces raise. 

And Earth,' with her ten thousand longues. 
Shall fill thy courts with sounding praise. 

Wide as the world i^thy command- 
Vast as eternity thy love- 
Firm as a rock thy truth must stand, 
When foiling years shall cease to move." 

Alleluia! The Lord God omnipotent reigneth! 
Axnen, Alleluia! . 

2. .How dreadful a thing it must be, to have 
this great' God ibr our enemy !'-ra God so great 
and powerfiil, who is, literally, ^very where 
present, an4 who, literally, can do all things ! 
Who can escape his notice? oij elude. his grasp? 
or escape his. power? . Assuredly, ." He that 
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can create, and can destroy,'*'-^" Ha that can 
dash whole worlds to death, and make them 
when he please ;" assuredly, he can in ..a mo- 
ment hurl the sinner down to hell, ah(i chain 
him tliere in darkness and despair! Yea, can 
destroy both soul and body in hell, and that 
ifor evQr! O. my friends, the apostle says, 
and truly does the apostle say, "It is a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God." Let , men hate me, let men torment 
me, let the stormy cloud rain thunderbolts 
upon me, and tlie terrific whirlwind sweep me 
away and dash me upon the ragged rocks, but, 
let not the great God of heaven and earth be 
mine enemy ! for in the day of his wrath who 
shall be able to stand? and his wrath, once 
kindled, burns furiously, and burn^ for ever. 
O sinner! impenitent sinner! fear the God 
who made you. "vWho would not fear thee? 
O king of nations," sayk the prophet, ".who 
would not fear thee? for to tliee doth it apper- 
tain." Surely it is right and proper that we 
should fear what is a proper object of fear, and 
if God be indeed the great Gpd .which we have 
proved him to be, certainly it is* right and pro- 
per that he should be f6£|.red, hence the Isln- 
gustge of Pefer, " Fear God;" and the language 
of the Psalmist, -*/ Stand in awe, and sin not ;" 
tod thj/s language again^ " Tremble thou earth 
at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of 
the God of Jacob;" and yet many fear not 
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God! Gpd says,. "Remember the Sabbath 
day. to; keep it holy," but they refuse to re- 
member the Sabbath day, to keep it holy; God 
says, " Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain;" but this command 
also, they daily trample upon, ,as they do, 
many, many others. The fact is, many have 
no fear of God before, their eyes,* and. positive- 
ly treat him as if he were a cipher and vv^orthy 
of no regard. They fear man, but fear not 
God, who made manf They fear the jarring 
elements, but fear riot God who controls the 
jarring elements !/ Yes, the wrath of man, and 
the violence of conflicting elements, will make 
them tremble and turn pale> but they fear not 
that God in whom they live and move and 
have their* being; who Can, in a moment of 
time, raise them to heaven, and number them 
with the bright and happy spirits around his 
throne; or, sink them down to hell, and link 
them with spirits accursed and damned for 
ever! Surely theiB is madness in the sinner's 
heart; . O sinner, fear God, that it may be well 
with you in the latter end. But, do not mis- 
understand the matter, when we call upon you 
to fear God, we do not call upon you to exer- 
cise a slavish, but a filial fear: and these are 
widely different. The one jnay consist with 
the deadliest enmity; the other only with the 
liveliest affection. The one is the fear of a 
slave towards a cruel tyrs^nt ; - the other is the 
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fear of a child towards an aflFet^tionate parent. 
The one has nothing of true religion in it; the 
other is the very essence .thereof. In short, the 
fear required is the fear! of a Joseph, who, 
when tempted to sin, saidt " How can I do this 
great wickedness, and sin Bgainst God." And 
now, my dear impeniteiit friends, remember, 
you, who have no Saviour, remember ! you 
have not yet made your peace with God, and 
you and God must m^et ! You have sinned 
against him, lo, these m^ny years! and, be 
sure, your sin wiU find you out ! O what will 
you do when God shall require your soul? 
What will you do when, amid all the terrors 
of the judgment day you shall hear the sound 
depart? ' \ 

" O wretched state of deep despair ' 
To see my God remote. 
And fix my dolefyil station where 
I must not taste his love." . 

O my unconv^ted friends! you Kave slarii- 
bered over your ' eternal interests, too . long ; 
wake up, at last, I beseech you, (3 wake up to 
the high claims of God and eternity. And I 
would now sayV ip the language of the Sa- 
viour, " Agree with thine adversary ^quickly 
whilst thou art in the. way with him, lest at. 
any time tibe adversary deliver thee tg the 
jttdge*, and the judge deliy^ thcQ to th^ oflScer, 
and thou be cast into prisbn; verily, I say unto 
tjiee thou shalt by no means come put thence. 
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.till thou hast paid th^ uttennost farthing!" O ! 
to be lost, and lost for evet! even for ever and 
ever! Thiuk upon that, and may God have 
mercy ripon your souls! 

3. How blessed it is to have God upon our 
side. If God, the great God, be for us, who 
can be against us? He, who is infinity in wis- 
dom and in power, hfe who has a control over 
all means and agents, what' a powerful friend 
and protector must he be! H^nce the lan- 
guage of the Psalmist, " As the mountains are 
round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round 
about his people, from henceforth and even 
for ever!" And again: "The Lord is my 
light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? 
the Lord is the strength of my life, of whom 
shill I be afraid?" Ah, my brethren, if God 
be upon our* side we are safe and happy, for 
titne and for eternity I and well may it be said 
happy is that people who is in such a case, 
yea; happy is that people whose God is the 
Lord ! This happiness belongs to all the truly 
pious of every place and every age. Yes, it is 
the privilege of each and all such to say with 
the sweet singer of old, ^^ This God is our God 
fpr ever and ever; h§ v^nll be our guide even 
unto death." And again: ^*The Lord liv6tb, 
and blessed be my. Rock;" and,' in the lan- 
guage of ouj text, " O Lprd^ my God, thou 
girt very greftt" There is oftentimes great 
meaniiig and great sweetness in the little pro- 
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noun my. And if it be pleasant sometimes to 
be able to say, this is my house, my field, my 
wife, my child, how much more delightful, 
yea, infinitely more delightful, after contem-^ 
plating the grandeur of the Eternal King, to 
be able to say, "this God is our God for 
ever and ever!" Yes, great and glorious as 
he is, this — ^the Christian may say, this is 
my Heavenly Father, the friend and por- 
tion of my soul ; very pleasant therefore must 
have been tlie feelings of the Psalmist when 
he uttered the language of our text, " O 
Lord, my God, thou art' very great." This is 
the langU3ge of joy, of -triumph, and of com- 
plete exultation, reminding us of -the well 
known language of Moses, •" Their rock is not. 
as our Rock, even' our eneijaies themselves 
being judges." My brethren; I repeat it, if 
God be for us who can .be. against us? He is 
a shield and buckler to his people on earth, 
and afterwards he will- receive thetn to glory* 
He was a shield to. th0 patriircTi Jacob. You 
recollect this man of God having* been im- 
properly lareated by his father-in-law, Laban, 
leaves him, and with his family arid all that he ' 
had, iSets out on liis journey to see his father 
Isaac, who was still ahve. When Lab^n 
hea^d that Jacob vi^as gone, he gathered^ force 
and pursued after hiip, resolved it Se6ms to 
bring him back. The very night however, 
before he came up with Jacob, the. Lord ap- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



EEVIVitL SERMONS. 65 

peared .to Labah the Syrian in a dream, and 
said unto him, Speak not a word to Jacpb, 
good or bad.. The next day he overtakes Ja- 
cob, and still wrEffthfulhe said, It is in the 
power of my 'hai^d to do you hurt, hut the 
Lord God of your fathers appeared to me yes- 
ternight saying,' Speak not, a word to Jacob, 
good or bad. O Lord of. hosts^ blessed is the 
man to whom thou art a shield and buckler! 
Jacob thus protected, continues his journey. 
On his way to the dwelling place of Isaac he 
must needs pass by Mount Seir, 'the dwelling 
place of Esau. It will be recollected that some 
twenty years before, Esau- had threatened that 
he would slay Jacob. Drawing near to Mount 
Seir, and remembering this, Jacob sends mes- 
sengers to Esau, to conciliate him. Esau 
deigned no reply, and Jacob'?; messengers re- 
turned to him, saying,. We came to thy bro- 
ther JGsau, and also he cometh to meet thee, 
arid four' hundred men with him; then Jacob 
was greatly afraid, and he divided the people 
that were with him, and the flocks and the 
herds, and the camels, into two bands, and 
said. If Esau' come to the one company and 
smite it, then the other company which is left 
shall escape. : Having, madef this arirangement, 
he turned aside to pray, and we may judge of 
the feelings of his heart from the wor(fe of his 
lips : " O God of my father Abraham, and God 
of my father Isaac, deliver me I pray thee 
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from the hand of my brbther, from thie hand of 
Esan, for I fear him, lest. he' Qoftie and smite 
me, and the mothef with th6 children." And 
now the moment of meeting arrives ; and as 
Esau lifted up his eyes and beheld Jacob his 
brother, the Lord touched Esau's heart, and 
he ran to meet his brother, and embraced him, 
and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they 
wept! O L^ord of hosts, blessed is the man 
whom thou dost shield and protect ! The Lord 
can hold the enemy in check by a vision of the 
night, or by converting a heart of enmity into 
a heart of love ! ^yea, in many ways. Take 
one case more: Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, had 
Sworn that Elijah should* not live another day. 
Elijah hears of the threat, and went a day's 
journey into the wilderness and sat down un- 
der a juniper tree. Methinks. I see this vene- 
rable man under' the juniper tree. He is in 
great sadness. Methinks I hear him s^h, ine- 
thinks I see the tears trickling down, his fur- 
rowed cheeks. But now he praysj and iiKe 
may judge of the feelings .of his^heaCirt . frop 
the language of his lips. It is enough nowi 
Lord, said he, take away my life, for I am 
not better than my fathers. .And ndw, my 
brethren, see that Elijah wha would willingly 
have died under the juniper tree, without a 
friend to close his eyes or dig his grave-«-only 
see! the. heavens areopetied! the heavens are 
opened ! and lo, a chariot of fire^ -and horses of 
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fire descend, aind that good man wto would 
fain have died under the juniper tree without 
a friend to close hi§ eyes or dig his grave — 
6n\y see how he is ra^t away in triumph to 
the bosom of his God, in glory! Of a truth, 
"he has found a most secure abode,* who^ ha^ 
made his refuge God." " The Lord is thy Keep- 
er," says the Psalmist, " the Lord is thy shade 
upon thy right hand. The sun shall not smite 
thee by day, nor the moon by night. The 
Lord shall preserve thee from all evil ; he shall 
preserve thy soul. The Lord shall preserve 
thy going out, and thy coming in, from this 
time forth and eveti for evermore." So that we 
may say to the humblest child of God, 

<< Go ajfkd return secure fVom death 
Till God command thee home." 

^hen comes joy, heavenly joy; bliss, unutter- 
able and everlasting bliss! O think what a full 
tide .of joy an' infinite God can pour into our 
souls, through all the ages of eternity ! O, my 
•brethren; believe me, riches are nothing; hon- 
ours are nothing; worldly pleasures are nothing ; 
thrones and kingdoms nothing, in comparison 
with the favour of God. • Thy favour, O God, 
is life; thy loving kindness is better than life; 
for if God, the great God of heaven and earth 
be for us, who can be against us? O ! then seek 
his fiivour, and may you* never rest until you 
find feweet repose in1;he bosom of a God recon- 
ciled through the mediation of his Son. Amen. 
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SERMON III. 



CHRISt THE MEDIATOR. 

Who, being in th6 form of 6od» thought it not robbery to be eqnal 
with God : but made hiHiself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men : and 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God 
also hath highly, exalted hifn and given him a name which is aboTe 
every name ; that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
thihgs.in heaven, and things in 'earth, and things under the earth ; 
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the. Father.-^PHiL.Mi. 6^11. 

In these words, my brethren, we have, 

i. The mediatorial character , work andghry 
of Christy and ' . . 

II. The grand design of the whole. 
I. The mediatorial character, work and glory 
of Christ— By the mediatorial character of 
Christ, we are to understand, not his essential, 
but his official chara^cter— that which he, as 
mediator, sustains in the economy of man's 
redemption. Had man i^ever existed; or ex-' 
isting, had never fallen; or fallen, had nevdr 
bean redeemed, the Eternal Son of Gpd had 
never assumed the name pf Jesus Christ or Me-^ 
diator. This is> unquestionably^ that new nauke 
spoken of in the book of Revfelatibn, iii. 12, and 
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that name whicli is above every name, made 
mention of in the passage now before us. En- 
tering upon, the glorious v^ork of man's redemp- 
tion, he assumes a new name, and sustains a 
new character. This character is commonly 
denominated his mediatorial chatacter< The 
scope of our text would lead us, however, to 
speak not so much pf those offices which be- 
long to the mediatorial character of Christ, as 
of that union of the human ' and divine nature 
in the^ person of Christ, upon^ which the media- 
torial character is founded, and. which indeed 
gives to it all its dignity, and sweetness, and 
excellence, and perfection. . Here it will be 
necessary for us, by sound scriptural argu- 
ment, to .establish this proposition, that Jes^is 
Christy as MeS^atorf possesses two natures — the 
divine and humdny in mysterious^ yet aU-harmo- 
nidus union. This is a doctrine- of prime im- 
portance.^ It lies at the very foundation of the 
whole Christian system^; ;and with it, the most 
precious hopes of the believer must live or die. 
No wonder, then, if we be tenacious f6r this 
doctrine^ no wonder if we cling to it, as the 
miser plings to his gold; for "if the founda- 
tions be destroyed^ what can the righteous 
do?^' ..In establishing this point, we shall 
aidddce only one argument, with some col- 
lateral proofs — ^I say only one argument, but 
that, humbly conceived to be, both clear and 
unanswerable— if is this : In thisr volume, the 
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Bible, there are certain things affirmed of Jesus 
Christ, which can properly be p^ffirmed only of 
the huaftan nature; and yet, in the very same 
volume, certain other things Me aflfirmed of 
himr which* c^ properly be* affi«med OAly of 
the . divine nature. Now these two. classes of 
affirmations, in the. very nature of the case, 
cannot'.be true, except on the principle that 
Jesus Christ possesses, as we have said, bpth 
the .human and "divine nature, in mysterious, 
yet all-harmouious union. How do we prove 
that a living man possesses both a^ soul and 
body in union? Very much in this way. 
Speaking of this man, for i^xample, I say that 
he . has flesh, . bones, ., blood, and is mortal. 
These things, w^ all see, belong not to his 
soul, but to his body, and prove— what ?^ cer- 
tainly that he has a true body. Yet, speaking 
of the very same individual, I change my lan- 
guage, and also affirm that h^ has memory, 
will, and underttandingy and is immortal, ' Now- 
here is a new set of attributes, which evidently 
belong not. to the body, but to the soul, and 
prove — what? assuredly, that this man. has 
also a soul, u reasonable soul. The connecting 
link between the soul and the hody may^ be 
unseen; the union may be absolutely inscru- 
table. It matters nOt,.th« facts aare clear, and 
therefore the ..inference is irresistible : this man. 
has, in himself, mind ^nd. matter united; he 
has both a soul and a body, in inysterious, 3^t 
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all-hermonipus .union. Now let us bring this 
principle of reasoning to bear upon the case in 
hand. And first, with regard to the human 
nature of Christ. Here we, need not enlarge ; 
the doctrine is not controverted; we need only 
remind you of ^those parages of -Scripture, 
which tell us plainly, that Jesus Christ was 
,born of a woman : was made .under the law— 
and that he wept, hungered, thirsted, died! 
These things we all see, appertain not to the 
divine nature, but to the human, and - prove — 
what ? Certainly that Jesus Christ possessed the 
human nature ; was very man, had a true body, 
arid a reasonable soul ; was as truly a man as 
any in this ai^embly. This is a precious doc- 
trine; we. have never denied it — the Apostle 
never did-^his language is this : ^* Forasmuch 
as the children were partakers of flesh and 
blood,- he also himself took part of the same." 

But wit];i regard to the second point, that in 
connexion with t[he human nature our Saviour 
also possessed a nature strictly speaking divine. 
Notice the afiirmations in our text: "who, .be- 
ing in the- form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God." Here are two joffirmations, 
having reference to the supreme divinity of 
Christ. Take the first, " Who being in the form 
of God." Here, the apostle affirms that, origi- 
nally, Jesu^ Christ was in the form of God. 
Now. as God! is sm infinite spirit, possessed t)f 
incommunicable attributes, and arrayed in 
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peerless, uncreated glory, it is very certain 
that no mere .creature can possess the teal form 
of God, and that, it iS the reat, and not assimi- 
lated .form of God, is evident from what the 
apostle says in his. epistle to th^ Hebrews, i. 3, 
where he declares Jesus Christ to be the bright- 
ness of ,the Father's glory, and the express 
image of his person. "The brightness of the 
Father's glory." Now as the brightness of the 
natural sun in the heavens, is of the same na- 
ture and date with that great lunfinary itself, 
and may be distinguished, but not separated, 
even so, in the unity of, the Godhead, the Fa- 
ther and the Son are in essence one and the 
same,- co-equal, co^ternal. Th^ may be distin- 
guished, biit not separated- When, therefore, 
the apostle declares that Jesus Christ ^as.-in 
the form of God, the idea is this, that Jesus 
Christ possesses in himself, really and substan- 
tially, all the perfection? of God the Father's 
person* In confirmation of this, notice the fol- 
lowing remarkable facts : 1.. That the sublimest 
works of the supreme God are .ascribed . to 
Christ. — Is creatixin the work of God? No man 
denies it; and yet John tells us that, ^'AU things 
were made by him; and without him was not 
any thing ^lade that was made." John i. 3. Is 
preservation the. work of God? 'Who denies 
that? And yet Paul tells us that Jesua Christ 
upholdeth all things by the word of his power, 
Heb. i. 3. Is the work ef resurrection the work of 
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God? Who- but an omnipotent God can wake up 
the slumbering nations of the dead, whose ashes 
have been scattered to the four winds of hea- 
ven; buriied, it may be, beneath the mountain's 
base and the ocean's wave? Yet the blessed 
Saviour says, "J am the resurrection and the 
life; I will raise hinj up at the l^t day." John 
xi. 25. Is the work of dnal judgment the work 
of God ? The Bible says !expressly> God is judge 
himself, and yet the apostle says, **We must all 
appear before the judgment-steat of ; Christ." 
2 Cor. V. 10, But the doctrine before us falls in 
with another remarkable fact, that the sub- 
limest names- of the supreme God are "given to 
Jesus Christ, viz. God. Thus the Everlasting 
Father, addressing the Son, says, " Thy throne^ 
God, isi for ever, and eVer." Heb. i. 8. \' True 
(?od;" thus John says, "JesUs Christy this is 
the true God." LJohn v. 20. .^* Mighty God." 
Is., ix. 6. " The Lord of Glory." 1 Cor. ii 8. 
The Prince of Life." Acts iii. 15. " The First 
and the Last" Rev. ii. 8. "The Almighty.'-' 
Rev. L 8. "Over all, God blessed for ever." 
Rom. ix. 5. Now, give these naimfes to Peter, 
or -to Paul,' to Michael; to Gabriel, to the loftiest 
angel in heaven, and ther^ is blasphemy in it; 
and yet they arie given to Christ; and that, too, 
by tho^e who spake as they were moved by -the 
Holy Ghost. This can be Accounted for- only 
by the fact stated, that Jesus Christ possesses 
in himself, really and substantially, all the per* 

6 
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fections of God the Father's person. And no- 
tiqe how this doctrine falls in with arjother re^ 
niarfeable fact, that the sublimest honours of 
the Supreme God are given to Jesus- Christ.- 
Witness the language of Thbmas-^*' My Lord 
and my God.!'^ Witness what is said of Ste- 
phen, the first martyr — "A'^^dthey stoned Ste- 
phen, calling upon , God, and saying. Lord 
Jesus receive my spirit." Witness the form 
of baptism: "In- the name of the Father, and 
of the Son,, and of the Holy Ghost." Now 
whatever is to be implied in the name of the 
Fathei;, is of course also to be implied an the 
name of the Son. But hark! pseans are sound- 
ing in the world above! '^Worthy is the Lamb 
that was dain,- to receive power, and riches,. and 
wisdom, and honour, and glory, and blessing." 
Rev; V. 12, There is no adoration loftier thafi 
this; no worship; more slyictly speaking, di- 
vine; yet Jesus Christ is the object of it. What 
makes this matter more remarkable is th^s: It 
is written, "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and liim only shalt thou setve." Accord- 
ingly, we find that no good man, rio good angel, 
ever -consented to receive divine honours. No 
good man: — Paul and Barnabas wete good men: 
taving wrought a stupendous mi^^le at Lys- 
tra, the people cried out,, in the language of 
Lycaotiia, "The gods have come dowji to us in 
the likeness of meli f' and the priests of Jupiter 
l)rought oxen Bibd garlands to the gates of the 
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cily, and would' have done sacrifice with the 
people — ^would have paid Paul and Barnabas 
divine hbnours.. Did these good men consent? 
They rent their clothes, and ran in aniongst 
tlie people, crying out and saying, " Sirs! why 
do ye these things? we are men of like passions 
with you;" No good aigel ever consented to 
receive divine hpnours. You recollect a good 
angel once "- appeared to John, in the Isle of 
Patmos. John, dazzled by the effulgence of his 
splendour, fell down at^his feet to worship him. 
Did this good angel consent to receive this 
divine honour? He wa^ in a hurry to repel it; 
" I am thy fellow servanfri— worship Gotf." See^ 
tlien, how good men and angels all point to su-. 
preme. divinity as the only proper object of re- 
ligious worship and adoration. Now, is it not 
remarkable that, the blessed Saviour hiiAself 
appeared to tlie same John; in the same Isle of 
Patmos, and John, dazzled by the effulgence of 
his splendour, Ml 'down at his feet akb? Did 
the blessed Saviour give the holy apostle any 
charge against worshipping. Mm? Mark* the 
difference! He laid his right hand upon him, 
saying, '^ Fear not, I am the First and. the Laist ! 
I am he that liveth, and was dead, ^nd behold I 
am alive for evermore, ameft; -and have the 
keys of hell and of death!" And this reminds 
me of that: sublime doxology Uttered by the 
same -exile in Patmos, in his own name and 
that of the whole church) militant and irium- 
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phant—" Unto Him that loved us, and washed 
us ^m our sins in hi» own blbod, and hath 
made' us kings and priests unto God* and his 
Father; to him be glory and dotoiuion, for ever 
and .ever." Mark, "to Mm' who loved us and 
•wash^ us from our sins in hisown blood — to 
him be )glory and dominion, for ever and ever." 
Let any being be invested with glory and Jio- 
minion for dver and ever, and, he is invested 
with the honoujs of supreme -divinity — ^he as- 
cends the llirotie of the universe, ?ind he is 
inaugurated God over all! These things; in 
relation to Jestis Christ, Bxe yeiy remarkable, 
and can be eifpl^ined, as I humbly conceive, 
only on the gtound already stated, that Je^us 
Christ po^esses in himself, really arid substan- 
tially, ail the perfections of God the Fatt^r's 
person. • In confirmation of this position, take 
this passage of scripture: "Philip feaith unto 
him. Lord, show us the Father, and it stiffioeth 
us. Jesus sfdth unto hiiji. Have I been so Icmg 
time with you, and yet hast thou not known 
me, Philip? hfe that Kathleen m^ hath seen thfe 
Father: and hqw gayest thou then. Show ua 
the: Father? Belie vest thou^ot that I am in 
flie Father, and the Fa^er in ine?" Johnxiv. 
8, 9, 10. To .crpwn tjie naattcir, notice how the 
apostle expresses the doettine almdst in. the 
very words Vhich w^ have uttered : " In him 
[Jesus Christ J dwelleth all the falnesff of the 
<^head bodily." -Cd. ii. 9.. HoW strong is 
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this langitage! Every word ettiphatic! In 
him, Jesus Christ, dwelleth, all the fulness of 
the Godhead, bodily. If this does not (express 
the idea of God incarnater— literally God incar- 
nate — ^what idea- does- it present? • And here. I 
would remark— ras thought, written or uttered, 
is thought emhodied, so Christ, -in human form, 
is God madfe manifest in the flesTi.- 

Having introduced the tejrm "Godhead," 
permit me to make a remark or two.touehing 
the mysterious and sublime doctrine of the 
Trinity. Some stjimble at it, and why Z — On 
the supposed ground, of its involving an ab^ 
surdity. Now, we positively aflSrm, that' the 
doctrine of a triune God^ as we r^eive it, 
^ does not invojv^ ev6n ;the; shadow of an ab^ 
surdity ; for, ^^^hen w:^ say 'that "there are three 
persons in the Godhead, the. Father, the Son, 
and thj9 . Holy Ohc^t, and these three are one 
God, thp &me in substance, ecjual in power 
and glory— observe, we do not say^ that they 
are three, in the same sense in which they are 
one; nor one in the same. sens0 in which they 
are three. That would be an! absurdity ; we 
simply sayi in one sense three, in another 
sense one. Is there any thing incredible in 
this? By no means.. .Rain, hail; and snow^ are 
three distinctions of one and the very same 
element. Aijd altht;)ugh I would not say, that 
rain is hail, jnof that hail is snow, yet; I will 
say, what I Ixave ^ right to say, and what is 
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certainly most true— in substance chie; in dis- 
tinction three. Just. so with regard .to the 
unity of the Godhead; • Although I wo^ld not 
say, that the Fathei* is the Son, nor the Son 
the Holy Ghost, yet I will -say, yrhat I have, a 
right to «ay, and what is certainly a great 
Bible truth*— in ^ essence one; in distinction 
three. Do I introduce this illustration to ex- 
plain the mode of the divine subsistence? Cer- 
tainly not. I cannot explain the mode of my own 
existence, how then^ can I explain that of my 
Maker, who is an itifinite Spirit? J introduce 
the illustration, simply to show that there is no 
occasion for stumbling here, particularly when 
we remember that it is written, "Canst thou 
by searching find out God? Canst thou find 
out the Almighty to perfection? It is high as 
heaven^ what canst thou do? deeper than hell, 
what canst thou know? The. measure thereof 
is longer than thp earth— it is broader than the 
sea."* ^ r " • . 

* According to philosophers,, and, what is incomparably 
better, according to the apostle Paul, man himself, who is 
safd to have been made after 'the similitude of God — yes, 
man himself consists of three distinction?: body, $oul, ^nd 
spirit. 1 Thess. V. 2.8. By the body, we understand, the 
material frame;, by the sotil, the anipial life, which we have 
in commcm.wilh the brutes that peHsh; and by the spirit, 
(uaua}ly called thiB soul,) tjie immortal principle. Now hefe, 
we perceive, even in ourselves, according to this statement, 
a threefold 'existence, not only in union, but in unity. Why 
then shbuld we stumble at the doctrine of the Trinity as 
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• But to resume t]ie argument touching th^ 
Supr^nie divinity of • Christ: takq the second 
affirmation in our text— r" Thought it not rob- 
Dery to he equal with God." ^ow, as a- good 
writer, observes, if Jesus Christ thought it not 
robbery to be equal- with God, it was no rob- 
bery; aiid if no robbery, he was equal; and if 
equal, . he must b^ God. But some one may 
Say, "if Jesu3 Christ be, strictly speaking, ja 
divine person, how can he, being divine, being 
God, be said to be equal with God ? Will t^ot 
this, then, in^ply that .there are two Oods, 
equal, separate and independent?'! I answer, 
that in a matter so far removed beyond all 
comparison, and' alLsimilitude, illustrations are 
rarely proper. I wiU however introduce one, 
simply, to show that the thing is by jio means 
incredible. Water, in • a vessel, may subsist 
under two form?; as & fluid, and as .a solid*; 

revealed in the sacred volume? The truth is, in our cate- 
chisms, creeds, and confessions, the doctrine of the Trinity 
is presehted, if I may so speak, in a skeleton form, and 
therefore presented to great disadvantage, for no skeleton 
hag any jchanyis; but in the sacred volume, it is presented 
in, living beauty, each person in the cuiorabte Godhead 
teing there presented, as s\jistaining some, peculiar office in 
the economy of redemption. For example: The Father 
is represerited as planning the glorioys schepip of man's 
redemption; the Son as executing that scheme, -and the 
Hqly Qhost, as applying to, all believers the benefits of that 
planned and .purchased redemption, and thus exhibiting the 
Godhead, to a ruined world, in glorious, yet distinct mani" 
festations. - ^ ^ 
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or as watet and ice. They may be compared 
with each other, and one may be said to be 
equal with the other; but. if you do not lik^ 
our interpretation, Jiere is the passagfeji anil 
what will' you do with it?*— "Thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God." If Jesus Christ 
possess net a nature, strictly speaking, divioej 
he D[iust of course be a mere ere^tute — a Jinite 
being! My brethren, you may compare a grain 
of sand with the whole earth; a drop of water, 
with the mighty ocean; and eVen'a.ray of light 
with yonder stupendous orb of day ; but, verily,. 
you may not compare a creature with the uii-r 
created God;, nor that which, is finite,- with 
that which is infinite. In no sense whatever, 
can there be an equality — ^with no propjiety 
whatever, can there be even a * comparison. 
The case .then is clear, Jesus .Christ is God : 
that is,. possesses in himself, really andsubstaii-. 
tially, all the perfections of God, the Father's 
Perjsqn. W§ Have also, shown that Jlesus Christ 
possesses also a humjin j^ature. .Our great doc- 
trine then is established, that Jesus Christ, as 
Mediator, possesses' two natures, the divine 
and human, in mysterious, yet all-harmonious 
union. Ah! this my stenoUs ximoxi] Some 

* I am aware that tfiose who reject our doctriqiB, give . 
another rendering to' this passage, and indeed to every 
passage which we have quoted, or shall yet ^uote, numerous 
as they are. Strange that so many passages should.haVe 
been wrongly translated ! ' 
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stumble at thd-mt/siery oi the incarnation ; and 
is riot the union of soul and body* in man 'a 
mystery? und yet who stumbles at this? Hav* 
ing. evidence df tha fact^we bQlieve the one; 
why not, having* evidence of the* fact, believe 
the other alpo ? But was the apostle Paul aware 
of the mystery?* He was. * Did he stumble at 
it ? I give you his own words^ you can judge 
as' well as\L '^* Without ^controvei'sy,". says he, 
** great is the mystery of godliness, God was 
manifest in the flesh." 1 Tim. 3. 6. Observe: 
lie admits it to be a mt/stery—he goes farther : 
he admits it to be a great mystery; rnoreover; 
he iw^ould h^re us to understand, that there is 
no use to have any oontrovBrsy upon this point. 
Themystery^f the incarnation is not denied. 
'' Without (Controversy, great is the mystery of 
godlmesai: God was manifest in tb^ flesh." 
Now if the apostle did not stumble at the mys- 
tery of the humatt atid divine nature in the 
person of Christ, neither do I-rt-nay, more, he 
gloried. in it; Rom. ix. 5; and therefore so 
will I. . And, .indeed, well may we all; for, ais 
I shall now show yoil, if, it be a mystery, it is a 
blessed mystery — ^foll of sweetness as well as 
full of wonder; for, observe, 

1, How essential, the twofold nature of 
Christ is to the various parts of his mediato- 
rial work. For example: he must have a hu- 
man nature to obey the law which man had 
violated, and thus to magnify the law and 
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make it honourable; but it is equally neces- 
sary, in this matter, that he should * have a 
divine nature also, to;giye merit to His obedi- 
ence. Suppose that Jesus Christ ^ere e mere 
man, what could his obedience avail? He 
would have to say, as we do, I am an unprbr 
.fit^ble^seryant; I have done no more than was 
my duty;- but, according to the Sctiptiires, Jpy 
his obedience- shall many be made righteous. 
So he must have a human nature to obey the 
law, and the divine nature to btamp value 
upoii that obedience. Again: he rnust have 
a hiamali nature to suffer, arid the divine na- 
ture to give eiB^cacy to those sufferings. Yes, 
according to the Scriptures, the Mediator mtist 
siiffer, as it is writteu, f*He must suffer many 
things of the elders, and chief priests, and 
scribes, and be killed, and the third day rise 
again." Matt. xvi. 21. And again: "It be- 
hoved Christ to suffer.'! Luke xxiv. 46. And 
again: "Ought not. Christ to have suflfered 
these things?". Luke xxiv^ 36. Nay more, it 
is written,- "Without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission:" Heb. ix. 22. In order 
tf> make an atonement then, Christ must Be- 
come a substitutionary sacrifice-^must suffer ; 
but the divine nature c.ann6t suffer, carniot 
^be wounded for our transgressions, nor bruised 
for our iniquities; hence, Christ must have a 
human nature, to suffer ;\ but- here again it is 
equally necessary that he should have a divine 
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nature, as -^e have stated, to give' efficacy to 
his suflFerings;. for, suppose Jesus Christ were 
no more than a mere man, what could his suf- 
ferings avail? The martyrs suffered much, 
their blood flowed in torrents! but we never 
hear that the blood of the martyrs availed to 
the washing aws^y of a single sin of their own ; 
but with regard to this mysterious sufferer, it 
is said, "His blood deanseth from all sin." 
1 John i. 7i And again :' " Behold thb Lamb 
of God which taketh awajr thos sin of the 
world.' John i, 29; Thus you perceive it 
is necessary that Jesus Christ, "as Mediator, 
should possess a liumau nature to suffer j and 
also a divine nature to give efficacy to those 
sufferings; But some maA may say, " Sir, 
you haye thrown some light 1ipon this point, 
but the point is not clear yet. You say that 
tha human naftuire cannot merit, nor the divine 
nature suffer, then, after all, how can the suf* 
ferings of the human nature .of Christ have so 
much efficacy?" I*r6ply, there is no difficulty 
here at all. Here is a. clod of earth. In that 
form you may strike it about at pleasure — no 
harm done;, but let this clcd of earth be formed 
into the body of a man ; let it be united, to 
the soul of a man, a prince, a king, a con- 
queror! an^, verily, you may not now strike it 
about at your pleasure! Who does not see that 
an injury done to that clod of earth, in its new 
form, as united to th6 soul- of a man, a prince, 
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a kii;igj^ a conquerpr, is to all, intents and pur- 
poses, the same as an. injury done, to the soul 
of that man,, that prince, that king, that con- 
queror? The case then i& simply this, although 
the human nature of Christ could not meril^ 
nor his divine nature suffer, yetvby virtue of 
the union, of the human and divine hatui'e in 
theiper^n of Christ, the sufferings of the hu- 
man, are as , if they were the sufferings of the 
divine nature. ^* It is the altar which sanctifies 
the gift."- The SaviQur himself furnishes the 
illustration. The divine, nature is Ae altar, 
the human nature of Christ, is the victim of- 
fered upon that altar, and the. altar sanctifies 
the giftr-the very< illustration of Christ him- 
self ! ^ , ' ... ;' . 

But again: Christ, as Islediafpr, must .have 
a human nature to have a brother's h^art ;• a 
divine JiatuVe to liave an almighty arm. You 
recollefctthat when God descended,. iA terrible 
majesty, upon "Sinai's awful moiint; the p^o* 
pie, greatly, alarmed"; removed tod ^tood afStr 
off, and said unto Moses, *' Speak thou with 
us, and we will hear, but let not God speak 
with us,* lest we die." , Nay, . even Moses him- 
self exclaimed, **I do- exceedingly fear and 
quake!''. How natural the;i to wish, with the 
man of Uz, that there were some days-inan to 
lay his hand upon both parties. In our blessed^ 
Redeemer this desire' is- fuliy> met; for, as we 
have said, he has a Humana nature to have a 
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brother's heart, a divine nature- to have an 
almigjity arm*. Both natures are equally ne- 
cessary, for suppose that Christ had a human 
nataire only^ then certainly he could, have a 
brother^s h^art; could sympathize :Vdth us, be- 
ing touched with a feUow feeling of onr in- 
firmities, ^aid this would be soothing; but if 
this were allj aftiid -all his tender syinpathies, 
we might sinfc down in hopeless sorrow !. But 
O !^ del%htful truth ! ottr Mediator is in all 
respects, fitted for his appointment. As a man 
he-ha§all the innocent sensibilities of our na- 
ture : 

( . ■ " 

" He knows what sore temptations mean, 
For he has iielt the same." 

'' We have not. an High Priest," says. the apos- 
tle, "who cannot be touched With a feeling 
of our infirmities, but was tempted in alVpoints 
like as we are^ yet without sin/' Yes, it is 
even so : ' 

" He in the days of feeble flesh,* 
Poured out his cries and tears ; 
Andin his measure feels afresh / 
• What every -member beara.'** 

This is a precious doctrine. ^ The human na- 
ture of Christ brings, him. very near to our. 
hearts, aud the id^, that, exialted- as he- is, he 
can be totiched with a fellow feeling of our 
infirmities, is, I repeat it, very soothing; but if 
this were all, what would it avail to the saving 
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of our souls? No! He must have something 
more than sympathy, he roust have power. He 
iijust have something more than a^brotherj^ 
heart, he must have an almighty, armi and, 
accQ^ding to our doctrine, sp it is: henqe, in 
the Scriptures, he is presented to. us • as one 
able to save unto the. uttermost. H^b. vii» 26. 
O -glorious Mediator! O precious Redeemer ! 
One who has all the glories of a God, attem- 
pered with the milder beauties of a perfect 
man ! One so distant, and yet so near! Only 
think, my brethren, (sweet thought J) our 
blessed Saviour has a human nature, t6 hsive 
a brother's .heart ! — a divine nature; to have 
an almighty arm ! 

" 'TiU God in human flesh I see, • 

" My thoughts no comfort fiiid^ 
The Holy, Just and Sacred Thr^, . 

Are terrors to tny rt\ind ; 
But if Immanuel's face appear, ' ^ • 

My hopei my joy begins; ' , , 

His name (brbids my. slavish fear, 
• His grace remoVes niy sms. 
While Jews on their own 14 w, rely. 

And Qreeks of wisdom l)Qast,. 
I love tV* Incarnate fnystery, 

And there I fix my trust." 

If the twofold natiire of Christ be a mystery, 
(and I deny it n0t,) it is a blessed mystery, full 
of sweetness as weU as full of wonder ; for, 0}> 
serve, - * 

2. How beautifully it falls in with the ac- 
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count given of our blejjsed Saviour, whilst lie 
tabernacled l^ere on earth. In this account, 
circumstances of, humility, apid circumstances 
of grandeur, are made strangely and sweetly* to 
blend together in the person of Christ; point- 
ing out, at the same time, both his, human and 
divine nature. • See the blessed Saviour, bom 
in Bethiehem; born of 8l woman, and laid in a 
maiiger! , Here are circumstances of humility,' 
pointing out his hupzan nature; but mark th^ 
circumstances of grandeur ^proclaiming.his di- 
vide natiire. A. star announces his. birth, and 
angels sing his natal song! See him at the 
grave of Lazarus! He weeps like a man; and: 
then; with authority, says, "Lgizarus, come 
forth!" -fe^^'a Godn Approaching the b.arren 
.% teee, he hungers like a man; and then, with 
a word, withers the fig tree away, like- a God: 
During a raging storm on the .sea of Tiberias, 
h§ lay in the hmder p*rt of'.the &hip„ with his 
head iipoA a pillow ; he slept /eAre a man. Being 
called upon', he arose and rebuked the winds* 
and the sea, like a God. Having wrought a 
stupendous miracle, he goes -into a mountain 
apart to pray, like a man; and at the fourth 
watch of ,the night, he comes to his disciples^ 
walking upoiiv the water, like a God. ,A^ a 
md%. he pays tribute money; as a God, he 
causes a fislvof the d§ep to bring to him. the 
tribute money, pisciples of Christ! O see your 
Saviour, oh. yonder, bloody tree! nailed to the 
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^cross, he* strfFers like a.n\an; and yet, in the 
midst of his sufferings' he op^ns the gates of 
Paradise to the dying thief, like a God. And 
see, too, in»yond(Br sepulchre, alasl ip; yonder 
sepulchre — ^the hope of Israel, wrapt /in the 
winding gheet, lies^ pale,and" cold in jdeath, like 
u man. Butlo! in thd tnorningof the third 
d^y> 'ty his own immortal <6nergies^ ha burst 
the bands of death,, and^arose triumpl^ant like a 
G(fd. And see him, too, after his resurrection : 
he' meets witji 1;iis disciples, takes a piece of a 
broiled fish, and of an honey- comb, and did eat 
with them like a 'man. And then- he leads 
them out to Bethany and blesses them ; end as 
he blesses tjkem, he ascends in a. cloud ,in 
radiant majesty^ far above all heavens, a God 
confessed f God is gone up with a shout! The. 
Lord with the soiind of a. trumpet! Sing 
praises unto ^od; sing pirdises! /Sing praises 
unto our King, sing praises 1 . 

"All hail the. powpr of Jesuis' name,. 

Let angels prostrate fall ; 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
Arid crown hiip Lord o^ all.*^ ' , 

• 3. If the unioii of the human and divine 
nature in the person of Christ be a mystery, it 
is a blessed mystery, for it serves very clearly 
and beautifully to' harmonise many passages of 
Scripture which oil no other principle, \ verily 
believe, can be made to- harmonize. For ex-r 
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ample: In onepitace Jesus Christ is called a 
man; in another place, GcxJ. Heb. i. 8. In one 
place, David's Son, Matt xj^i. 42; in another 
place, 'David's. Lord. MatJ. xxii. 45. In one 
place he says, "My Father is greater than I;" 
John X. 29; in another place, "I and my .Fa- 
ther are one." John x. 30. In one place he is 
said to be a Lamb slain, in another place, the 
Prince of Life, who only hath immortality.* 
Now deny our doctrine, and I defy any man 
on earth, -or angel in heaven, to reconcile these 
passages. • Admit the doctrine and /all is beau- 
tiful and harmonious. With regard to his hu^ 
plan nature, Jesus Christ is a man; with re- 
gard to his ditdne nature, Ged; with regard to 
his humq/n nature he is David's Son; with re- 
gard to his divine nature, David's Lord. Refer- 
ring to his human nature, or official character, 
he can say, " My Father* is greater than I;" re- 
ferring to his divine nature, or essential charac^ 
ter, he can say, " I and my Father are one." As 
to his human nature, he is a Jjamb slain; as to 
his dimne natvtte, the- Prmceo/* lAfe^ who only 
hath immortality. And now to put the beaute- 
ous crown upon the. whole,, and to convince 
you Ihat this is indeed the true scriptural doc- 
trine, hear the words of the Saviour' himself j 
"I am the- root and offspring of David, and 
the bright and niorning Star." Now this is 
a very remarkable passage of scripture, and 

♦ C!ompar6 Acts iii. 16 ; Rev. xix. 16; 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16. 
7 
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should settle the doctrine af the twofold nature 
of Christ forever; for, observe! if Jesus Christ 
possessed . the divine nature, and that only, he 
could n^ost assuredly b6 David's root, the 
source of David'd b^ing; but in this case, how 
could he be Pavid's ofEspring? On the other 
hand, if Jesus Christ possessed the human na- 
ture, .and that only, he could then certainly be 
David's offspring; but here again, how, in this 
case, could he be Dfetvid's root? the source ^f 
David's being? But possessing both the hu* 
man and diviiie nature, he can say,- as he does 
say, " I am the root sftid offspring of David, and 
the brightand morning star;" evidently refer- 
ring to his mediatorial character.' ^'Rising,'' 
as one remarks, "in* his incarnation, as the 
bright and morning star,- he introduced the 
gospel day; xising as the bright and morning 
star in thfe influences of hi^ spirit, he* intro- 
duces the day of grace an.d comfort in. the sin- 
ner's soul; ^nd rising, at last, in his bright ap- 
pearing to judge the^ world, hie will to his saints 
usher in the coronation-day-— the day of a bl^st 
eternity. Bright and morning Star! Star pf 
'hope to the dying sinner! StSr of hope to a 
sinking world! shine upon this heart of 
jnine.'^ • 

Having considered the mediatorial character 
df Christ,' let us next consider his mediatorial 
work- .And by this- we are to understand all 
that our blessed Saviour did, and suffered^ to 
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achieve the redemption of. maH, commonly 
termed 'liis active and passive obedience. It 
would very far transcend the limits of this dis^ 
course to lay before you, in detail, all the varied 
parts of the mediatorial wdrk of Christ; nor is 
it necessary on the present occasion, for, by a 
very commdn figure of speech, a part is here 
put for the. whole; the. apostle summing up the 
wholfe in the humiliation .of .Christ, and this, 
with singular propriety, in the connexion of 
our text, inasmuch a? his deep humiliation on 
earth ie here • presented in striding contrast 
with the august dignity which he originally 
had, when, being* in the fotni of God, * he 
thought it not robb^y to be equal With God. 
In this astonishing humiliation there are several 
steps. ^ . 

. I;'." He wa&made in tha likeness of men.'^ 
That is, he, who originally, "was the bright* 
ness of the Father's glory, aAd the express 
image of his persoYi," was, in his incarnatioii, 
so veiled, so clouded, that he no Ibnger appear- 
ed in tl^e form of God, but- in the likeness of 
men. '^^t'orasmuch as' the children were par- 
takers of flesh and blopd/' says tl^e. apostle, 
" he also hitnself took part of tl^e same." What 
a stoop of condescension ! The Prince of life, 
and Lord of glory,* in the likeness of men ! 



' s— — llarp ! lift thy voice oh high ! 

Shout angels ! shout aloud 'ye sons of men, 
And burn my heart with th' eternal flame !" 
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. 2. "He took upon him tto form of a ser- 
vant." Observe! thi,s glorious One not oiily 
took upon him human nature, but human na- 
tui^p in a lo^ condition : •" he took upon him/^ 
says our text; "the form of a servant;" not 
the form of a prince, or a king, but the form of 
^ servant. How .wdnderful- is this I Nor was 
he asbartied to take this stJep of humiliation for 
the godii of man, he rather gloried in it ; and 
how touching are his allusions to this- very 
thing! "The Son* of man," says he, "came 
not to be ministered unto, but. to minister;" 
that is, to act the part of a servant. And again 
said he to his disciples, " Whether is greater, 
he that sittQth at m6at, or he that serveth? Is 
not he that sittetb at meat? but I am among 
you as heiihat serveth." • Blessed Jesus! But 
most emphatically did our great Redeemer as- 
sume the, form of a servant, when, rising from 
the paschal supper,' he laid aside his garment, 
and took a towel and girded himself, and hav- 
ing pourfed ^ater into, a basin> he began to 
wash his disciples' feet with the wafer, and to 
wip^ them with the towel wherewith he was 
girded! And this is thfe Saviour that made 
my mother sing in death! the same Jesus, 
who, as thousands have testified, "•can make a 
dying bed feel soft as dowiiy pillows are:" 
Sinner! this is the Saviour whom you ne- 
glect! Is this ,thy kindness to thy friend? 

3. "He made himself of' no. reputation." 
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Even some servants have 9. high character,, 
and are greatly, esteemed, but- the Lord of 
glory, in his mysterious incarnation, volunta- 
rily places himself in those pircum^tancefe in 
which he received not the honours due to his 
name* " He came unto his own," says the 
apostle, " and his own received him not." Al- 
though he was the Rose of Sharon, and the 
Lily of the Vallies, yet he was esteemed as a 
root out of a dry groi^nd, having no form nor 
comeliness ; nay^ more, as predicted of him, 
he was despised and rejected of men! a man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief. O ! tell 
me, did not our blesseki Saviour appear as one 
witherut reputation when the Samaritans r^ 
fused to receive him into their villages? When 
the Gadarenes besought him to depart out of 
thfeir coast? and when the men of his own 
city^ Nazareth, led him to the brow pf the hill 
upon which their city was built, to cast him 
down headtong, a^ one unfit to live? O! tell 
me, did not the Saviour of lost men appear as 
one without reputation, when he was openly 
rejected' by the chief priests and pharisees, 
and reproachfully called a gluttonous man and 
a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans' and sin- 
ners? whfen he was, betrayed by one disciple, 
denied T3y another, andfprsaken by all? when 
the multitude came out against him, as against 
a thief with iswords and Staves, to take him? 
See him arrested as a prisoner; bound as a 
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ctilprit ; ' Jiurried to the hall of Caiaphas; taken 
to Pilate's jadgment bar; sent to Herod; mock- 
ed by the soldiers; crowned with thp^'ns; ar- 
rayed in a gorgeous robe, and then sent back 
to Pilate again. O! see him at Pilate's bar J 
Falsev witnesses rise np against, him I-r-none 
dare appear in his behalf! The hall — ^the 
coiurt— rth$ very heavens ring with, the cry, 
"Crucify hhn!. crucify him!" A prisoner 
must needs be released at the feast, and Bap- 
rabbas is preferred ! • O ! my soul! think upon 
this ! — ^Barrabbas, a robber, was preferred to the 
blessed Jesus! Barrabbas, a murderer, 'to the 
spotless Son of God! And now, he is* cottr 
demned! not by the voice of law, but by the 
clamor of pppulal: fury. Pilate, it is true, calls 
for water, and washing his liands in the ,pre- 
fiienoe of th^ people, says, "J am innocent of 
the blood of thiij* just man," yet gives him over 
into the hands of his enemies ! And now what 
a scene of still deeper humiliation's presented ! 
The ble^ed Saviour is blindfolded ! he is smit- 
ten upon the cheek! he is spitted upon I he 
is buffeted !v he is scourged! — Only think, 
scourged! and this is the One, who, according 
to the Scriptutes, shall hereaftet be seep ceming 
in the clouds of heaven,, with power and* great 
glory! O the strength of a Savioi^r's love! 
how astonishing does it appe^ when measured 
by the humiliation' to which he submitted for 
our sakes ! He made himself of no reputaition ! 
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But there is yet anothei: step of still deeper 
humiliation stated in our tex^ 

4. " He humbled himself and became obedi- 
ent unto death; even the death of. the cross!" 
That the Prince of life, and Lord of glory, 
should die any death, however easy, and hon* 
ourable, is past all comprehension ! . But, such 
a death! — ^the des^th of- the cross! — a death so 
shameful — so ignominious, and 60 accursed !— * 
so bitter, so cruel, and so bloody, too ! How 
were the rugged nails driven into his sacred 
hands and' feet ! How did his precious blood 
gush forth, stream down, and smoke upon the 
ground ! sinner ! sinner. ! you know not the 
strength of a Saviour's love — you know not the 
tenderness of the dear Redeemer's heart! "He 
died for you ! died on the cross for^ you ! and 
yet you s%ht him, every day— turn jour back 
upon hiqa, and, even trample under foot his 
precious blood! - Hard-hearted, iron-heatted 
sinner! how could you serve your loving, dy- 
ing SavioiiTvSO? *' Hearts of 4stone!- relent! 
relent !" — " Father forgive-them, they ktiow not 
what they do!"— Having considered the media- 
torial character and wdrk of Christ, we* are next 
to contemplate his mediatorial glory. - 

By the mediatorial glory of Christ, we ate 
to imderstand all th&t our blessed Itedeemer 
receives, in his two-fold ijature, as the reward 
of his mediatorial work. To this there is a 
reference in the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah; 
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itnd upon this the apostle delights to expatiate. 
His langiiage, herp, is beautiful and sublime': 
'< Wherefore, Gqd also" (that is the' Father,) 
"hath h^hly exalted him, and given him a 
name, which is iabove eyery.name, that at the 
nanie of Jesus every knee should bow; of things 
in h^B^en, and things in earth,- and things 
under the earth ; and that every tongue should 
confess, that Jesus Christ is Loyd." Here the 
mediatctfial glory of Christ i§ made to consist 
in two things, honour and dominion. 

1. In Honour. — In his having a name which 
is above every name — ^the name of Jesus; liie 
sweetest, the most charming name that men or 
angels ever heard! Verily ** 'Tis music in the 
sinner's ears, 'tis life, and joy, ^nd peace !" O ! 
the sweetness of the name of Jesus, as.it comes 
over the young, convert with the power of a 
charm, bringing hope and comfort- to his bur- 
dened soul ! ! the sweetness of the ;nanie of 
Jesus, as it falls, like the music of heaVei^, upon 
the ear of the dying §aint, ;enabling hina to 
smile in'dpath;. and, in the full' hope of glory, 
shoui, " O dfeath! whcfte is thy sting? 'O grave! 
wljere is thy victory ?"r— and, O! who canrtell 
the unutterable sweetness of the name of Jesus; 
as it rolls in choral symphonies from yonder 
heavenly throng, " loud as from numbers with- 
out number, and sweet as from blest voices 
uttering joy.'' The name of Jesus J It wakes- 
up all the harps of heaven ! it tolls a tide of 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



REVIVAL SERMONS. 97 

rapture all over the world of glory!, All eyes 
are turned upon him ! whilst voices innumera- 
J)le, shout, '* Worthy! worthy, is the Lamb." 
Yes, my brethren, •' ' f 

" They praise him now, their hearts £^nd voices praise, 
And swell the rapture of tlie glorious' song! 
Amen f so let it be ; shout, angels, shout ! 
And loudest, ye -redeemed ! Glory be to God, 
And to the Lamb, wha bought "us with his 'blood ; 
And washed, and sanctified, and saved our souls ; 
Arid 'gave us robes of linen clean, and crowns of gold ; 
s And made us kings and priests to God !" 

In exact accordancQ with this is the language 
of the Tioly. Apostle, in that npbb doxology, or 
song of praise, addressed to the great Redeemer 
in his own name, and that of the whole church, 
militant and triumphant : " Unto him that loved 
us, and washed us "from our sins in his own 
blood ; and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God, and his Father; t6 him be glory 
and dominion, for ever, Amen!" Yes, and 
every pious heart can w6ll respond. Amen. 

"O could I speal^ the matchless worth, 
O could I sound the-gloVies forth. 

Which in my Saviour shine ; 
I'd soar, and touch the heavenly strings. 
And Vie with Gabriel while he sings. 

In notes ahtnost divine! 

I'd sing the precious blood he spilt, 
^ My ransom from the dreadful guilt. 
Of sin and wrath divine ; 
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'. *• I-d, sing his glorious ^'ghteousdess, 

; In which all perfect^ heavenly dress, , 
My soul shall ever shipe !" 

But the mediatorial glory of Christ consists 
also, 

2. In Dominion. — Yes, having finished the 
great work^f atonement, and having ascended 
Tip on high, our great Redeepaer.is now;, ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, exalted "far above. all 
principality, and pow^r, and might, and domi- 
nion, and every name that is named, not Dnly 
in this wQrld, but also in that which is tci 
come." Eph. i21-.. " IJe is. Bord of all." Acts, 
X. 36. He it is,, who, walking in the. midst of 
the golden candlesticks, holds the ministers as 
staftrs in his right hand: he it is, who, seated in 
the highest. heavens, rules thfe church, and 
rules the world: and he.it is, who, hereafter, 
"in that great day, for which all other days 
were made," shalL.sit as Judge of quick and 
dead. ".Behold, he cometh with clouds,? says 
the apostle, *^and every eye shajl see. him, and 
they also which pierced him* and all kindreds 
of the earth shall wail because of him. Even 
so. Amen." Yes, "hereafter" — (and mark, this 
is his own language) — "herteafter, shall ye see 
the Son of .man coming in the clouds of hea- 
ven, with power and great glory." Matt.' xxiv. 
30. xxvi. 64. Although he shjeill come as the 
Son of man, " clothed in a body like our own," 
yet, verily, none shall be able to think lightly 
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of him then; for he stall come with great 
power and glory-^hall be reVcjaled from- hea* 
ven, with his mighty angek, ih flaming fire. 
Lightnings shall flash from his piercing eyes ! 
Thunders shall roll around his awful thronel 
He shall tread out the sun as a- spark! shall 
break dowii the pillars of the earth ;. his voice 
shall rouse the slumbering dead, and from his 
lips shall go forth that sentence which shall fix 
the final doom of all mankind : and, verily, all ' 
who on earth despised hijn, shall then wail 
with a grievous and sore lamentation. In view 
of this, I wQuid jiqw say to every., impenitent 
sinner present, in the language of the Psalmist, 
" Kiss the- Son, l^st he be angryj and ye perish 
from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a 
little; blessed are all they Vho put their trust 
in him.'^ Butitis time to consider, 

II.* The grand design, of the whole, beauti- 
fully and comprehensively expressed by the 
apostle in these word%-A-" to the glory of God 
th^ Father." On this part of our subject we 
shall be brief The heavens, in all their varied 
beauties, in all their wide and b6undless mag- 
nificence, proclaim the glory of God— pro- 
claim his wisdom, his grandqur,-and his power; 
but believe me, brethren, we have s6mething 
her^ which "Outshines the wonders of the 
skies;" something which gives a development 
of the divine character.to.be found nowhere 
else^ whatever. Yes, the great scheme of man's 
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redemption is now, and ever will .be, to the 
Lord emphatically for a crown of glory and for 
a diadem of beauty. For example, 

It will be to the Lord a bright and imperish- 
able monument of his love. "God so loved the 
world," gipiys the Saviour, ".that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him, should not perisK, but haVe everlasting 
life." Yonder sun in the heavens is exceed- 
ingly bright; but Gpd could» have made it 
brighter still! The uni verse- Js astonishingly 
great, but .God could have made it greater, still! 
But is there, can there be, any greater- gift 
which the infinite God himself can bestow, 
than the gift of his Son? Hence the peculiar 
language of the- Saviour—" God $o loved the 
world;" and hence also the language of the 
apostle John — '^Herein is, love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and ^ent his 
Son to be. the propitiation for pur sins. And 
well may we say with, one "enraptured^ 

<^ Clould we with ink the ocean fill, 

Were flje whole earth of parchment made ; 
Were every single stick *a qjiill, 

And every man a scribe by tra'dcj 
To write the love of God above 

Would drain the ocean dry; 
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 

Though stretched from 6ky to sky." 

It will be to the Lord a bright and imperisha- 
ble monument of his power, for, it will appear 
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that it was in this way he destroyed the works 
of the devil, subdueij ihb endmies . of his go- 
Vernnient, conquered rebellious wills, spftfened 
hearts of rock, and thus r-edeemed and disen- 
thralled a guilty and a ruined world.! 

It will be to the Lord a bright and imper- 
ishable monument of his justice. -The light- 
nings "which blasted rebel angels in- heaven, 
and awful thunders ever rolling in the prison- 
house of \he danmed in hell, speak loudly this 
language in the ears of <*all the creatures which 
God has made — ^' Stand in awe and sin not" 
But I the tears, the groans, the streaming 
blood and dying agonies of the great Redeemer', 
Jehovah's Equal, God's Eternal Son, will sound 
the notes of warning louder still. If God 
spared not his own Son, when he was found in 
tiie law's place, and stead of the sinner, will he 
'spare any sinner who. h^s to- answer for him- 
self? Justice of -heaven! how inflexible dost 
thou appear when thy glittering sword is seen 
bathed in Immanuel's blood! in the blood of 
an incarnate God ! Once more : 

The plan.®f redemption will be to the Lord 
a bright -and imperishable monument of his 
wisdom,-^ for here mercy and truth meet to- 
gether, righteousness and- peace embrs^cie each 
other. Yes,' here "Justice and Mercy are both 
made illustrious, both made, triumphant; one 
in punishing, and the other in pardoning. " An 
infinite sacrifice satisfies divine justice, and the 
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fruit of that sacrifice satisfied divine mercy." 
The fact is, in the glorious plan of man's r«- 
deihption, aJLthe divine perfections are made 
sweetly to harmonise; this is the grand focus, so 
to speak, in which thek rays do meet and glow 
intensely; When mail sinned, methiiiks holy 
angels struck their golden liarps in plaintive 
strtiins, aiid cried, "Alas he is ^one! — with 
fallen angels,: man is^gone for ever !•' How can 
it be otherwise ? Will ti rigliteous God cease 
to be just? Will a holy God look with indul- 
gence upon sin ? ^ Will the Ruler of all worlds 
permit his laws to be broken with iippu^iity, 
and the honours of his government 'to lie 
trampled upon in the dust? Perish su^h a 
thought as this ! JX cannot be ! Methinks. it 
is repeated from'world to worlds It calmot be, 
and echoed back in dismal strains. Then man 
is^ost ! for. ever lost ! ; 

But hark! a sweet voice is heard ! It comes 
from Him trho is the brightness of the Fa- 
ther's glory, ^nd the express image of his 
person. It pomes from Him, whd, bemg in 
the form of God, thdugTit it riot, robbery to be 
equal with God., •" Ijo ! I come ! In the Volume 
of the book it is written of me, I delight to do 
thy will, O God } a body wilt thou prepare- nie ! 
I will take the sinner's place — ^uJ)on me be the 
penalty of the law! I will bear the sins of 
mine elect, in my own body tfpon the tree ! I 
will stoop beneath the grave^. to save a sinking 
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world!" What new mystery is this? Angels 
stooping from their seats i^ bliss, desire to look 
into this great n^ystery of . .gadlin^ss : then, 
rising in admiration, they sweep the strings of 
their golden harps, and swelling their loftiest 
notes, they cry, as witii the voice of mighty 
thunderings, " O the depth of the riches, both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! How 
nnsearbhable are his judgments, and his ways 
past finding out]"* My . brethren, you have 
heard of the seven wonders of the world. 
Here weliave the one great wonder of the uni- 
verse ! — ^the master-piece of the great God ! It 
iS' this which shall bind alViXrorlds to the throne 
of the ever-blessed God ! It is this which shall 
wake up the, sweetest pseans in the heavenly 
world ! It is this, which, thtougli the mighty 
roll of everlasting, ages, shall fill the -courts of 
God Almighty with sDurvding praise 1-— To the 
glory of God the Father ! A few inferences, 
and I have done. 

. 1. Here we have an unanswerable* argument 
for the truth, of the Christian religion-^a. doc- 
trine' 3Uoh as we have liow been considering ; a 
doctrine of such iningled sweetness and gran- 
deur, so' worthy of God, arid so suited to man; 
such' a "doctrine, if unrevealed, I firmly believe, 
could never have entered -the mind of toan. 
Wo tQ the4nfidel, he must meet a fiery day! 

2. How invaluable must the son! of man be? 
To create worijJsand systems required no 
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great an:ay*of means: God spake and it was 
done! He cdmmancjed, and it stood fast; but, 
to rcdee.m the soul of man all heaven must be 
moved! The Jiord of angels must become in- 
cam?i.te, must suffer, and bleed, and agonizey 
and die. In other worjis, there must be a 
mighty draft, not upon the resources of nature, 
but upon the jesources of nature's God, 

" Heaven weeps, that man might smile, 
Heaven bleeds, that man may hiever die I 

. 3. How dreadfdl is the guilt, and how* terri-^ 
ble must be the doom of those who reject such 
a Saviour! — They reject, whom? A dying Sa- 
viour, who is. God's eternal Son! They reject, 
whom? The world's last and. only hope! 
There is salvation. m none else; and, the sin- 
ner, dying without an interest in this SavidUr, 
is accursed tor ever ! He is tjirned over to 
wriath aiid despair!*; He sinks down in the 
deep grave of sorrowj and no angel voice, no 
xesiirxection trump shall waks him. up to hope 
and joy,. toy more ! O sinner! sinner! You 
have rejected, this Saviour ajready- too iong; 
O. \ l)e entreated 4x) rejefct him no more \ Sub- 
mit now. This may be yOtur last call, your 
last day! . 

4. How great will be the happiness of the 
redeemed in heaven ! — After such prepara^tion, 
and such cost to bring them 'to that blessed 
world above, bow dear, O how J^recious will 
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they be in the eyes of him whp brought them 
there ! How will he beautify them with salvar 
tion ! How will he pour into their goals the 
full tide of heavenly and never-ending joy! 
" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath" it 
entered into the heart of man, what things God 
hath pr^ared for them that love him." . . 

O heaven! sw^etheaven ! the dwelling place 
of love and joy ! — the purchase of a Saviour's 
blood !; — ^the Christian's rest, the pilgrim's home ! 
O heaven, sweet heaven! there rolls the river 
of pleasure! — tJi^re flourishes the tree of life ! 
there saints and angels mingling their splen- 
dors, have one continued festival, one never- 
ending jubilee ! *'* Visions of glory ! how ye 
crowd upon my aching sight !" "Praise God 
from the heavens! praise him in the heights. 
Praise ye him, all his angels, praise ye him -all 
his hosts. Praise ye him sun and moon; praise 
him all ye stars^ of light. Praise ye him, ye 
heaven of heavens, and ye waters that be 
aboye the heavens. Let them praise v the name 
of the Lord. Praise the Lord from- the earth,^ 
ye -dragons and all deeps. Fire^ and hail, and 
snow, and- vapour, and stormy wind fulfilling 
his word. Mpuntains arid all hills; fruitful 
trees and all "c^ars ; beasts and all cattle ; creep* 
ing things, and flying, fowl: kings of the 
earth, and all people ; prince, and all judges 
of the earth: -both young men, and maidens^ 
old men, and children, let them praise the 

8 
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Lord; for his name alone is excellent, his glory 
is above the earth and heaven. Praise God in 
his sanctuary ; praise, him in the firmament of 
his power: praise him for his mighty acts; 
Upraise him according to his excellent great- 
ness : praise him with the sound of the trum- 
pet; praise him with the psaltery and harp ; 
praise him with the timbrel and dance; praise 
him with stringed instruments and organs/ 
praise him upon the loud cymbalSjt praise hito 
upon the high-sounding, .cymbals. Let every 
thing that hath breath praise the Lord!" Praise 
the Lord,, O my soul ! ^ 



SERMON IV. 

. THE USES OF T?E LAW. 
Wherefore then senreth the law?— GaLatians iii. 19. 

My brethren, the 'great doctrines of grace* were 
precious doctjrines with the Apostle Paul. Al- 
though he was a man of blameless morality, 
of ardent^ piety, of quenchless and untiring 
zeal ; although* he was a man who had done 
and suffered more in the. cause of his* divine 
Master than any other itian, probably, that 
ever lived, yet, when he comes to speak of 
his acceptance with his Maker, he makes no 
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mention of any of these things. . " Christ is all 
his hope, and grace is all hissong." He relies 
upon the finished righteousness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, impu);ed to him diid received by- 
faith alone. This doctrine^ so humbling to 
the pride of the human heart, the apostle 
gloried in; and, on more occasioiis than one, 
he enters into an argument tb show how utter- 
ly, impossible it is for the* sinner* to obtain 
justificatipn with God in any other way.. In 
the third- chapter of his Epistle • tb the Ro- 
mans, he enters fully upon the subject, and 
winjis tip in this way: "Therefore, we con- 
clude that a nian is justified by faith, without , 
the deeds of the law.^' In the next chapter 
he presents the isame idea, but in language 
still stronger axld more decisive : " To him that 
worketh not, but believeth* on him that justi- 
fi^th the ungodly,, his faith is .counted' for 
righteousness.-' . Presenting. ;the doctrine of 
justification by the imputed righteousness of 
Christ, arid tliat alone, in; a manner sa clear 
and strong, the apostle was -aware that some 
might charge him with Antinomian sentiments; 
as if he undervalued the law ; as if he would 
set it aside as a dead letter, and thus en- 
courage men to, continue in sin, that grace 
might abound. How does he meet this cavil? 
How does he .repel this charge? With holy 
indignation ! " I)o we then make void the law 
through faith?" .says h^: "God forbid! yea, 
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we establish the lav." He inasts upon it that 
the doctrine . of justification by faith in the 
Redeemer, and by that alone, is a wholesome 
doctrine, has no licentious tendency what- 
ever, but is the very doctrine which honours 
the law, and secures its best obedience. 

And now, going in the wake of the Apostle, 
I wish, before laying before yoji the uses of 
the law, to. give, a bird's eye view of the doc- 
trine of justification. * In the matter of the sin- 
ner's acceptance with- God, we^ firmly believe 
that good Works form no part whatever-^" the 
death of Christ must still remam, sufficient 
and alone." If the sinner. w^re a thousand 
times better than he is,* that would be no 
ground of hope ) if he. were a thousand times^ 
w6rge than he is, that need be no ground of 
despair; for, mark, if he were a thousand times 
better than he is, he nevjer could be saved 
without coming to Christ;, if a thousand times 
worse than he is, coming to Christ, in the over- 
flowings of a penitent and believing heart, he 
would, immediately, be encircled in the arms 
of » God's parental and forgiving love. So that, 
(and I repeat it,.) in. the matter ef ^the sinner's 
acceptance with God, (so far as merit in the 
sinner is concerned,) good works form, no part 
whatever. "The death 'of Christ must still 
remain sufficient und.alone." • Do any charge 
m6 with Antindmian sentiments, and say, " O, 
sir, is not that a dangerous doctrine ?" I Jrepel 
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the charge, as the apostle did, with holy in- 
dignation. Do we then make void* the law 
through faith? God forbid ! Yea, .we establish 
the law : we insist upon it, that the doctrine of 
justification, by the righteousness of Christ, 
and that alone, is most wholesome, and is the 
very doctrine which prompts to the best obe- 
dience- Do you ask, how? I a-nsw^r in this 
way : — The sinner is awakened: Finding him^ 
self under the curse of God*& righteous law, he 
is alarmed, and goes aboiit to make' satisfac- 
tipn, to establish his own righteousness; in 
other ^ords, he tries to save himself After 
many efforts, finding no i*elief in that way, he 
comes' to tjie conviction that he is indeed a 
;^oor, lost, ruin;ed sinner; .and when he is 
yeady to give up, and thinks that there is no 
hope for him, then -Christ is revealed in his. 
heart, the hope of glory; the effect is, Christ 
becomes precious!— love becomes the ruling 
passion of the soul; and we all know, that 
love will make us do what nothing *else possi-' 
bly can. Do ' we then make . void the law^ 
through faith? God forbid ! Yea, we establish 
the law. But some one may th.en say, "If 
justification cannot come by the law, Wherefore 
then seryeth the law?" Should I say. that food 
cannot clothe ns, do* I say that food is of no 
use? Should I say that clothing cannot feed 
us, am I crying down the use of clothing?. Cer- 
tainly not. Every thing is good in its owa 
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place, atid for its own use. Even so in the 
case'before us. Faith servieg to justify the soul 
before God, and good works serve to justify 
faith before men. In. other words, one is the 
fruit-bearing tree ; the • other the fruit itself, 
which this good tree bears. Having given this 
brief bijd's-eye- view of the doctrine of justifica- 
tion, I proceed next to lay before you some of 
the most importaint uses of the law. 

1. One important use 6f the law is to declare 
the sovereignty of God- — to assert his silpreme 
and everlasting dominion over ils; Some mi- 
nute philosophers, after descanting upon the 
amplitude .and wonders of creation, tell us, 
that "man is but an atom of an atom ^orld,'-' 
and therefore too insignificant i6 be noticed by 
the greaJt God; but, let it be remembered, that 
there is, so to speak, a twofdd universe; a uni- 
verse of worlds arid systems, and also a universe 
of minute existences— janimaloules, for exam- 
ple,, so exceedingly minuteV that it would re- 
quire a thousand of them to occupy* the space 
of a grain of sand! Arid now, if, in icomparison 
wiljh the one universe, man dwindles into in- 
significajice-and becomes "an atom of iin'atom 
world f\m coriiparison with the other universe, 
man rises into, vast importance — ^becomes i 
giant, a colossus, a world, a universe in him- 
self, and therefore worthy of notice — ^the mi- 
nute phitosopher himself being judge. But 
this matter apart : the law itself proves, that, 
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however insignificant man is, in comparison 
with the immensity of the works of God^ he is 
deemed of sufl&cient impoi'tance to be made the 
subject of divine legislation. The Tory ex- 
istence of the law proves this; whilst its com- 
pass makes known God's determination to em- 
brace all men, and all . their actions ; and its 
spirituality, proves the purpose of God to* lay 
his hand upon the very springs of action. 
And, to crown th^ whole, the penalty of the 
IfiCw shows the divine determination to notice 
every violation of the law, and to buffer it in 
no case to be trampled upon with impunity. 
My brethren, it is a good thing to have the 
sceptre of the God of heaven over us; but. a 
still better thing, if possible, to know that this 
sceptre is over us. Now this law is a standing 
memorial of the fact: it declares, that God is 
our. Sovereign ; that we are recognized as the 
subjects of his moral govemnient; and* that we 
should act accordingly. Certainly this is a 
very important^ and' most excellent use of the 
law. • . • . 

2/ A second and very important use' of the 
law, is to furnish a perfect code of moral pre- 
cepts^ and that it is perfect, we have demon- 
strated, ^s* we think, in our first discourse.* 
But the evidence thereof may also.be seen in 
the very remarkable fact, that no one, so far as 

* See page 18. ; 
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I know, has ever suggested an amendment. 
Our representatives in Congress, embracing 
the cpUected wisdom of the nation, are annu- 
ally Engaged in making laws, and amending 
and repealing them, and making new laws: 
but here we have a code of laws given more 
than three thousand years, ago, and, if I mis- 
take not, no enligJitened and virtuous riian has 
evfer desired • their amendment or repeal. In 
this point of view, then, the moral law, as 
given in the Bible, is of great use, of immense 
value. . ' 

3. Another important use of the law is to curb 
the wicked — to hold them ip check. The pro- 
hibitions of the law are as so many mountain 
barriers placed in the way of the transgressor; 
and when these barriers are passed, then conges 
the penally of the law, like some mighty angel 
standing in the path of the transgressor, with 
a drawn sword irt his hand, threatening to 
cleave him down, and thundering in his ear at 
every step the^much needed warning— " Stand 
in awe and sin not !" But, , . ' 

4. The law is of use to convince the sinner 
that<he is a sinner, a great sinner, lost, ruined, 
and updone. " By the law,'' says the apostle, 
"is the knowledge of sin.". It may be cour 
sidered as a mirror, in whidh the sinner sees 
the defects and obliquities of his own moral 
character; or, as a kind of balance, in which 
sinners and their actions are weighed and 
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found wanting^. Now, let- any candid man 
take the ten commandments — ^let tim read 
them all over carefully; and; reviewing his life, 
let him say, if he can, "All these command- 
ments I have strictly kept, from my youth up; 
I have broken not one." No, he cannot, but 
must rather say, with Job — "If I justify my- 
self, mine own mouth shall condemn me: If I 
say I am perfect, it shall also prove me per- 
verse." But the law is of use, hot. only to 
convince the ^injier that he is a sinner, but 
that he is a 'great sinner ; that his sins are very 
numerous, and of gr^at magnitiJde; only let 
him take the law of the ten commandments, 
and read it, in connetion with our Saviour's 
sermon upon -the mount, expounding its ex- 
tent and spirituality; and, if I mistake not, he 
will have such views of himself as he never 
had before. Sins of on^ission and sins, of 
commission;* sins of thought, of word, ajid of 
deed, how very many!. And, O! if the Spirit 
of Qod should "^ pour light upon the mind of 
the sinner, and set home the claims of the law 
upon his conscience with divine power, me- 
thinks he will better understand the language 
of Eliphaz to Job: "Is not thy wickedness 
great? and-thiiie iniquities infinitp ?"— " I was 
alive without the law, once," says the apostle, 
"but when the commandment came, sin re- 
vived, ' and I died." Time was, when he 
thought himself no great sinner; "his hopes 
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of heaven were firm and bright," but '^hen 
the commandment oame, vrith a convincing 
power and light, his views were changed, and 
he haid to confess himself to be a great sinner, 
yea, even the chief of sinners. TJie language 
of the poet, I presume, many in this assembly 
can well understand. 

"My sins appeared but small before, 

'Till terribly I saw 
How perfect, holy, just,' and pure, 

Was till ne eternal law.* * • 
Then felt my soul, the heavy load, 

My sins revived ?igain ; ^ 

I had provoked a dreadful God, 

And all my hopes were slain,!" 

But the law is of use to cgnvince the sinner 
that he is a. great sinner, by its dreadful penal-' 
ty. In human legislation, it is" deemed a mat- 
ter of vital importance to proportion, as. far as 
possible, the punishment to the offence; and 
if this principle be. .flagrantly violated, all cry 
out against the law. For example : suppose 
the legislature>of this State should make a law 
of this kind, that whoever .diaH be convicted 
of inurder, in the first degree, shall be fined 
one dollar, and im{)risoned one hour. Would 
not all cry out against that law?-r-and why? 
Because. the proportion between the punish-- 
ment and the offence is i>ot maintained. What! 
the penalty for wilful murder only one dollar 
fine, and one hour' imprisonment! This will 
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never do. Well, suppose, at the next session 
of the legislature thi» law should- be repealed, 
and a law of this kind enacted :— If a. person 
shall defraud another to the amoilnt of five 
dollars, upon conviction -thereof, he i^all suf- 
fer death, without benefit of clergy? Would 
not all intelligent persons throughout^the State 
cry out against this liw also?-^and why? For 
the same reason as in the other case — the 
principle of proportioning the punishment to 
the offence' is not regarded. Now, if this prin^ 
ciple be important in human governments, 
why may it not be in the divine ? The Riiler 
of the universe must certainly fully under- 
stand this matter, and be aware of its immense 
importance. And now, what* is the penalty of 
the divine .la, w? "The soul that, sinneth, it 
shall die." ".Indignation and wrath, tribula- 
tion and aiiguish upon- every soul of man that 
sinneth." "Cursed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things " written in the book 
of the law, to do them." * That is, according to 
the Scriptures,' every sin deserves the wrath 
and curse of God, both in this life and that 
which is to come; or, tn other words, everlast- 
ing perdition is the penalty of God's violated 
law. • This, nl'y brethren, is :&a awful' penalty. 
Now, then,, if the sinner be not a great sinner, 
one of t\^o things must- be true — ^.either, that 
God lacks understanding, ' or, he ;s a malig- 
nant Being! Certainly he does not lack un- 
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derstanding, for he is the " Only Wise Grod." 
He cannot 'lack understanding, for is he not 
the •dnoriginated Source of all intelligence? 
No! no! his undpfstanding i^ infinite. -He 
knows, precisely the true demerit of. sin, and 
he knows perfectly how to proportion- the 
punishment to the offence; this must be ad* 
mitted \ty all : then, if the sinn^r still denies 
that he is a great sinner, he must come to this 
frightful and' blasphemous conclusion, that 
God, knowing full well how to' proportion the 
punishment to the offence, fi'xes the penalty 
'vastly beyond what he knows to be ^ just! Q! 
my friends, this cannot be, for God is Love, 
and. he has giv^n the pabst affecting proof of 
his kind regards, for man, by sending. his only 
begotten and well-beloved Son to die for our 
sinful race. God, then,, being infinitely^ wise, 
and knowing precisely what sin deserves-— be- 
ing infinitely good, and having iio disposition 
to make the. penalty too severe, it follows tie- 
ce^rily, that, whether the sinner, is convinced 
of it pr not, in the sight of God he is a great 
sinner, an awful sinner, a heU-deserving sin- 
ner! . > 
There are several reasons why the sinner 
may not be seni^ible of the exceeding sinfulness 
of sin, and consequently of his own demerit as 
a sinner. 1.' He knows not the excellence of 
the law which he has violated. The more ex- 
cellent a law is, and the more intimately con- 
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nected it may be, with, matters of vital im- 
portance, the greater is the crime of violating 
that law. To illustrate my meaning': In the 
world of nature, the prin.ciple of gravitation is 
a principle of vital* importance, causing all 
worlds and things to maintain their, proper 
stiations, and move in beauteous and delightful 
harmony. Now, suppose a blow could be 
given to that principle of gravitation, derang- 
ing the harmony of all worlds, and causing 
.worlds and systems to dash;t(^ether in' wild 
confusion; would not that blow, thus given, 
and thus operating, be a vety serious matter? 
Now, let it be remembered, that what the 
principle of gravitation is in the natural world, 
the principle of love is in the moral world — 
that which binds every thing in harmony with 
each other,- and all to the throne of God ; there- 
fore', all the requirefnents of the IW, being 
summed up ia love, as the Saviour' teaches, 
§in, which bxeaks the law, of course strikes a 
blow at;.this principle of moral harmofiy; iind, 
O ! in the frightful history of human depravity, 
and in the present sad condition of our fallen 
world, we have an- Exhibition. of the nature of 
fiin, showing that, of^'a truth, it is* no light mat- 
ter, but is an evil of unspeakable magnitude. It 
wars against love/ and s^ainst the welUbeing 
and happiness of all the creatures which God 
has made. 

Another reason w:hy the ^sinner may not be 
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duly conscious of the fact, is»this, that he does 
not reflect, as he should, upon the character of 
that Being against »whom his sin is committed. 
It is not against a man, si worm like our- 
selves, nor an angel, but against the great God 
of heaven and earth, to vC^hom also we are 
indebted for t)ur existence, and every blessiug, 
that he • has sinned ; as the Psalmist says, 
" Against thee?, jthee only, have I sinned, and 
done this evil in thy sight, that thou mightest 
be justified when thou speakest; and, be clear 
when thou judgest."- If a man strike a blow, at 
another; it is a violatipn of lau';, and deserves 
punishment; if the person who was struck was 
a master, or- a father, venerable by reason of 
silvery locks and hoary age, the dffence is 
greater, and deserves a severer punishinent. 
But suppose the person upon* whom- the blow 
was inflicted, to be a king, a lawful monarch 
upon his throne, in robes of royalty. — certainly 
the offence would be. still greater, and the 
puiushmeiit deserved*, still more condign : thus 
the criminality of the act and its punishmeQt 
must be graduated by the character or the dig- 
nity of the persdn against whom .the offence has 
been committed. Now, sin strikes a blow, at 
the Eternal God ! our Heavenly Father, ^ our 
Divine Master, tlie Ancient of Days, and the 
alone Monarch of .all worl(Js. Yes, sin strikes 
a blow at this great 9,nd glorious Being ; pour- 
ing* contempt upon all the perfections of his 
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charaxjter, and doing vsrhat it. can to. lay his 
sacred honours in the dust. Now, if the prin- 
qiple of graduation be correct, (and certainly it 
is,) then, God being an infinite being, sin against 
him is air offence of infinite magnitude, and de-. 
serving of infinite punishment. . 

But, yet another reason vsrhy the sinner may 
not' understand the exceeding sii:ifulness of sin, 
and his own demerit, is this-r^hedoes not think 
how much evil may flow from one sinful act. 
" Behold„ how great a matter a little fire kind- 
leth !" A single spark of firp' .may be consid- 
ered a small matter, but let it be struck, in a 
magazine of gunpowder, or let it kindle upon a 
dwelling, in a large city, and it may extend, 
and extend, and extend, until the whole city is 
laid in ruins ! Here is a lake, having a smooth 
surface; a stone is cast' into that lake; ripples 
are formed, and their concentric circles spread, 
and spi-ead, and spread, until, perchance, they 
sweep the farthest shore ! Here are a thousand 
crystal pillars, of immense value, upon a level 
plain, all standing in^.a row. An impulse is 
given to the first, which throws it down; in fall- 
ing, that pillar strikes a second, and that,. in 
falling, strikes a third ; and* so on to the lasfrr— 
and lo ! a thou^nd crystal pillars lie shattered 
upon the ground, all traced to the single im- 
pulse given to the first pillar ! Here is a 'man, 
a father; in the presence of his little 1:)oj^ he 
utters an oath; that little boy catches i^hat oath 
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from his father's lips — ^he becomes profane— 
aiid,.throtigh ^1 time, profaneness is handed 
(Jpwn, it may be, from, generation to. generation, 
until it leads, perchance, to the perdition of a 
hundred thousand souls! O! think Qf the 
frightful consequences, of the first sin comijait- 
ted by the first human pair. One poet says, 
and very correptly, 

" Our mother took the poisoned fruit, 
And tainted all our blood." 

And another, graphically says, 

" r her rash liand in evil hour, 

Forth reaching to the fruit, she {ilucked, she ate ! 
Earth felt the wound ! and Nature, from hter seat, 
Sighing through all her works, gave signs of woe ! 
That all Was lost P' 

No man knows, or can know,, all the bearings 
and ultimate eflfects of sin; for the consequen- 
ces thereof, may not only flow down the long 
stream of time, but, through the wide ocean of 
eternity ! iThe. fact is, it is none but God who 
knows, or can knoV, what a dreadful evil sin 
is! In fixing the penality of the law he has 
given his estimate of it. This is. his judgment, 
and we are. sure his judgment is true. Of 
course, then, whether the sinner be sensible of 
it or not, he is a great sinner. O excellent U3e 
of the law, to convince the sinner that tremen- 
dous guilt lies upon bis soul I ,This convicticm 
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is wholesome ; this conviction is necessary ;— 
for, if not convinced of our sin, we shall never 
feel as we shoiild our need of a Saviour.. "The 
wJiole," ^ysthe Saviour, "have no^need of.fet 
physician, but they that are sick." '^'I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance." Be- entreated then, my unconverted 
fri^ds, not to brace ydurselves up -against con-^ 
viction. Be willing to know the truth, how- 
ever it may startle you, and humble you, and 
lay your soul in the dust;—- for, thank Gfod, "it 
is a faithful ;saying and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, 1fhat Christ Jesils came into the world to 
to save- sinjiers"— even the chief But, to pro- 
ceed. In speaking pf the claims -and penalties 
of the law, some may. object to its, Severity, in 
several thiftgs. For example, when they hjsar 
the sentence denounced, "Cursed i«. every one 
that continueth not in all things writteh in the 
boot of the law, to do them;" — perceiving that 
the " moral msln," so- cajled, if a .sinner at ^11^ 
i^ as truly brought tlnde^ the curse of the^ law 
3s .the greatest transgressor, they think that 
this is n6t just; What! one single sinexpos- 
ing-the soul to the penalty of. the law? . Yes, 
certainly, in the very iiaiure of the Oase, this 
must be so. Here is a man who hjas burned 
down the house of his neighbour. He is arrest- 
^, he is convicted of tlje crime of arson. What 
is the penalty, for arson in this commonwealth? 
Is it imprisonment ? or is it death T No matter 

9 
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what it is, the person convicted of ^burning 
down one hoiise, is as. certainly exposed to the 
penalty, as^ if he had biirned*down a thousand* 
Now, if this principle is admitted to be correct 
in human law, why shenld it not also fee deem- 
ed (Correct in the dirine law ? Besides, does not 
the apostle Jatmes'say, ''He thatoflfeiideth in 
one point, is guilty of all?" If .one link in a 
chain be broken, the chain as certainly falls to 
the ground as if every. link had been broken. 
I (3o not say that the pangs of the second death 
will be as great for . one "transgressor as for 
another; but it is certain, . that the second 
death awaits every tranpgtessor, according to 
the provisions of the law, for we repeat it, it 
is written, aoid it must stand for ever, "Cursed 
is every one that c<mtinueth not in all, things 
written in the book of the law to do them." 

Another objection is based upon the doctrine 
of eVetlasting puniirfun'^ht, which 'the law dor 
nounces. The point of the objection is this : — 
that a person should be eVeylastingly punished 
iA ^the .world to 6ome^ for the sins committed 
in this brief state of existence. "There 'is 
no. proportion," says tJie objector, "between 
the -time occupied in the* commission of sin, 
and 'the duration of the ptmishment." And 
is there any reference to the time occupied'in 
humiah law? Here is a man who dra\^s a 
pistol, fires it, and, in one second of time, 
his enemy falls dead at his feet! He is ar- 
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rested— he is tried for wilful murder :— all 
the witnesses agree that 'he did fite the pistol, 
and did thus murder the man. • Now, the 
lawyer rises to plead for his client at the 
bar,' — and some of these lawyers, we- know, 
are very learned and ingehious^but did you 
ever heaf a single lawyer bring forvirard an 
argument of this kind?^— " May it ple^ase the 
court,. my client, stands indicted on a charge 
of muttier;' I admit that m}r chertt did murr 
det the deceased, but I -jvisfi your honour 
cmd the gentlemen of the jury to notice, that 
it did not [take my^^ client twenty years to 
perpetrate the deed;. nor ten-*— nor even one! 
It was the work of a second, I hope the 
court will perceive that the oflFenee is a tri-r 
fling one, and that your honour, without 
further delay,' will direct* the sheriff to dis^ 
miss the jury!" Did you ever hear of any 
lawyer,^ learned or not, make a speech of thia^ 
kind? I suspect not. WeU, the judge gives 
the charge. Did you ever hear a judge give 
a pharge of this kind :.-^" Gentlemen of the 
jury,' you have heard the testimony and uU 
the pleadings in the present case; and now, 
it only remains for inc to. give you the 
charge. Gentlemen, of the jury, two.^ints 
will engage your attention. Firstr— inatter of 
fact. Secondly, matter of law. With iregard 
to the first point — 'you have heard the tes-r 
timony of the witnesses, and the c?U3e is ad^ 
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mitted, even by th^ counsel for the prisoner 
to bis* clear; lie murdered the man, and now 
it only remains for me te instruct you, in 
the matter of ^the law. - Gentlemen of t^e 
jury, ydu are- to inqtiire, diligently^ how 
long' it took the- prisoner at the bar to mur- 
der the deceased. ^If it took him twenty 
years, it is a great bfFence against the law, 
and calls' for a heavy punishment . If.it took 
him teu y'eafs, it is only half as great an 
offence, and dei^eryes only half that punish- 
ment. If it iook one year, it is only en^- 
twentieth part es* serioiis an offence; but if 
you. find evidence to believe that the- perpe- 
tration of the dwd occupied 'no more thaA 
a se.c6nd of time, it is a matter of mo conse- 
quence at all, and you will clear the pri- 
soner!" 

Did you r ever hear, my brethrefl, of* any 
learned judge giving a charge of this kind? 
He had better not. It would be a rightful 
ground of impeaphment. Human law lays no 
stress upon the time occupied in thie violation 
xif the law, the simple question is, touching 
the fact of violation: — ^that fact established, tte 
penalty follows as af matter of course, whether 
the time occupied has been long or short. If 
this principle be correct in human law, why 
Biay it not also be correct in that law which is 
divine? But, farther: does not the law of the 
land alsb, in many cases, recognize and act 
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upon the principle of everlasting punishment? 
Here is- a man convicted of murder, and he is 
sentenced to die. Do you ever ;see him at the 
ballot^Dox any more? t)o,you ever. see hiila 
on the street,' in the store, at the neighbour's 
house, or even at his own home, any more? 
The other' day he was a freeman, and in- 
vested with all the rights* and privileges of 
a good citize.n, but, by the law of the land, 
he is stripped of ^ these rights and privileges, 
and stripped ' of them for ever. .But take 
another case— the ca*e of confinement for»life 
in the penitentiary. The man is therfe! if he 
lives five years, he is there five years! if he 
lives fen.years, he is Ihefb ten years! if h^ 
lives twenty,! thirty, forty, fifty, years, he is 
there stiji, atid never xjomeS out. The idea i« 
Ihis : human law was made for the bodyv It 
grasps the body of the oflfender, as it were, 
with ap iron grasp, ^ and .never let^- go so long 
as it can retain its* grasp, that isi until the 
body dies. Even so the divine law, made for 
the "soul,^ grasps the soul^ and.^ill not let go, 
so long as it can retain its grasp; that is, until 
•the soul dies : but the soul nef et dies, there* 
fore the punishment is everlasting. 

This is an argument which; I humbly con- 
ceive, cannot be set aside by the wit or* inge- 
nuity of any man, especially as* it falls in with 
the solemn declaration of our- blessed Saviour^ 
" Where their worm dieth not, and the fire 
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is not quenched." . Another idea . connected 
with the subject is this, that those who die 
in. an uhr^nerate state go to the world of 
A*^oe, with the carnal mind which is enmity 
against Grod. They will, according to the 
Scriptures, blaspheme the God, of heaven, be^ 
cause, of their pains, and repent not; that is, 
they will continue to sin, and if they contintie 
to sin, may not God continue to punish them? 
Remember the cbsin^ woTds' of the twenty- 
fifth chapter of Matthew : " These," (the wick- 
ed,) "shall go away into everlasting punish* 
ment, but the righteous into life eternal." Let 
none trifle with matters of suph immense im*- 
portance. Go; cajreless ^tanner ! trifle with the 
forked lightning! Go, trifle with tiie sweep- 
ing whirlwind ! and trifle with ihe raging pes- 
tilence !• but trifle not, O trifle not, with the 
interests of that immortal soul, of .yours, which 
must* be saved or lost, happy .or miserable, 
through all eternity ^ 

. But, as we have said, the law is of use to 
convinde the sinner not only that hevis a sin- 
ner, and a very great sinner, but that he is 
also a sinner lost,. ruined, aiid undone. The 
argument is this: the law demands perfect 
obedience. . The jpenalty is death. The sinner 
has broken the law, and the law thunders out, 
"Satisfaction or death;" but the sinner can 
make no satisfaction. Repentance will not do. 
Will ^the merchant take tears in payment for 
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what is due him? or ViU repentance release 
the murderer, under sentefice ^f death? .Nor 
>vill refortfiation answer. If the debtor say& tp 
the merchant creditor, " If you will cancel my 
debt I will- get. in your debt no more| I will 
turn over a new, leaf, and will pay cash, in all 
time to come?'/ Will that satisfy the mer- 
chant? Or, if the mdrderer .condemned to die, 
should say to thd judge who has pronounced 
the sentence, " I will commit njurder no more f 
will this satisfy the judge, of rather the law, 
of which he is but the organ? .0 noi if all 
debtors were released, and. all criminals pair- 
doned 09 these tepms, the very foundations of 
society would be broken up, and the .most im- 
portant affairs of human life would be thrown 
into perfect confusion*, and th^ consequences to 
the cpmmunity wquld be most alarming. No, 
my bre^thren, sin is too dreadful an evil, too 
terrible in its tendencies^ for God tQ treat it as 
a venial affair. For the good of the tmiverse 
the law must «peak,' this language— " Satisfac- 
tion or death." The sinner," himself can make 
no satisfaction^ — then t|ie sinner stands exposed 
to the penalty, like the culprit whose head is 
upon the block is exposed to the axe of the 
executioner. •• • ' 

But this leads me to mention' yet another 
use of the law, and one which I love to men-» 
tion — it is this: — To convince the sinner, that 
he needs a saviour, and without an interest in 
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the atoiiing sacrifice of the great Tledeemer, 
he must perish, without mercy and without 
l)ope I " The law," says the Apostle, " is ' a 
schoolmastfer ta bring us. to Christ. All its 
precepts and all its penalties — ^all its lightnings 
and all its thunders, have a direct and power^ 
ful tendency 1x) cut. the sinner off from all his 
self-righteous plans and self-righteous 'depen- 
dence, and to-shut him up to Ijie plan proposed' 
in the gospel. It may be represented thus: — 
The law finds the sinner careless and secure in 
his sins; setting before the sinner its claims 
and penalties, it charges, hpme guilt upon his 
soul The sinner; waking .up in alarm, pro- 
mises repentance. ."How can tears on earth 
w^h out those sins written in heaven?" says 
the law. '<J?ay what thou owest! The soul 
that sinneth> it shall die!" "0 spare me," 
cries the sinner, "I will not only repent of 
my sins, i?ut I will reform. I will become a 
better man.'^- "All in vain/' says the law, " a 
better sacrifice is required ; without- the shed- 
ding* of blood, there is no- remission^^' . '^Q, 
well,"' says the sinner, yet more alarmed, f^ if 
it must be so, I consent; I am willing to ,lay 
down my life as* an atonement for my sins!" 
** Neither will this answer," says the law.r— 
"You haye ginned against an infinite God, and 
divine justice demands an infinite atonement, 
or .death* Thou jeanst not make this atone- 
ment ; thenprepare fi)r death. Now hear your 
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sentence— Cursed is every one tfeat continueth 
not in all things ii^rittenin the bpok of the law 
to do them !" O, dreadful ! the sinner is con^ 
demried ! is sentenced to etem^^l- death ! What 
is to be done? Let^ him cry for mercy ! The 
lay«r knows no mercy; stem and inexorable, it 
still rolls its thunders over the sinnerJs soul, 
"Cursed' is every one that cbntinueth notin ^1 
things written in the book of , the law, to. do 
them." And now all the sinner's legal plans 
and legal hopes are fledj and fled forever ! Un- 
der the curse of God's righteous law,, he is 
sinking down— sinking down! Despair is 
gatiiering its terrors around him ! and now he 
gives himself up for tost. But, hark ! what 
sweet voice. is that ? — " Poor sinner ! dying sin- 
ner! look from-ther borders of the pit to my 
recovering grace !"-^"'Is this tiiy voice-, my 
Saviour! my loving, bleeding, djring Lord?" 
says the sinner. "Welcome, welcome, de^r Re- 
deemer! welcome to this heart of- mine. O 
blessed .Saviour, I take thee on thy terms, on 
any terms-^ , . 

*Here Lord I give myself away, 
* Tis all that I can dp.'" 

A stem master, asi the story goes, had, by his 
repeated corrections, embittered the life of a 
poor slave. This poor slave sought comfort in 
religion, and found it. Laid upon .a bed of 
death, he was very happy; ready to depart, and 
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to .be with. Christ, which was far better. - At 
this moment his stern- master stepped mto his 
room, and stood near .lus dying bed. .The 
dying- slave periceiyiBd' his paster, and^ with 
much emotion, grasped his master's hand, and 
brought it to his lips, and kissed it,- saying, 
^'Blessings upon this h?ind! Blessings upon 
this hand! This hand has saved my soul!" 
So, the sinner brought to Christ' by the terrors 
of the iaw, may say, " Blessings upon the law I 
Blessings upon the law! It was stem and 
seyere — ^it humbled me, it scourged me-r-it 
taught me that I was a sinner, a great sinner, 
a sinner lost, ruined and undone — ^it made me 
fe^l my need' of a Saviour— it was^ a schooi- 
mJBuster to bring me to Christ ! Blessings upon 
the law!, in this way it has saved my soul!" 
May the law do its ofl5^^ceupon the heart of 
every sinaer in this assembly .this morning. 
Amen, and Amen ! 
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' SERMON V. 

' mt SIN1^£E WEIO'HED AND FO^NB WANTING. 

Daniel y. 27v-^rekel ; thou art weighed in the balances, and art 
found wantii\g. 

Amidst the darkness of ^heathenish ignorance 
and superstition, there have not been wanting 
plain and unequivocal evidences of a superupi* 
tending and retributive Providence. Pharaoh 
was lisited with memorable judgments for re- 
fusing to let the ohildren of Israel go; and 
history informs us, that not only Belshas^ar^ 
(to whom the words of ;our text immediately 
apply,) but ' Antiochus Epiphan6s, Galerius 
Maximus, and many others^ were signally pun* 
ished for their daring impiety. With regard 
to Belshazzar,.he was h most dissolute monarch* 
Neglecting the affairs of his empire, he gave 
himself up to every excess of riot and de- 
bauchery : but the measure of his iniquity was 
now full. The-, period- was at last arrived, 
when he should reckon \y^ith his God* On 
one of the national festivals, (supposed to.be in 
honour of the golden image which had been 
set up by Nebuchadnezzar in the plains jof 
Dura,) Belshazzar, the king, we are told, made a 
great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank 
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wine before the thovisand; and, as if it were not 
enough, that* he sh6uid be a bacchanalian, he 
must needs add sacrilege to his intemperance. 
In the midst of his banqUetings, he orders the 
golden vessels, which had been ^brought from 
Jerusalem, and placed in -the temple of.Belus, 
in Babylon — ^he orders, I say, these golden ves- 
sels to be brought into the banqueting room, 
that his princes, his^ wives, and his concubines 
might drink wine therein; thus turning to a 
profane use tho^e vessels which had been con- 
secrated, and set apart fbr the most sacred pur- 
poses. But there v;fas a righteous God on, high ! 
There was an avenging angel just at hand! 
• Whilst Belshazzar was thus making an os- 
tentatious parade of his. wealth and grandeur; 
whilst hie was drinking wine to gods of gold^ 
and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of 
stone — ^in. the midst of his ^•evellingS, banquets- 
ings, and abominable idolatries— in the very 
same hour of the night, came forth fingets of a 
man's hand; and wrote over against the candle-^ 
stick, upon the plaster of the wall of the' king's 
palace. The king saw it, and his countenance 
wa35 changed, and his .thoughts troubled him. 
The king saw it ; and the joints of his loins 
wer^ loosed, and his knees smote one against 
another. The king siawit; a!nd he cried out 
in alarm, and commanded to bring in the astro- 
logers, the Chaldeans, and the sooth-sayers. — 
They came; they saw the writing, but they 
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could neitjier read it nor give the iaterpretation 
thereof. At length, by the advice of the qneen 
mother^ .Daniel is called in. He read the writ- 
ing ;' he gave the interpretation thereof \The 
words ace fe.w, but, indeed, they jire full -of ter- 
ror! — " Mene,. mene, tekel, uphjirsip.'\ One 
of which we have selected for our considera- 
tion, *^ Tekel ;" the meaning of ;which is^-^ 
" Thou' art weighed in the balances, and art 
found wanting. "How dreadful the interpreta- 
tion! Weighed in the balances and found 
wanting ! Alas ! the trial is over ; the decision 
is: made; the sentence is gone forth; and all 
this Announced iti a banner ^o awful— so mys- 
terious.! ^lethinks it fell upon Belshazzcgr's 
ear, as the sudden pealing thunder of •a mid- 
night storm! . Hiished is the voice of mirth. 
Silent the song of , revelry. The king and his 
courtiers, stupified with amazement, await in 
awful suspense, the unseen but hovering judg- 
ment. For a moflaent th^ palace, which had 
been ringing with all manner of music, and 
the songs of mirtlj and revelry, is wrapt in the 
solitude and silence of the grave. Suddenly 
thp silence is .brokeft. The yoic^ of alarm 
rings alopg the streets ! It is the clashing of 
arms ; the shrieks of the wounded-r-the groans 
of the dying, commipgled with thq thundering 
ghouts of a victorious foe. The Lord Q.od 
Almighty has opened to Cyrus the gates of 
brass, and has broken in ^ynder the baris of iron. 
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Babylon is taken! Soldiers crowd into the 
palace — Belshazzar i^ slain. . O ! disastrous 
night; where is, Belshasszar's pomp and glory- 
now ? He was flushed with wine;. but he is 
now. icy cold in death (• His royal robes,^ of 
gold and purple, are torn and rolled in his own 
bloiad. Tlie impious monarch, in' the midst of 
his bacchanalian debauch is hurried to the bar 
of a thrioe holy God. You tremble, perchance, 
at the doom which awaits him. O sinner! sin- 
ner!' think of Belshazzar, and be wise. Are 
you shocked that I should insinuate a compari- 
son between you and this wicked king? Re* 
member you live in a gospel land ; Belshaz,:^r 
lived not in a gospel land. -You have .a Bible; 
Belshazzar had no blessed Bible^ You have 
heard df the dear dying Saviour ; Belshazzar 
never heard of this great Legate froto the skies. 
And remember, you must be weighed in the 
balances too, and what though you.be not found 
as much wanting as Belshazzar, if found want- 
ing, at all; in the great day of judgnaant, you 
will be for ever undone. My purpose is, not to 
sketch the ch^bracter of this^ impious and idola* 
trous king — ^bu.t to bring- forward two classes' of 
characters, and weigh them in thie balances of 
the saactuary. The first cla^ oif characters 
will embrace those who are heterodox in senti- 
ment — ^tho^e who embrace soine fundamental 
error. The second class will consist of those 
who may be very orthodox or correct in senti- 
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ment, but are not so in practice. All these we 
purpose now to weigh ^n the balances- of the 
sanctuary— and, let it be remembered, it does 
not need the forms and solemnities of the judg- 
ment day to ascertain any given character. 
Here, in the Scriptures before me, we have the 
balances of the sanctuary; and, if weighed in 
these, and' found wanting, you may be as sure 
it is according to the decision of Heaven, as if 
it were actually announced, in a voice of thun- 
der from the tl^rone of the Great Eternal 1 To.- 
the law and to the testimony, if it speak riot 
according to this, it is because there is no light 
in them. - 

ClaSs I. Those wl^o are heterodox in senti- 
ment, or those who embrace fundamental etror. 

1. TJie Atheist.— ^When we look abroad upon 
the heaven^, and mark the garniture of the sky 
— when we contemplate our own bodies, so 
fearfully, and wonderfully made; or when we 
look around, and observe the proofs of design 
ori.every hand, it really seems astonishing that 
any man in his sensei^ should deny the exist- 
ence of a God. But, as Spinoza, and Vaninni, 
and several members of the French Convention 
advocated atheistical sentiments, we arev dis- 
posed to believe that some persons, in • the 
plenitude of their pride, may,- peradventure, 
persuade themselves that there is no God. 
Now, on the supposition Ihat there is such a 
character, let the atheist be weighed in' the 
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balances of the sanctuary. What says the 
Psalmist?. "The fool hath said in his heart, 
There is no God;" Ps. 'xiv. 1. And this is 
condemnatory; but what is. the language of 
Paul, in his epislie to th© Romans W The 
invisibly thiugs of him, f^om the creation of 
ihe woiid, are clcfarly seen^ being understood 
bjrthe things that are made, even his eternal 
power and- Godhead, so that they are without 
excuse." Now, if atheists in -pagan lands are 
witHout excuse, certainly those who live amid 
the. splendours of gospel day are also without 
excuse. The atheist, then, being weighed in. 
the balances, is found wanting. But, 

3: Let the Deist next be placed in the 
balances, There have been deists, x^o doubt, 
in every age'; but thi^ n^me was, assumed by 
certain persons in- France and Italy, who, al- 
though, inclined to atheistical sentiments,, cho^ 
rather to be called deists. Deists differ in many 
things, but agree in one particular,- viz: in 
rejecting the sacred volume as a divine inspi^ 
ration. Now, to the law. and to the testimony. 
In Re,v. xxii. 19, it is thus written — <' If any 
nian shall take away from the words' of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall take away 
his part out of the book of life, and out pf the 
holy city." But the deist, or infidel, takes away 
not. only a part-^he takes away the whole of 
God's blessed wordi If this should meet the 
eye of an infidel, or deist,* he will, no doubt, be 
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disposed to smile- at . ttoiy simplicity — ^that I 
should presume to weigh him in the balances 
of the sanctuary. He rejects these balances, 
which, are suspendecj as it were ^from the throne 
of Almighty God, and he Would be weighed 
in baliatnces x>{ his own^-balances framed by 
his "own deceitful heart, and poised aloft by 
Apollyon, the angel of the burning* pit. De- 
luded mortal i How dost thou know that thy 
balances are correct? What angd whispered it 
in thine ear? To what high authority ^ilt 
thou appeal? Deluded mortal! I ask again. 
How dost thou know that thy balances are cor- 
rect? "Who stamped them? Now, these balances 
of the sanctuaty are divinely stamped. They 
bear the stamp of prophecy; the stamp of 
miracles; the stamp of holinesfe; — ^they bear 
many a clfear stamp divine. If^the balances of 
the infidel be correct, how comes it to pass that 
the champion of .infidelity* recanted when he 
was sick, and cried aloud in terror when* he 
died^ How com6s it to pass that one in the 
liour of death said—" I ^m taking a leap into 
the dark ;t and another cried* out — ^^ O, the 
insuflFerable pangs .'of hell and, damhation.":|: 
Ah ! my readers, you have heard, it may be, of 
many an infidel recanting on a bed of death; 
did you ever hear of a Christian • then recant- 
ing? You have heard, no doubt, pf many tin 

* Voltaire. f Hobbes. * :f Francis Newport. 
10 
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infidel, when he wa^ about to die, sending for 
some Christian to comfort him. Did you ever 
hear of a single Christian, in such circum- 
stanpes, sending, for some infidel to comfort 
him? No, HQver! Infidels, and those asso- 
ciated with' them, are frequently seen going on, 
right* merrily, in the broad road, pointing the 
finger of scorn at pilgrims in the iaarrow way ; 
but whence is it, that whto the river of death 
heaves into sight, they are usually ^ desirous 
of taking a short cut, to pass over at the Chris- 
tian's fording plae^? Why do they, generally, 
not like their own fording place? Ah! too 
many fearful things at^ Ihpre! ^ Frequently 
despair is there ! Remorse is there ! and heavy 
clouds of wrath ! But, to the law and to the 
testimony — ^hear the language of 'the Saviour,' 
and observe, it was uttefed in his last inter- 
view with his disciples, just as he wag about to 
ascend up into heaven — '*Go rye into. all the 
world, and. pf each the gospel to every creature. 
He that beflievet^i, and is baptized, shall be 
saved; but he that belie veth. not, shall be 
damned." Mark xvi. Ij6, 16. The case is s^t- 
Ued. The deist pr infidel, dying in that state, 
dies without hope.! ' ' 

3. Let the Legalist be weighed next; and by 
the legalist, I mean the self-righteous man, he 
who, valuing himself on account of the supposed 
excellence of his own moral character, feels no 
need of £t Saviour, and consequently, neglects 
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the great salvation. Doubtless, there are some 
of this class in this assembly. Let the* legalist 
then be placed in the balances.. Now, " to the 
law ^nd to the testimony :" What has the le^ 
galist to w^igh against the requirements of the 
law? Nothing, except it be a righteousness 
absolutely perfect; for it is written, " Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things 
written in the book of th^ law to do them.'* 
AM where is the man who has, strictly speak- 
ing, continued in all things writteii in the book 
of the law to do them t In other words ; ^here- 
is the individual Ivho has never sinned? There 
is none upon the face of the earthy fot the Bible 
says expressly, " There is not a jtist man upon 
earth, that doeth good; and sinneth not." And 
the apostle John says, "If we say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us." , And- again, in language yet more em- 
phatic, "If we say that 'we have tiot sinned, 
we make him a Mar, afl^ his word is not in lis." 
The legalist, then, has no perfect righteous- 
ness of his own, and therefore lias nothing to 
weigh against the requirements of the law; 
and -what has hjB to weigh against the require- 
ments of the gospel? Nothing, except it be 
the imputed* righteousness of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; but this, you will observe, on his own 
principles, he has nothing to. do with. Then 
see how the case stands. The legalist, or self- 
righteous miin, has nothing to. weigh against 
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the requirements of thp law; nor has he any 
thing to weigh against th6 requirements of the 
gospel. Alas ! alas ! self-righteous- man ! Thou 
art in an evil case; "thou art weighed in the 
balantjes, and artfound wanting." . - ' 

• 4. Let the Universalist be next weighed in 
the balances of the sanctuary. The Univer- 
salist. of the modem- stamp believes that all, 
luy matter how wicked they may have been, 
will go to heaven when they die. • If so, why 
did the Saviour say, "Elcept ye repent ye» 
shall all likewise perish." . "He.that believeth 
not shall be damned;" and, " Except a man-be 
born again he cannot see the kingdom, of 
God." Ou the principles of tbe Universalist, 
these solemn declarations of the Saviour have 
no meaning at all; or, if they have, they mean 
the very opposite of what they express, .even 
this — ^whether ye repent or not ^ ye shall not 
perish. He that believeth not, shall not. be 
damned; and, whether a man be born again 
or noty he s^all certainly see the kingdom of 
God; aye, shall certainly reach heaven — ^all 
Bible declarations t6 the contrary notwith- 
standing. O! what awful trtfling with the 
Scriptures hgive w6 hi^re ! But the Universal- 
ist niay say, the change required t^kes place 
in death. Where is tbis doctrine taught in all 
the Bible?' Point me out the chapter and the 
verse} if you can ! Whilst nothing of that kind 
can be found in ajl the sacred volume, v{e find 
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it thus written, " Whatsoever thj hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy'lnight, for there is no 
work, nor device, nor inowledge, nor wisdom 
in the- grave whither thou goest." Eccl. ix. 10. 
Again, " Thi3 night com'eth when no man can 
work." Again, " He that is unjust let him be 
jmjust still, and he which i§ filthy let him be 
filthy still, and he that is righteous let him 
be righteous still, and he that is holy let him 
be holy still." Rev. xxii. 11. And again, 
" The rich man also died=atid was buried, and 
in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in tor- 
ments." Luke xvi. 23: But if these passages 
may, Ijj wit and ingenuity, be set aside, th6re 
is one which certainly cannot; and I do* think 
it must^settle the matter^ with modern Uuiver- 
salists for ever.'' It is the language of the Sa*? 
viour, " If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall 
die in your sii^s." We know that many do 
not rfeceive Christ as the Messiah. We know 
that many do not believe in him at all. Now, 
says the. Saviour, " If ye believe not that I am 
he, ye. shall die in your sins;" and he that 
dies in sin, of course must perish. But whilst 
there are many, very many other passages of 
Scripture, fatal to the doctrine of universal 
salvatioji, permit me to quote only tiX^omore. 
" The hour cometh," says the Saviour, " when 
all that are in their gravies shajl hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and shall come forth; they 
that have done good, to the resurrection of life, 
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and they that have done etil, to the resurrec- 
tion of damnation." John v. 29. The second 
' passage is found in Gen. vi. " Arid God saw 
that ,the wickedness of man was great* in 
the earth, and that every imaghiation of .the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually, 
and God saiij I will destroy man from the* fafce 
of the earth, but Noah found grace in the eyes 
of title Lord." Now, mark^ God purposes to 
give, an ftwful display of his wrath and<tndig- 
nation against the. workers of iniquity, a,nd, 
at the same time, to show his special regard 
for righteous Noah, who. had found grace in 
his sight And what does he do1| Why, he 
stretches forth the hand- of his omnipotence, 
breaks up- the fountains of the great deep^ 
opens the windows of heaven, sends a mighty 
flood of waters upon the earth, and sweeps 
the whole world of the ungodly, right up into 
heaven! Every man that was upon the face 
of the earth is swept right up into heaven, 6Xr 
cept righteous Noah! and he, poor man, who 
had found grace in th^f ey^sof the Lord, is 
left to toil and struggle, and suflfer affliction 
here on earth; whilst the. abominable ones, 
who were so wicked 'that God could not endure 
them on earth, are taken immediately to his 
bosom in heaven! moreover, if the Universal- 
ist is right, ' the sexton whp puts the body 
down into the ^ave, called hell, is more td be 
fe&,red than any other being in tjie universe. 
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See Luke xii. 5. , Men and brethren, can you 
believe this ? Certainly not 1 No man in his 
senses can believe it-^then the case is settled. 
ThelJniversalist is weighed in the balances, 
and fpiind wanting ; and if he should have no 
better foundation than he liow has, as sure as 
there is a God iii heaven^ he will perisl^, and 
.perish for ever! With regard to the Univer* 
salists of former times, .otherwise called hell- 
redemptionists, the doctrine embraced is so 
completely at war with the doctrine pf grace, 
and the whole t^nor of the^ sacred volume, that 
the. theory of universal salvation on that plan 
is now exploded; andl)eing given up pretty 
mucih» even by its. own former advocates, we 
need only remind you of the jgreat gulf, which, 
according . to . the Saviour, is 'fixed between 
heaven and hell, which- ip jiever to be passed ; 
and also remind you of the language of the 
Saviour. in the twenty-fifth chapter of Mat- 
thew, and which describes the winding up 
scene of the great judgment-day : '* And these 
shall go 'awa;y into everlasting punishment, 
but the righteous into life eternal." Having 
weighed in the balances df the sanctuary those 
who embrace fundamental error, we proceed to 
bring forward 

. Class IL This embraces those who may be 
very correct in sentiment, but are not so in 
practice., And, 

1. Let the unrighteous be weighed in the 
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balances of th^ sanctuary; and by the unrigh- 
teous man, I mean the fraudulent man, the dis- 
honest man, the intemperate mau, the gambler, 
the Swindler, the man of cruelty and extortion — 
in- shorty all \vho .openly and daringly trampte 
upon the golden precep.t — " Whatsoever ye 
would, that men should do to you, do ye even, 
so to. them.'/^ • O, what a long, long list of 
crimes has the unrighteous man to answer for ! 
crimes various and multiform — sgainsjt Ood — 
against man — against his. own. He has not 
only neglected the lesser duties of social life, 
but the greater matters of the; law. . Against 
such, the blessed Saviour denounces an awful 
woe; but the apostle Paul, in few words, settles 
the matter for ever : — " Know ye not," says hq, 
'* that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God ? ' Be not deceived ; neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor ajiulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with man- 
kind, nor- thieves, nor covetous, iior [drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit thi^ 
kingdom of Gr^d." 0^ unrighteous man ! open- 
ly wickecj man! "Thou art weighed in the 
balances, and art found wanting," 

2. Let the worldling next be placed in the 
balances. Some are worldlings who would not 
and should not be esteemed unrighteous men, 
in the common acceptation of that termi By 
the worldling, I simply mean the persoii who 
loves the world, who loyes it supremely; who 
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is ready to say, "Give me riches, honours, 
pleasures ; give me, moreover, health, friends, 
and long life, and this world will do for me, I 
desire no-better.'* ' 

And how let us view the worldling in his 
threefold chariacterr— As a man of fashion,' a 
man of pleasure, and a. man of business.- Is he 
a man of fashion ? He loves tl\e praise of ^ men 
more than the praise of God, the very character 
condemned in the sacred volume. John xii. 43. 
Is he a man. of pleasure?- Then, according to 
the Prophet, he has committed two evils : * " He 
has forsaken his Maker, the Fountain of living 
waters, and has hewn out unto himself broken 
cisterns which can hold no water.'' But is he 
a man of business ? Mark this worldling ! The 
morning dawns; he rises refreshed and invigo- 
rated by the slumbers of the* night; but he 
offers no thanksgivings to God, for the repose 
and protection of the night. He leaves his 
chamber without- prayer. And now he goes 
forth to the pursuits of the day. Still, mark 
that worldling V His head, Iris heart, his soul, 
all are fastened upon the things of this world. 
He has no interval of serious thought; never 
once does he say, "God be merciful to me a 
sinneri"^ An4 now, the shades of evemng pre- 
vail ; he returns to his dwelling, and is there 
greeted by an affectionate wife, anti sweet, 
rosy, lovely children^— yes, the worldling, it 
may be, is in the midst of domestic copaforts, 
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one would think,- enough to melt a heart of 
rock*— enough to warm his whole soul into 
gratitude and love-ybut he thinks hot of, his 
heavenly Benefactgr ; never once says, "Bless 
the liOrd, O my soul, and forget not all. his 
benefits." Alas! he suffers "the mercies of 
heaven t6 lie forgotten in unthatikfulness, and 
without praises die!''* He is the- head of a 
' family. He has servants, and he has children^ 
arid it is his duty to set before them a good and 
pious example— his bounden duty, "to allure 
to brighter worlds, and lead the way;" but he 
neglects his duty. • Alas, the mgrning and the 
evening sun shines upon a. prayferless house- 
hold. He lives as if there was no God in the 
heavens to inspect his conduct ; as if there was 
no judgment bar at which he must one day 
appear. The fact is, although he may not 
think so, he is a practical atheist. He loves 
the world, loves it supremely ; the world is hisi 
portion, his home, his all. Now, what says the 
Bible? " Love not the \^odd, neither the, things 
of the world; for if any man lov^ the world, 
the love gf the Father is not in him." wojrld- 
ling, worldling, listeil to me ! Thou art weighed 
in the balances, and art found wanting ! And 
now, " Wh^t is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole, world and lose bis own soul?" O 
think upon this. If any man ever gained the 
world, that man was Alexander the Great. And 
now, suppose, after all, that he died in gin, and 
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is now in the world pf woe; — ^what does it all, 
this moment, avail him? Come along, ye world- 
lings, come along withlme, and let ns, so to 
speak, go to the herders of the pit, and call up 
the. sh^de of Alexander -the Great from the 
vasty deep of hell. — Where is Alexander the 
Great? Let him now appear!- Methinks there 
I see him-i^-but how changed I Is this Alexan- 
der the Great? t see no glittering crown upon 
his head! no royal robes invest his forml-r-his 
hand, too, it grasps no sceptre ! arid his mighty 
generals, where are they? I see them- not! Is 
this Alexander, the Great? O that sepulchral 
groan 1 that unejirthly sound, that comes rat- 
tling upon my ear :— r" Call me not Alexander th^ 
greatj call me Alexander ^he lost /" Unhappy 
shade ! and art thou indeed lost, and lost for- 
ever ? " O, Alexander the Great, what wouldst 
thoii now give in exchange for thy soul?" 
Another sepulchral groan ! another unearthly 
sound! — "Give I I would give all the king- 
doms I ever conquered !— I would give all the 
sceptres I ever grasped j all the laurels I ever 
won ! — I would give the world !; — ten thousand 
worlds,, to come out of this pit 'of despair!'- 
Bat, hark! that rush of agony! that shriek of 
despair! The lost spirit, in h^U, is sinking 
dovTu, deeper, and deeper still ! O vrorldUng, 
wofMling, think! Remember, you. are now 
weighed in the balances, and found wanting; 
and, I repeat the solemn interrogatory of the 
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Saviour, '^' What is a man profited, if he -shall 
gain the .whole world, and lose his own soul?" 
O think upon this, before it ba too late ! 

3. L^t the profane swearer next.be placed in 
the balances. B^causi^ of ^wearing, says the 
prophet, the land ndoumeth. There were pro- 
fane swearers in his day ; and alas ! there are 
but too many in our times; and weighed in the 
balances of . the sanctuary, nothing can bie 
plainer than that they are found wanting — for 
the Psalmist sietys, "Thine enemies,, O God, 
take thy ham^ in vain." And, what is th^ lan- 
guage of the eternal God himself? "Thou 
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain, for the- Lord will not hold him guilt- 
less that taketh his name in vain." This sin 
indicates peculiar hardihood ; as it is so ex- 
pre^ly forbidden; and, what makes the matter 
worse, it is a kind of a gratuitous sin, being 
committed without any adequate temptation. 
And this yemiiids me of the renjark of an old 
writer, quaint, it -.is true, but* very fordible. 
" The devilj" says be, " sometimes turns fish- 
erman, And when he fishes for ordinary sinners 
he is willing to go to some expense ; he baits 
his hook with the riches of the world; the 
honours of the world ; and the pleasures of the 
world ; but, when he fishes for profane swear- 
ers, he throws them the naked hook ! and they 
bite at the naked hook !-:-H5heap eyeii in the de- 
vil's account." Of a truth, profane swearing 
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is a? dreadful sin, and seems, perhaps more tKan 
any other, to be the bnbbUng np of sheer de- 
pravity. Thaiik God,- some are, in mercy,' 
made to see it, and .repent before it is too late. 
I. jrecoUect a case. It intelrest^d me; much at 
the time,.and,I,think I shall never forget it. 
During a protracted fneeting in a certain town 
ill Kentucky, a geirtleman of some considera- 
ble note called upon, me, at my lodgings. He 
wished to connect himself with tlie* church, on 
the following Sabbath.. He had been remark- 
ably profane, but the Lord had been merciful 
to. him, and he was now, as he hoped, a con- 
verted man. The case was- this : He once had 
a lovely boy, an only son ; this beloved child 
gave evidence of early piety. When perhaps 
not more than' nine years of age, he was laid 
upon a sick and dying bed. He talked sweetly 
about Jesus, and much about heaven.- On one 
occasion, when near his end, he called his 
father to his bed side, and, with great respect 
and affection, said, " Papa, I wish to make one 
request of you before I die." * " What is it, my 
darling?^' said the weeping father, bending over 
his beloved ai^i now dying child. ^* O my dear 
son, your father is willing to do any thing in 
the world for yon, what dp you wish me to 
do?" "Papa," said the dyirig child, "Dear 
papa, if you pUase^ don^i swear any moreP 
The father, as he narrated the affecting inci- 
dent, wept. Tears rolling down his cheeks. 
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" O sir," said he to me, "I never had any thing 
to come with such pow^r to my soiil before — 
the language of my dying boy, 'Papa, dear 
papa, if you please, dorCt swear any more.'' Sir^ 
it was blessed to my poor soul." i need only 
add, that the next day I saw that man seated at 
the table of the- Lord ; and may we not suppose 
that when he xjomes *to dle^ his cherub boy will 
hover over his. dying bed, and be the -first to 
tvelcome his happy spirit home to glory and 
to God ! And now, if there be a single pro- 
fane swearer present, let me say to him,; as 
that dear dyiiig child, did to the father whom 
he loved, "ijT- you please, dorCt srvear any 
morer. 

4. l<et the hollow hearted professor of reli- 
gk)n next be placed in the balances. Strange 
as it may appear, Voltaire took the sacrament 
of the Lord's supper ! * Yes, that' mouth of his, 
which uttered blasphemies against the Son of 
God— ^\vhich tailght treason against the Divine 
and immaculate Jesus — that mouth received 
the memorials of a Saviour's dying love.. Capi 
suchr a solemn farce as this please' a holy God ? 
" Nay,, verily, be not deceived, God is not 
mocked, whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap.'^ No matter what may be the 
profession or outward show, if the heart be not 
sincere and right* in the sight of God, it is all 
as a souiiding brass and a tinkling cymbal; 
Eyeu if there be no wilful hypocrisy, or out- 
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rageous blasphemy, as iij .the case of Voltaire, 
a mere profession of religion can avail no- 
thing, for "a solemn sound upon a thoughtless 
tongue," is a poor thing, knd 

5^ God 'abhors the sacrifice 
Wherp not the heart i& found." 

Ah ! my brethren, believe me, sacramental 
wine can. never wash away the sins of the soul 1 
nor can baptismal water cool the tongue of the 
falsehearted professor of Religion in hell, tor- 
mented in penal flames ! Professor of religion ! 
remember the parable of the ten. Virgins. It is 
quite possible to have the lamp of profession 
without the oil of grace : the -form tvithout the 
power of godliness. .And 0! remember, pe-. 
culiarly deep and dreadful must be the. damna- 
tion of those who fall from the heights of Zion 
into the flames oi hell. * Methinks, through all 
eternity the thoughts of the Sacramental board 
will haunt them; and, most terrible will it be 
to* see those who once sat down with them at 
the table -.of the Lord, now in heaven,. whilst 
they therbselve» are cast out ! O, then, let all 
who are in cominunion with .the church, now 
examine themselves, whether they be ih the 
faith— remembering the words of the apostle— 
"Neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 
imcircumcision, buta-new creature." Let all 
who are prbfessors- of religion dig deep, and lay 
a good foundation, for, according to the Scrip- 
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tares, the mere profession of religion, without 
the root of the matter, will not save the soul. 
The hollow-hearted professor of religioi;i, then, 
having the name without the thing ni3uned-^the 
form without the power of godliness^ is weighed 
and found wanting. 

And now, aSj wi6h to benefit every soul pre- 
sent, and as some may think the preacher •has 
n^t reached their ca^e^ as they do ^ot acknow- 
ledge themselves to belong exactly to any of the 
characters specified, permit me to put. in the 
balances of the sanctuary-one character more, 
' and sure I am, it will embrace, all who are not 
on their way t.o heaven. 

5. ThiB unrenewed, no matter who they are, 
or what they are^in other respects, they too are 
certainly wanting; for, mark! if unrenewed, 
they have never repented of their sins; and 
what says the Scriptures ? — " E-xceptye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish." If unrenewed, 
they have not believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And what says the Bible? — "He that believeth 
not, shall be damned." And agaiuT-" If unre- 
newed, they have not been born- again." And 
what says the glorious Soli of Grod?-— " Except 
a man be borii again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of • God." No matter, then, my dear 
friends, who qr what you may be, I tell you the 
truth in Christ Jesui§, I lie. not — if you have not 
been renewed in the temper and disposition of 
your souls; in other words, if you have not 
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experienced a change of. heart, and become a 
new creature in Christ Jesns, yon are still in 
the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity, and 
dying in that state, will certainly be lost I 
have noticed that in every community there 
are persons who seem to ,be near the. kingdpm, 
but ate not in it. They are amiable ; they are 
interestipg; they have sorde fine, traits of cha- 
racter ; but they are not converted. They re- 
mind us of what is said of Naaman. " Now 
Naaman, captaiA of the host of the king of 
Syria, was a^reat man with 'his master, and 
honourable ; moreover, he was a mighty man 
in valour, but he was a leper." Sg, these 
persons have many things to recommend 
them to the respect and affection of those 
around, but, alas! they are strangers to God's 
converting grace. Mark that venetable man ! 
his locks are silvery with age; benignity 
is seated upon his brow ; humanity lights up 
his faded countenance : — ^he has a purse for the 
.needy; a shelter for the housieless, and a heart 
to sympathize with the sons and daijg'hters of 
aiflictionl Perhaps, too, the patriot's flame 
still burns in his aged bosom;* but is this all? 
Alas ) his knees have never been beni in hum- 
ble prostration at the .mercy seat! His hands 
have never been lift.ed up, in hun^ble supplica- 
tion, at the thrope of heavenly grace ! Whilst 
the snows of fifty, sixty, seventy winters have 
been bleaching his lockS, his heart has been 

11 
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cold, fast bound up in the ice of morality. 
What a pity that such a yenerable man should> 
in the day of judgment, be found wanting. 
There goes an interesting young man! He 
has the flush of youth, joined with the discre- 
tion of riper years. He is admired and catessed, 
and deservedly, too, for he has an aflFectionate 
heart ! a noble and a generous spirit ! He is np 
debauchee; he is'regular in all his hours, tem- 
perate in all his indulgences; no profane ex- 
pressions pollute hi3 lips ;. the world can see no 
stain in his moral character. He is-thacjiiarn- 
pion of morality, and even the advocate of re- 
ligion. But is this all ? . Alas ! he has entered 
the vestibule, but he has not entered the temple 
of religion. He. has foun^ many pearls, pre- 
cious pearls, too, but n,ot the " one pearl of great 
price." He has many things to recommend 
him, like the young man in the gospel, but, like 
the same young niE^n, he lacks the one thing 
needful; and lacking this, he lacks the key to 
heaven. ' And «ee,.too, that interesting young 
female ! her temper is sweet, her manpers are 
pleasing, hep person is lovely; fair gs the first 
rose that bloomed in Paradise, and her admirers 
say she hps 

" Grace in her steps ; heavenjn her eye; 
In all her gestures, dignity and love." 

She is her mother's rose, her father's pride, arid 
the life of the circlenn which she moves; but 
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is- this all? Alas, she is no Mary! — ^hasnot 
chosen that good part which should not be 
taken from her — ^her heart is upon the world — 
she is a "loyer of pleasures more than alover 
of God.^' Like the Interesting young man just 
mentioned,,she has entered the vestibule, but 
not the temple of religion; has found many 
pearls, but not the " one pearl of great price" — 
has many things to recommend her; but, like 
that amiable young man,, (who, perchance, may 
be her brother,) she, too, lacks the one thing 
needful; and, lacking this, she lacks the key 
to heaven! O who- will not -weep when such 
persons, who seem to be so near the kingdom^ 
refuse to come to Christ, and perish in their 
sins! But some persons may think it would 
be unjust in God to punish such innocent per- 
sons,- and not right to send such *' good-hearted" 
ones to the world of wo ; but, let it be remem- 
bered, the Bible recognizes .no innocence on 
earth, but that which consists in the forgive- 
ness of sins ; and no good-heartedness on earth,, 
but that which consists in the washing of 
regeneration, and the renewing oi'.the Holy 
Ghost. . The fact is; according to the Scrip- 
tures, all havei sinned and come short of the 
glory of God; and, by the deeds of the law 
shall no flesh.be justified in his sight'; and 
hence it is written.: ^' Other foundation can no 
man lay than isf laid, which is Jesus Christ." 
And it is true of all, " Except a man^ be born 
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again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." All 
then, who are • lanrenewed, are. in a statie of 
wrath and condemnation ! Weighed in the 
balances, they- are found wanting. 

And now, my dear brethren, in closing, per- 
mit mer to remark: 1 have brought forWard 
several classes of characters, and weighed, them 
in the balances of the sanctuary. Have I 
sketched the characters correctly? Have I 
weighed them with an even hand? . Have any 
of you, my dear hearers, been weighed and 
found wanting ? O) this is a serious matter ! 
Should the visible fingers of an invisible angel 
now write tekel .over against you, upon the 
plaster of • the- wall, would not strange alarm 
seize upon you? Would you not, like Belshaz- 
zar, cry out in terror? And now tell me, O ye 
cardess, Christless souls f tell me, what mat- 
ters it, whether the visible fingers of an in- 
visible angel write tekel on the wall against 
you, or the finger of inspiration write' it here, 
in this volume, as with a sunbeam? You, 
then, who have b^een weighed, and fcfund want- 
ing, tell me, do you not believe that you must 
die? and. dying, do you not believe that you 
must go to the judgment bar? — and; going to 
the judgment bar,- da you not believe th?it you 
must be judg^ out of the things written in the 
sabred volum^^? And does does not this book 
now c6ndemn you ? and if so, believe m.e, there 
is nothing wanting, this moment, to fix your 
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unhappy doom, but for God to fix your pre - 
sent character. | And this he may do in one 
moment; quick ag lightning, and terrible as 
the last trump! /O, should the sun now be 
turned into darkness, and the moon into blood ; 
should the stars now fall from the heavens, and 
jthe powers of the. heavens be shaken; should 
the archanger« trump, louder than ten thou- 
sand thunders, and more awful than the hoarse 
crash of falling worlds, now w&,ke up the slum- 
bering dead ! ' O, should you now see the Judge 
descending, the throne erected, the books open- 
ed, the balances-, in which souls and their ac- 
tions are to be weighed,, poised aloft; and your 
souls about to be Weighed — ^would you not 
tremble? Conscious that you are wanting, 
would not overwhelming horrors seize upon 
your soul ? O, then, virhat a mercy that you 
did not die last night ! or when you were last 
sick! O what a mercy that you ate not now 
in Btemity-^yotir character fixed, your doom 
sealed for ever. What a mercy that you are 
still in the} land of the liviixg — stUl in a state of 
probation, and still under hope of heavenly 
grace ! And- now, what is to be done ? Fly to 
Christ. Take refuge in his arms; for, sprinkled 
with his atoning blood, and found in him, you 
are safe. His blood cleanseth from all sin; and, 
arrayed in . his righteousness^ your souls shall 
find acceptance with God, and be secure amid 
all the thunderings and lightnings, and terrors 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



158 REVIVAL SERMONS. 

of the jiadgment day ! O, dinner, fly to Christ. 
He is your only hope ; and fljl, without delay. 
Death toay be near! Eternity may b6 jt^t at 
the door J and, therefore, whit thou doest, do 



quicMy/ 



" Sinner, perhaps this vefy day, 

Thy last accepted time may bej * 
O shoirtdst thou grieve him nov away, 
1* ben hdpe may never beam on thee !" 



SERMON VI. 

THE CHARACTER AND REWARD OF THE EARTflXY 

MINDED. 

* ' 
Paot. iii. 35. — Shame shall be the promotion of fools. ,^ 

The proverbs* of Solomon are full of instruc- 
tion; the language may sometimes appear harsh 
and abrupt, but the meaning is so much the 
more striking and» impressive. This is the 
Case with the passage at present under conside- 
ration. "Shame shall Mq the promotion of 
fools." Here, you will observe, the wise man 
calls persons of a certain description -fools; and 
let it be'remembered, he did not mean those 
void of reason, who are fools in a natural sense; 
but those, who, in mattef s of rehgion, act as if 
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they were void of reason, a^d therefore may be 
called fools in a scriptural §ense. The main 
difference between the one and the other seems 
to be this : The one acts in opposition to sound 
reason, through lack of a good understanding ; 
the other through lack 'of a right disposition. 
It is no uncommon thiitg for persons of a cer- 
tain description, proud of their own supposed 
wisdom, to look father coritemptuously upon 
the people of God','and to esteen\ them as peor, 
weak-minded, deluded ones;, and, sometimes, 
they even hesitate not to pronounce them fools. 
This day, I trust, the tables will be turned, and 
this reproach will be rolled away^ Our pur- 
pose at this time, is, by sintple, ccfmmon sense, 
and scriptural argument, to establish this pro- 
position, that all unconverted persons — ^that all 
who, taken up with the things of this world, ne- 
glect the higher interests of eternity, that they 
are justly chargeable with folly, supreme folly. 
And this, I think will appear in the two follow- 
ing particulars : First, in the choice which they 
make; and Secondly, in the conduct which 
they pursue. 

I. In the choice which they make.— We very 
frequently, and very correctly, form an idea of 
a person's wisdom, or folly, from what he 
chooses and most values. If, for example, a 
person should prefer an object of real and great 
value, to one of iittle or no value; as far as the 
case goes we form a favourable opinion of that 
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person's wisdooK Bni suppo^ the case be ex- 
actly the rev.epse. Suppose this man should 
prefer rags .to robes, pebbles to jewels, the sha- 
dow to the substance, and counterfeit to' genu- 
ine bank-bills, would yoti pronounce him wise? 
I think not. And suppose, when this person 
is remonstrated with, in regard to the foUy of 
his choice, he should continue, perseyeringly to 
make the same foolish ch6iae, would ypu not 
be strongly tempted to pronounce him a ibol? 
Now why should not the principle hold, just as 
well in spihtual as in temporal things ? I,think 
it does. And now what do sinners choose^ 
They make many a foolish choice; I will state 
a few by way of specimen. 

First — The sinner prefers the favour of man 
to the favour of God. That he does so is mani- 
fest, because, whilst he is tremblingly alive to 
his character, as.it stands in the eyes of his fel- 
low creatures, he usudly cares very, little how 
his character stands in the eyes of his. Maker. 
It is well known that the sinner will go to 
much greater lengths to please man than to 
please God. Nay, he will frequeiitly do what 
he knows full well is displeasing to God,' and 
that for the. express purpose of securing the 
favour of h fellow creature! Now, what does 
this prove? Most assuredly, that, he sets a 
greater value upon the favour of man ,than 
upon the favour of God. And now, which is 
woTth the most? * With. regard to the favour of 
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man, if of the right kind, oeftainly it is of 
some .value; and I am free to say withlhe poet^ 
*'Poor is the friendless master of a world!" 
But after all; it is, well known ^hat the favour 
of man is oftentimes deceitful. ' h6w fre* 
quently do we find that they of whose favour 
and friendship we thought ourselves perfectly 
sure, strangely cool off! We cannot imagine 
what has wrought the change, but with regard 
to the fact, that they are no longer our friends, 
that is but too clear ; and, in^ the moment of 
excitement, we are ready to say, in the lan- 
guage of Scripture, " Cursed is the man that 
putteth his trust in man^" , But suppose this 
friend is a fast and faithful friend, we. may be 
in a .thousand different circumstances in which 
his friendship Could avail us nothing/ We 
may be laid upon a bed of sickness and lan- 
guishing, and he know nothing at all about 
the matter. He may be far distant; mountains 
may tower, or oceans roll between us; or, say 
he is near at hand, standing at our side, and 
witnessing our distress, his tears m^iy trickle 
down his cheeks, and all the tenderest sym- 
pathies of his heart may be excited; nay, he 
may even be willing to, share our sorrow^s with 
us, but in spite, of all his flowing tears, and 
the tender sympathies of his affectionate. heart, 
we suffer, weagpnize, we die, and there is 
only a new display of the impotency of human 
friendship. Such is the favour of man, fre- 
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quently fickle, and not- to be relied upon; and 
even when of the best stamp^ oftentimes of no 
substantial value;* and yet,- the sinner prefers 
the favour of man — to what ? Angels in hea- 
ven, would ye believe it? — thje- sinner prefers 
the favour of man to the favour of God ! I 
have told you what tl^e favour of man is 
worth; and now, what is the value of the fa- 
vour 6f God ? s O ye children of the heavenly 
king ! ye precious sons and daughters of Zion, 
what doyou say? I am sure the language of 
the Psalmist is your language, " Thy favour, 

God, is life; thy loving kindness is better 
than life." Ye^,. if I should pour down at 
your feet all the silver and 4he gold in the 
world, and offer that in exchange for the fa- 
vour of God, would yoxi take it? Would you 
not rather be ready to say, "Go and offer a 
monarch a bubble for his crown, and if he ac- 
cepts, yet will not I." The favour of God ! 
Go ^nd ask that young convwt, who, fcnr the 
first time in his life,. has tasted that the Lord is 
good and gracious — ^that young convert whose 
countenance is dressed in smiles, and -whose 
heart is now filled vnth. a peace and joy unr 
known before — ^ask that young convert what 
he thinks of the favour of God. " O !" says he, 
" I nevefr knew what real happiness was until 

1 had a sweet sense of God's forgiving love. 
Truly his favout is life, and his loving kind- 
ness better than life." The favour .of God ! 
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Go and ask that' dying Christian, just on the 
wing for glory — ^that dying Christian, just ut- 
tering those beautiful lines of Watts, ' 

'* Jesus can make a dying bed 

Feel soil, as downy pillows are" — 

Go and ask that dying Christian what he 
thinks of the: favour of God. " The favour of 
God!" he replies, " it is every thing now to 
me. It is that which gives me now 'more com- 
fort than tongue can express; it is that which 
softens my dying bed, and strews it air over 
with the roses of paradise? — ^it is that* which 
brightens the dark scenery of the grave,' and 
now raises ihe quite above the fear of death. 
O it is infinitely more valuable to me now 
than ten thousand, thousand worlds !" The 
favour of. God! — Go through- yonder pearly 
gates, and ask those bright and happy spirits 
who, robed and crowned, are now circling the 
throne, rejoicing in heaven. Go and ask them 
what the favour of God is worth to them. 
Methinks, with one voice, they would say: 
" It' is the favour of God which makes us 
happy here. It is the favour of God which 
rolls a tide of rapture all over this eternal 
world of joy. It, is^ the favour of God which 
makes heaven— heaYeu indeed to Our souls!" 
Yes,* my brethren, believe m6, if the favour of 
God were withdra^vn, angels themselves would 
be sad; the spirijts of the just would be wrapt 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



164 REVIVAL SERMONS. 

in gloom, and the dwellings of the blessed 
would cease to charm. The favour of God! 
0! it is every .thing which •men. on earth, or 
angels in heaven can desire; and yet, the sin- 
ner in his wisdom prefers the favour' of nian 
to the favour of Godi That is, he prefers* the 
rags to the robes,, the pebbles to the jewels^! 
and the shadow to the substance ! Is 'the sin- 
upr a wise mai;i? Judge ye! 

The second foolish choice which the sinner 
makes is this : — He prefers the interests of the 
body to the interests of the soul. That he does 
this is evident, because with him" the body is 
the f^vcjurite. It is fed, it is clothed, it is ten- 
derly cherished; and when «ick, then no 
pains, no expense is spared to restore it to 
health: but the soul, alas ! with^the sinner it is 
like a poor motherless child, sadly neglected. 
It may be sick, nigh unto death, even the bitter 
pangs of thq second and everlasting death, and 
yet it excites no interest! no provision is made fof 
its comfort, nor even for its safety ! Yes, whilst 
the sinner is so careful of his body, he really 
treats his soul as if it were a thing of no yalue. 
Now, let Tis compare one with the other — ^what 
is the body, aiid what is the soul? What is the 
body ? It is of the earth earthy. "What is the 
soul ? The breath of -the Almighty ! What is 
the body? It is allied to the beasts that perish. 
What is the soul? Allied to Him that liveth for 
ever and ever. Whilst the body is confined to 
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a small spot of earth, the soul ranges through 
the vast fields of creation — examines the beauty 
of the various parts — ^the amazing grandeur of 
the mighty whole. Rising above all worlds, 
the soul of man approaches the throne of Him, 
whom the heaven, and the heaven of heavens 
cannot. contain; conteniplates his eternal power 
a&id Godhead, and all the high, and all the lofty 
things which belong to the Divine nature. 
Standing, as it were, by the throne of the great 
Creator, it looks back to 'the period when as yet 
no* sun had lighted up the heavens ; not a star 
had as yet glittered upon "the mantle of unes- 
sential night." Spreading its airy wings, it 
shoots forward into futurity; and, outstripping 
the roll of ten thousand, thousand ages, it there 
hovers over the.vast, the boundless ocean of eter- 
nity ; then climbing the immortal heights of the 
New. Jerusalem, it revels in all the joys of the 
paradise'of God, or, cast down to fiery deeps, 
and endless night, it converses with groans un- 
pitied, unrespited, ages of hopeless end ! The 
body and the soul compared together ! O, tell 
me, what is the body ? " Fragile, frail as vege- 
tation's tender leaf, or, ^s the passing meteor, 
brief! Whei^ long this iniserable frame shall 
have vanished from life's busy scene, that sun 
shall flame, those orbs shall roll, as though this 
dust had never been!" What is the soul? 
" Immortal mind J by grovelling matter un- 
ooiifinedl the same when states and empires 
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change ! When suns have waned, and worlds 
sublime their final revolutions told-7-the soul 
shall flourish over time as though- such orbs 
h^d never roUecJ !" And ypt, the sinner prefers 
the interests of the body. to the interests of the 
soul. Is the sinner a wise man ? Is he not a 
fool? I'do not say that he is> I lay the argu- 
ment before you — ^you have an understanding 
as well as the speaker— judge ye. • . 

The third foolish choice of the sinner is this : 
He prefers temporal pleasure to eternal happi- 
ness ; and in .so doing verily he prefers the 
rags to the robes > the pebbles to the jewels, 
and the shadow to the substance. But that 
the sinner does make the choice which we 
affirm, can be known and re^d df all men, for 
his incessant cry is, " Who will show me any 
good?" And, sJthough the objects of pursuit 
are exceedingly .diversified, they are all of an 
earthly stamp. Some seek enjoyment in the 
riches of the world, some in the honours of 
the world, and some in the pleasures of Ihe 
world. But now, tell *me, my hearers, when 
did these things ever yet make njan or wo- 
man happy? If riches could make one hiappy, 
I suppose th^t Han\an ought to have been 
a very happy toan ; for he was so rich that 
he could offer king Ahasuerus no less than 
a thousand talents for the destructio]|;i of the 
Jews. But/v^s Haman happy? You recol- 
lect that on a certain* occasion, he called to- 
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gether his friends, and Zeresh, his wife, a^id 
told them of all the glory of his riches, and 
then added, " All these things avail me nothing 
so long as I see Mordecai, the Jew, seated at 
king's gate!" Here was a worm at the root of 
his happiness. If military honours could make 
. one happy, I should suppose that Alexander 
the Great might ,haye been a happy man ; but 
he was not, for we are told he wept because he 
had not another world to conquer. If sensual 
gratificatiqns could make one happy, I should 
think- that Colonel Gardiner might certainly 
have been a happy man ; for he was emphatically 
a man of pleasure, and was eyen called ^' The 
happy rake !" But was he happy ? . no, for 
he hinjLself, after his conversion, testifies, thit 
Once when he was in the very midst of all the 
pleasurable indulgences of the world, a ^og 
happening to come into the room, he actually 
sighed, and said to himself, "O.that I were 
that dog !" Ah ! my brethren, believe me, "the 
world can never givp the bliss for which we 
sigh." And, in truth, we can up more expect 
to find perfect happiness in the world and the 
things thereof, than we may expect to find, 

" Mellbw grapes beneath' the icy pole ! 
Blooming roses on the cheek of death; or 
Substance .in a world of unstibstantial shades." 

Solomon made a- full .experiment of the matter^ 
for there, was, it seems, no source of earthly en- 
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joyinent to whieh he had not repaired in his. pur- 
suit after happiness; and yet in the winding up, 
he was constrained to»say, "Vanity of vanities! 
all is vanity !"—r Yes, my brethren, it is even so. 
In the possession of riches, in the possession of 
honours, in the possessiotn of all the world calls 
good oi' great, "the heart distrustful asks if this 
be joy?'/ !^ut*now, suppose some man of the 
world,* in' this assembly, should rise up jstnd 
say, " Sir, you are mistaken, I am no Chris- 
tian ; I am a worldling, .jas you term it, and I 
am happy— perfectly happy. The angel Ga- 
briel is not happier than I am." ; No man, I 
presume, can make such a remark; but if ar 
single one o{ the human race now upon ^arth 
should be able* to make* such a remark, taiight 
w^ not reply : Be it so ; but, sir, how long is 
this Jiappiness going to last? "The ground of 
a certain rich man," says the Saviour, "brought 
.forth plentifully, and he thought within him- 
self, sayingi What shall I do, because I have no 
room where to bestow my fruits? and he said. 
This will I do : I will pull down my barns, and 
build greater*; und there will I bestow all my 
fruits and my goods; and I will say to my soul. 
Soul, thou hast much good^ laid up in store for 
mainy yearsj — taike thine ease; eat, dirinjc, and 
be merry! but God said unto him. Thou fool, 
this night shall thy soul be Required of thee." 
You see then, my dear brethren, how the 
.matter stands. No unconverted sinner can at 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



BEVIVAL SERMONS, 169 

any given period say, I am no^ happy, perfect* 
ly happy? No, no! this happiness is always 
in prospect Sometimes it may ap^ar just at 
h^nd, bnt some how or other it elude^^the 
grasp ; and even if the particular object desired 
be attained, hx)w cerljain- is there to be some dis* 
appointment about the matter; and if no disap* 
poinlment, there is, as we have siiown,* no cer- 
tainty of a jsingle day's continuance. *lIow 
often do kurels wither whilst, yet upon the 
brow ! and hoW'often do bubbles burst while 
we are looking on ! At the very time that Ne- 
buchadnezzar considered himself* in the pleni- 
tude of earthly glory — fit the very time that 
he was walking in the palace of the kingdom 
of Babylon, surveyii^ the magnificence of 
his capital, and saying in the pride of his 
heart, ♦'Is'iiot this great Babylon that I have 
built, for. the house of the kingdom, by the 
might of my power, and for the honour of my 
majesty.'' Mark! "while the words were in 
the king's- mouth, there fell a voice from hea- 
ven unto hini, saying, O king Nebuchadnez- 
zar, to thee, it is spoken; the kingdom is de^ 
parted irom thee.'' And so passes away all 
earthly joy. Such is the true character of 
^1 temporal pleasure, unsatisfying at the best, 
and traasitory at that. 0! hpw can one who 
has^ an immortal soul, and bound for eternity, 
content himself with a thing s^* unsubstantial 
tod so evanescent? And yet the sinner values 

12 
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k highly; yea, prefers temporal pleasure, such 
as it is, to eteraal happiness. . Eternal hap- 
piness! what is it? Were I a glorified spirit, 
I would know it; were I an adoring seraph, I 
would feel it-^but* were I ^ glorified spirit or 
an adoring seraph, I could never, no never de- 
scribe it: for,, according to the apostle, '/Eye 
hath not seen, ear h^th not- heard, nor hath it 
entered into the heart of mail, what things God 
hath prepared for them that love him." Eter- 
nal happiness! "Beloved," says the apostle, 
"now are we the sons of God^ and it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be, but we know that 
when he shall appear, we shall be Hke him^ for 
we shall see him as he is." ! think of the 
beatific -vision of God anci the Lamb; think 
of the sweet society of saints and angels; think 
of the perpetual exercise of all heaverily afiec- 
tions, the everlasting contemplation of » all glo- 
rious objects! O think !— no sin, no sorrow 
there! but joy, pure joy, seraphic joy^, and joy 
for ever ! O think of the soul of the Christian 
falling asleep in Jesus; waked up from the bed 
of death by the music of the skies, and caught 
up to heaven on angels' wings, it comes into 
the presence of a smiling God — finds itself With- 
in the precincts of eternal day ! Glory above, 
and glory beneath, and glory around, and glory 
within! The whole soul swimming as it were 
in th6 pure element of celestial joy. think 
of Toeing in heaven with the blessed Jesus and 
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his holy angels, and the spirits of the just mad^ 
perfect, a thousand years ! The bare thought 
of it is enough to make the heart of the believ- 
er, even ou earth, to leap for joy, - Only think 
of being in heaven amid all its glories and its 
joys a thousand years! And when that thou- 
sai;id years shall have, passed away, then ano- 
ther thousand year^ ! and then another ! and 
yet another! Bless the. Lord! . 

" When we've been there ten thousand. years, ^ 
Bright shining 'as the sun ; , ^ ' 

We've no less cfeys ib' sing God's" praise 
Than when we first* begun.'* ^ * ' 

What did I say?— Ten thousand years'! Let 
every leaf of the forest- stand for. ten thousand 
years' of celestial joy; l^t ^ery dew drop of 
the morning stand for; ten thousand years of 
celestial joy; let every star in yonder firma- 
pient stand for ten thousand years; of celestial 
joy; add all these together, and even when all 
these ages heaped on ages shall havq p^ass^ 
away, we shall have no less days to sing God's 
praise than when w6 first begun. ! who can 
measure the millionth part of the height and 
depths and length vand breadth, of this ocean 
of eternal, happiness-t-eternal joy ! and yet, the 
sinner prefer>* temporal pleasu^re, chs^iffy and 
trapsitqry as it is, jU> the whole of it. Only 
think- f he prefers temporal pleasur-e-to eternal 
happiness! that is, he prefers the rags to the 
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robes, the pebbles to the jewels, the shadow to 
the substance! Is the smner a wise man? 
Men of intettect, judge ye. 

But if the folly of the sinner appears in the 
choice which he makes,* it will .appear with 
equal clearness 

II. In the conduct which he pursues. The 
sinner, who, takeii up with the things of time 
and sense, puts away, from him the higher 
claims of God, and his undying soul, does' 
many yery- foolish things, fc^ example: 

First. — ^He rebels against God his Maker, 
refusing to submit to his authority, and prac-. 
tically saying by his conduct, Who is the 
Lord that I should obey him ? I know ^not the 
Lord, neither will I oh^y his voice.. This is 
impious, and most^oolish too. The sinner re- 
bels against God his Maker, and what harm, 
has God his Maker done him? Was it any 
harm in God, to love the world, and give his 
Son to die for its redemption? Was it any 
harm in Ood to institute the ministry of recon- 
ciliation, and send one servant after another to 
persuade the sinner to ground the weapons of 
his rebellion, that it might be well with him in 
the latter end? Was it any har^ti in God to 
send his Hdy Spirit to move upon his heart to 
draw him to the foot of the cross, from which 
spot alone he can ascend to glory ? Or, was it 
any harm in Grod to shower down blessings 
upon the sinner without number, and keep 
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him alive, when he wm not prepared to die? 
and yet the sinner rebels against him. O! 
what ingratitude and what folly ! and is there 
not also midness in this* folly? Who is the 
sinner, and who is God, that the sinner should 
rebel against his Maker? The sinner! who is 
he? Is he not an atom of an atom world? 
and God ! who is he? Is he not that ^eat and 
glorious Being, who filial with his presence all 
immensity! Who is the sinner? Is he not a 
worm of the .dust, and crushed before the 
moth? smd who jis God? Is he not that great 
omnipotent Being, '" who can create .and can 
destroy," — ^^ho *'can dash whole worlds to 
death and make them when. hd please?" O! 
think, the sintoer is daily and hourly depen- 
dent upon God for every mercy, and even for 
every breath. Yes, it is.ln God that the sin- 
ner " li^es and moves, and has his being;" and 
this God can, in a moment, raise him to hea- 
ven, and make him an angel of light, or, in a 
moment, cast him down to hell, and make him 
a spirit for ever damned. Now, these thing* 
being sb, the smallest particle of common sense 
cfiae would think sufficient to show that the 
first ai^d most important thing is to secure the 
favour of God, for if God b^ for us who can be 
against us ? and if God be against us who can 
be for us? Now, although this principle is 
just as clear as the sun in the heavens, or, as 
clear as any thing can be, yet the sinner rebels 
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against ,his Maker; and, what is more, con- 
tinues in^ this rebellion; yes, obstinately con- 
tinues in this rebellion, nOt for days and weeks 
only, but for many* months — ^many years! and 
th^ too when this all-powerful and gracious 
God, by his word, his providence, and his 
Spirit, is kindly following him,. saying, '*Tuiti 
ye, turn ye, for why will ye die V^ and whilst, 
also, the* remarkable words of the £^)ostle are 
yet JBoilnding in his ears: '^-Now then, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did be- 
seech you by us, we pray you in Christ's stead, 
be ye reconciled unto Gpd,'' - In spite of all, 
the sinner rebels against his Maker. Is liie 
sinner a wise matt? O no! his conduct, in 
this matter, is certainly most foolish and un- 
wise ; find this is not the only example, for > 

Second. — The sinner is going to an eternal 
world, and makes no [preparation for that eter- 
nal world. If a pei^H knew that he must go 
to Oregon, or some other distant country, and 
there spend the remnant of his life on earth, 
Would it not be right and proper for him to 
think upon' the matter, and make some prepa- 
ration; especially if, every now and then, he 
S2tw a neighbour starting for that couiitipy, and 
knew not but he might have himself to set out 
the very next day? - But suppose, in these cir- 
cumstances, he should take no interest in the 
matter,'make no inquiries about the soil there, 
nor the society there, and make no proVisaon 
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for his well-being and comfort thfire, would not 
this be very strange? But the sinner is going 
to that world from whose bourne no traveller 
returns, and he makes no preparation whatever. 
And, observe : it is quite possible for a person 
to go to Oregon, or any- distant country on 
earth, and even whei^ no preparation had been 
made, find himself . very comfortably fixed 
when arrived ttere; but he who enters the 
eternal world without preparation^ must be 
miserable- for ever ! and yet tlie sinner makes 
no preparation. O, what an awfal infatuation 
this is! A certain nobleman, as the story 
goes, had a rude wit in his employ, called a 
fool.. Amused with a remark of his o^e day, 
the nobleinan gave him his walking cane, with 
this injunction :-t-" Take* this walking-cane, and 
keep- it until you meet with a greater fool than 
yourself, and then give it to him.'* The man 
kept the walking-cane for a length of time, 
not meeting with any one whom -^le -deemed a 
greater fool than himself In process of time^ 
however, his iotdship was laid upon a dying 
bed, and sending for . the rude wit, igwldressed 
him thus : — " Farewell !" ^* Where isyour lord- 
ship going?" said the man. "I am g:oing to 
my long home,^' replied the nobleman. ' "Your 
long home!". rejoined the man — "Your long 
home! . How kng is your lordship going to 
stay there?" — " 0," said the dying nobleman, 
*^ I am lievei: to return !*' — " Never to -return l" 
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exclaimed the' man, ^* never to return !" — " No," 
said the nobleman, ^^I am going to eternity, 
and am never to return-" — " Has your lordship 
made any preparation for that long home?" 
**No," said he, <a have not."— ^' Then," re- 
plied <iie man,* •" yoior lordship will please to 
takB the- walking-cane! you are certainly a 
greater fool than I am;-^please ta take the 
waiking-cane." If this be deemed a quaint 
illustration, sure I am it is forcible, and much 
to the point. Only think! the sinner is 
going to an eternal worid ! In that eternal 
world there is a heuven of xmspeakable aiid 
everlasting happiness for those who have made 
preparaition for it; -and for those who have 
made no preparation, there isra world of woe, 
an awful hell, which must be^ his dwelling-plkce 
to all eternity. And yet the sinner makes no 
preparation! Regardless of his eternal inte- 
r6stSy he is trifling wilh his uhdying soul. Is 
this Acting the part of a wise man? Is it not 
rather acting the, part of a madman and a foot ? 
Q ye, who, carried away by the* things of this 
WOTld, forget that you have uAdying souls — 
that jTou must soon be in eternity — ^and must 
soon be ia heaven or in hell! think about 
your need of preparation, befiDre the- season for 
it be over and gone for ever. But 

; A third exhiMtion of the sinner's fofly is this : 
He is condemned ; a pardon is freely offered by 
the Lordy and he rejects the oSared pardon. 
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Now, this crowns the climax of the sinner's 
folly, and beybnd this, I see not how madness 
and folly can go another step t Were you, my 
brethren, ever in a court house? Did you see 
a man there arraigned on a charge of murder? 
The judge seated, the jury empanneUed, the 
witn^ses giving in their testimony? Wete 
y<ni present when the jury brought in the ver- 
dicty guihy ? Were you present when the judge 
pronounced the sentence of death ? what a 
flaoment that was! What breathless silence! 
What painful sympathy i How was every eye 
fixed uj^on the unhappy <5rrminal, upon whom 
the dreadfol sentence of the law* had been pro- 
nounced ! You expected, no doiibt, to* see him 
tremble and turn pale. Suppose he cared no* 
thing" about Ihe matter — ^and suppose his coun- 
sel should have come to him, and said, "O, my 
dear client^ you are condemned, and I must 
confess, righteously eondemned; but I can't 
bear the idea of the sentence of the law bemg 
inflicted, upon yon ! — I will obtain a reprieve 
for you, if I can; I will get up a petiticm; I 
will go to the governor ; I will leave no stone 
unturned to obtain a pardon for you." — ^Sup- 
pose, I say, in such circumstances, the prisoner 
at the baar, condemned, should turn upon his 
heel and r^ect the kind offer— ^Would not the 
judge, the jury, the spectators«-^would not all 
pronounce him a fool? Only think: the man 
is ccmdenmad to die, and one offers to obtain a 
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pardon for him, and he rejects the kind offer. 
Surely the man is not in his right mind. — Now, 
this is a true picture of the sinner — every fea- 
ture exact. Is not' the sinner found guilty? Is 
he not. condemned? Yes, for the Bible says, 
expressly, " He that believeth not is condemned 
already /' aye, and according to John the Bap- 
tist, " the wrath of God abideth upon him' W 
hangs ov^r his head, like the stormy cloud, 
ready to buyst at any moment; or, like the axe 
of the executioner, liable to fall without a mo- 
ment's warning. Now, in these fearful cir-' 
cumstances, the blessed Saviour, the sinner'^ 
friend and advocate, cpmes to him with tender- 
ness and compassion, and says, " O poor^inner, 
art thou condemned? »Yes, righteously; but, 
Idnner, I bring you good |iews ! I am coilie all 
the way from heaven to earth to seek and to 
save that which was lost! I have made the 
great atoning, sacrifice, and now, Jiere is a free 
and full pardon offered to you, through faith in 
my blood!" . Take it, sinner, and your sins 
shall all be* blotted out ! Take it, sinner, and 
you shall have peabe with the God that made 
you! Take it, sinner, and you shall die in 
peace, and in the world to come, heaven shall 
he your final home !-r-0 take it, sintier, your 
loving, dying Saviour bids you take it It cost 
him much; even tears, and groans, and stream- 
ing blood, and the painful death of the cross; 
but, to you, it is offered "without money and 
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without price !" And now, what 4oes the sinner 
do ? Clinging to his lusts, he rejects the offered 
pardon! He does more than this — ^he grasps, 
as it were, the soldier's spear, and thrusts it 
into the Saviour's side! He treads under foot 
the blood of the Son of God ! " Father, for- 
give them, they know not what they do !" Ah! 
my brethren, whether we consider the sinner's 
choice, or sinner's conduct, we see that folly, 
consummate folly, is stamped upon the whole. 
And npw, what is to be the ei^d of these things ? 
What says our text? " Shame shall be the pro- 
motion of fools." O what a poor rev^^ard this 
is;; and yet it is all that such folly deserves. As 
he;that Sows to the wind can teap nothing bet- 
ter than the whirlwind, so " shame shall be the 
promotion of fools.'" There is, if I mistake not, 
irony as well as truth in the language of pur 
text—*" shapae shall be the promotion of fools," 
ThoH idea- is this : Pluming themselves upon 
their own supposed wisdom, and lightly esteem- 
ing the truly pious, they entertain high expecta- 
tions, and promise themselves great things ; but 
shame,- everlasting shame, only, must be the 
result of all the towering and vain expecta- 
tions with which impenitent sinners here are 
pleased to deceive themselves. Shame, we 
have reason to believe, will constitute one very 
bitter ingredient in the tormpnt of the damned 
in hell. Daniel hs^ r^ferencp to this matter : 
" Many that sleep in the dust of the earth," 
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says he, *.^ shall awake; some to everlasting 
life, an<i some to. shame and everlasting con- 
tempt." 

This shame vrill arise from several sources: — 

J. From disapppintment. Should a soldier 
be cashiered for cowardice, whea he expected 
promotion for his supposed bravery? Should an 
author be cried down when he expected great 
aipplause ? or, should a person find that no men- 
tion is made of him in a will, when he expected 
to be one of the principal heirs; in all such 
cases, disappointment would be a matter of 
shame. How much more when the sinner 
wakes up in eternity, and finds all his fond 
hopes of heaven blasrted for ever! But shatoe 
will arise, 

2. From the full development of character 
which shall then be made. I suppose that the 
most moral person in this assembly would not 
have things that he has thought, and. said, and 
done, to be revealed, even to his own domestic 
circte, for any consideration; and if this dis- 
closure were made, he ^Yould be overwhelmed 
with shame. What, then^ will be th6 amount 
of that shame which- shall comeupdp the sin- 
ner when every thing which hfe has ever 
thought, and said, and done, shall be revealed, 
in the presence of God, and angels, and men, 
in the great judgment day ? 

Some years since, a certain man in one oiF 
our Atlantic cities, was charged with a very^ 
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base act — ^was charged with opening a letter 
which had been put into the post office, and 
divulging some family secrets which that letter 
contained. He denied the charge. A committee 
was appointed to investigate the charge, and 
make a report. I was present when the report 
was made. In the presence of some one or two 
hundred citizens, the chairman of the commit- 
tee, came forward and said — ^* We have investi- 
gated the charge alleged against the gentle- 
man, and find it to be true." I saw the man 
the moment his character was thus blasted for 
ever. After one frantic effort with a pistol to 
taker the life of the person who had thus ex- 
posed him, he dropped his head; he could not 
bear to look upon man or woman any more; 
and, returning to his lodgings, he laid himself 
down upon his bed, and died of a broken heart. 
Shame kiUed hiria. And now, if the divulging 
of one base act in 6uch an assembly on* earth 
occasioned him such overwhelming, heart- 
breaking shame, O! what intolerable shame 
must come upon the sinne»*when every base 
act, when every impure thought, when every 
unlawful deed shall be revealed, as we have 
said, before God, and angels, and men! Me- 
thinks, in anguish, -he will exclaim — "O that I 
had never had a being !" or, ^* O that I could 
now hide' me beneath the mountain's base .or 
the ocean's wave !" " Shame shall be the pto- 
motion of foolfe !" 
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3. A third spurce of sh^me will be the mani- 
festation of the sinnei:'s foUjv If a person has 
acted very foolishly, even in common matters, he 
does "not like it to be generally known and 
talked about; but his consummate folly in re- 
lation to spiritual matters must be known and 
read of all men — aye, and it will be seen and felt 
by himself, in a manner never seen and felt be- 
fore. That this matter may be presented more 
clearly, suppose that this were the judgment 
day — trump sounding, dead rising, God de- 
scending, angels shouting, devils wailing, earth 
burning ! Suppose all the solemnities and ter- 
rors of the judgment day now before us! The 
sinner, now stationed tipon the left hand, finds 
himself lost for ever. He looks back upon the 
scenes of this world, and he remembers — (O, 
he would forget every thing if he cpuld,, but 
he canno1r-r"6on, remember!" says Abraham 
to the rich man in hell) — ^yes, whether the 
sinner choose iter not, he must look back upon 
the scenes of this world — ^whether he choose 
it or not, he will remember — what ? Why; the 
choice which he made, and the conduct which 
he pursued oti earth. For example, he will 
remember that when on earth, he preferred the 
favour of man to the favour of God! No^ he 
sees this great God in all his grandeur and his 
glory ; by his almighty arm bearing up hfeaven, 
earth, and hell; smiUng upon the righteous 
and frowning upon the \^icked ; crowning with 
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bliss and glory the one, and pouring wrath and 
ruin upon the other. And 0! to think that 
when on earth he preferred the. favour of that 
man, that rotted in the grave, or is now, per- 
haps, damned at his side, to the favour of this 
great and glorious God; O, how will the sinner 
be sensible of his folly then ! How will he cry 
out, in the anguish of his soul, — " O, my folly, 
my madness, when on earth ! Of a truth, I 
prefe^rred the rags to the robes, the pebbles to 
the jewels, the sh^ow to the substance. I 
never knew, O ! I never knew that I was such a 
fool before!'' And ^e will remember — what? 
Why, that when on earth he preferred the in- 
terests of the body to the interests of the soul. 
By that time he will have seen the; body turned 
over to corruption arid the worm, and now he 
sees the soul in all its capacity for happiness 
and misery ;— he sees the souls of the righteous 
robed and crowned^ rising, and shining, and 
corruscating in glory unspeakable; and see& the 
souls of the wicked shrouded in (Jarkness and 
despair, given over to remorse and anguish 
which no tongue can tell ! When these things 
are before his eyes, what must be his feelings 
to remember, that when on earth he preferred 
the interests of that poor dying body that had 
to lie down in the grave,, to that soul so mighty 
to sustain an exceeding great and eternal 
weight of glory, or an exceeding great and 
eternal weight of sorrow? In this view of the 
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grandeur and capacity of the soul for happiness 
and misery, will he not cry out — " O, fool ! O, 
madman that I was in yonder world ! to think 
more of my body than of my soul ! to prefer 
ihe little interests of the one to the mighty in- 
terests of the other ! Of a truth, I preferred 
the rags to the robes— the pebbles to the jewels 
— ^the shadow to the substance. I never, O, I 
never knew that I was such a fool before!'' 
And, there is heaven, too! what a world of 
glory and of joy? O, heaven, sweet )ieaven, 
to me lost for ever! Ana why? Because on 
earth I bartered it away for the poor, chaffy, 
short-lived pleasures of time and sense] Where 
was reason then? and w:hither had my under- 
standing fled? Why was I so infatuated vnth 
the world? O why did I prefer e&rth to heaven? 
Why did I prefer temporal pleasure to eternal 
happiness? — O, my folly! my unspeakable folly! 
Yes, it is true, it is but too true, I was a fool in 
yonder world. I preferred the rags to the robes, 
— the pebbles to the jewels— the shadow to the 
substance! And only to think! I rebelled 
against that great and glorious God, and al- 
though frequently warned, I made no prepara* 
tion for this awful eternity; and, to crown my 
madness and my folly, although entreated, I 
refused offered pardon. Ah! yes — 

".Yonder sits the slighted Sayiour, 
With the marks of dying love ! 
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O that I had sought his favour, \ ■ r 
When I .felt his Spirit move : , 

Golden moments! 
When I felt his Spirit move !" 

4. The fourth and last source of shame \rhich 
I shall mention is, .the company with which 
the sinner sh^U be obliged to associate — ^not 
wilii! the virtuous and the good, but with 
the infamous aftd the vile.T—Qnly think! with 
murdererS) and robbery, and thieves, and 
drunkards, and liars, .and pirates, and gamr 
biers, and Ijypocrites, and extor4;ioners, and all 
the mjean, and all the vile, and all the abomi* 
nable that ever lived and ever died! — and to 
crown the whole, he ' must have his portion 
wjith devils datoned, and aH the foul .spirits of 
the pit I O! tp.be grouped with such charstc*- 
ters ! to have no better society than this to all 
^tefnity ! how overwhelming tiiie thought ! and 
how overwhelming the- shame! Cut off from 
the sweet society of the heavenly world, sig- 
ners must be Unked with^the' offscouring off all 
creation; and, vqrily, then shall be brought 
to pass the* prediction of the Savioiir, "'There 
shall be weepiiig and wailing, and gnashing of 
teeth," when ye shaU see Abraham', and Isaac, 
and Jacoht ^^ all the prophets iii the king- 
dom of (yod, and you yourselves cast out! 0\ 
my soiil ! there must be mourning— motiriiing, 
at the judgment-seat of Christ. .Parents and 

13 
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children *there must part; must part to meet 
HQ more. Husbands and wives^ there must 
part; must part to meet no more. Brothers 
and sist;er$> companions and friends, there must 
part ; must part to meet no more. O ! who. can 
bear the idea of being excluded frqm the dwells- 
ings of the blessed, out oS from the society of 
those whom we loved on earth,, and cast down 
to hell, there to associate with murderer^ of 
father^, and kpufderers of mothers,, with rob- 
bers, and liars, and thieyes, tod swindlers, and 
pirates, and drunkards; and, as we. said, with 
all the mean, and all the vile, and all. the 
abominable ! and how will it add to the sin- 
^er's anguish to think that bj his continuanee 
in sin he had, made himself unfit for a better 
society, and a better place!, and how. will: con- 
science too, torment the sinner's soul, thun- 
dering in his ear the charge which he cannot 
.deny^-".Ye knew your duty tod did it not." 
O yes, the sinner will be constrained to say, 
Vl knew what was right, . yet did what was 
yrrcmg. O my folly, my madness on earth! 
and now I wake up to the full bpnviction of 
my folly and my madness, when it can avail 
me nothing. O ! it is too late now.. The har- 
vest is past, the summer is ended, and .my 
poor* soul^is not saved. O ! that I could return 
to the earth ouce tnore. O! that I could Hve 
my life over again. O ! that I had one hour 
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more to seek salvation in; and if this cannot 
be, O ! that I had never been bom, or O ! that 
I ha4 slumbered for ever in my grave!" 

My dear unconverted friends, think, -O think 
upon these things. A want Of thought has 
ruined many — ^let it not ruin you. O ! come 
now, and let the subject matter of our discourse 
bear upon your own case. What is the choice 
which you have made? ;and what is the course 
of conduct -s^hich you have pursued? Have 
you chosen the favour of man in preference to 
the favour of God? and is not this a foolish 
choice? Then make this choice no more. 
From this moment seek the favour of God, as 
the 'object' of chief desire. Have you not set a 
greater value upon the interests of the body 
than upon the interests of the soul? and have 
you not chosen temporal pleasure in preference 
to eternal happiness ? O ! be persuaded to do 
this no more, lest your precious souls be cut 
oflf from heaven, and you have none to blame 
but yourselves. Have you rebelled against 
your Maker? was this right? Have you ne- 
glected to Tuake preparation for atiother and 
eternal world? would you approve of this if 
now laid upon a' dying bed? — and have you 
rejected offered pardon? O! think what that 
pardon will be worth in that day which shall 
disclose " a God in grandeur, and, a world on 
fire." Com&, my impenitent friends, O listen 
to, my voice-T-0 attend to my counsel; or ra- 
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ther, listen to the voice, and attend to the 
counsel-of Him, who is yeur Maker, and wha 
will soon sit. in judgment upon your souls. 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, " Cotisider your 
ways^ Seek ye the Lord while he may be 
round : Call ye upon, him while he is near. 
Let the wicked forsake his ways, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts; let him return 
unto the Lord and he will have. mercy upon 
him, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon." 

" While God invites, how blest the day, 

How sweet the gospePs charming sound ! 
Come sinners hasle-^ haste away, 

While yet a pardoning God hie's found." 



SEKMON VIL 

THfe DELUGE. 

6en« vii. 1.— And the Lord said unto Noab, Come thou, and all tbjr 
• house, into the ark. 

Tnfi five books of ;Moses were written more 
than three thousan4 years ago, and are sup- 
posed to be the most ancient records now upon 
earth. They give ^ view of patriarchal times, 
awl carry up the |iistory of the tsrorld to its 
very creation; indeed^ the history opens with 
an account oi the wonder- working power of 
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God exerted upon " the void immense," bring* 
ing into existence the heavens and the earth, 
with all their rich and varied furniture. When 
the mighty work was- done, it was all pro- 
nounced very good. Eycry thing, w^ beau- 
tiful ; every thing was perfect, The whole 
presented one unbroken scene of beauty and 
enchantment. It was the morning of creation, 
and most lovely was the morning! But, alas, 
too soon there was a sad change; for man; 
originally made in the ; moral image of his 
Maker, sinned! This ^thered every thing 
beautiful upon earth; this ^ 

" Brbught death into the worlds and all ow woe.'* 

From the first moment of man's apostasy, the 
blighting influence of sin began to pass over 
the face of this fair creation, and its direful 
ejffects were seen and felt in various modes and 
forms; chiefly in the deep depravity of human 
nature, and in certain awful manifestations of 
the diviiie displeasure against sinning man. . 

With regard to human depravity, conse- 
quent upon the fall, it is remarkable, that the 
first man ever born ii^to the world proved a 
murderer, and the second was the person mur- 
dered. This was a sad beginning ; and it 
iseemed to portend most terrible and disastrous 
things in time to come. It is true, that at the 
birth of Enps, the grandson of Adam, there 
was a brightening of the prospect; " For," say$ 
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the historian, "then began men to call upon 
the name of the Lord ;" but, alas ! it was only as 
the beaming of light in a dark day. It soon 
passed away, and was succeeded, by a deeper 
gloom than ever. Yes, for not very long after 
that period, according to the Scriptures, inan 
became exceedingly corrupt. Jniquity began to 
abound in a most frightful manner. The earth 
was filled with violence. " And God saw," sajrs 
the historian, "that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of his heart, was only evil, 
continuaiUy — and the I/ord said, I will destray 
man, whom I have created, from the face of the 
earth; both man and beast. — ^But," continues 
the historian, " Noah found grace in the eyes 
of the Lord." Here is one faithful Abdiel amid 
legions of apostate spirits— one rightedus Noah 
standing alone in his righteousness, in the 
naidst of a world lying in wickedness. But, 
although solitary and aldlie, he was not over- 
looked. " Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord — and the Lord said unto Noah, The end 
of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is 
filled with violence. — Make thee' an ark— ^nd 
behold I, even I, do bring a flood of waters 
upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is 
the breath of life, from under heaven; and 
every thing that is in the earth shall die. But 
with thee will I establish my covenant ; and 
thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy 
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sons, aad thy wife, and thy son's wives ^^v^ith 
thee. And of every living thing of all flesh, 
^:wo of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, 
to keep them alive with thee; they shall be 
male and female," 

Never, my bi*ethren, was there a more awfal 
communication made from heaven to earth than 
this ; and never, it seems, was any divine com- 
mand more promptly obeyed. " For," says an 
, Apostle, " by faith, Noah being warned of God, 
of things not- seen as yet, moved with fear, pre- 
pared an ark to the, saving of his house.'' Many 
things might have tempted him to demur. The 
work was great. The ark which he was re- 
quired to construct, was to be three hundred 
cubitjs in length; fifty cubits in breadth, and 
thirty in height; or, according to our measure, 
about five hundred feet long, eighty broad, 
and fifty high — a most gigantic structure., I 
have calculated the tonnage, and find it equal 
to that of some twenty merchant ships of the 
largest class, at the present time. The great- 
ness of the work then might have caused him 
to hesitate in entering upon it. And another 
thing was this : Noah must have known very 
well, that in entering upon a work of this kind, 
so strange and unprecedented, he would -most 
certainly subject himself to derision and con- 
tempt — would become. the song of the drunk- 
ard, the butt of ridicule with many, and by all 
would be esteemed as a dreaming erithusiast, 
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a fool, and a madman — ^but none of these things 
moved him. He had heard the voice of God> 
ajad faith vras triumphant. He staggered at 
nothing. He verily believed that it would be, 
even -as God had said; and, therefore, according 
to all that the Lord had commanded him, so 
did he. And now, with zeal and determina^* 
tion, he enters upon this^ work — this strange 
work: — The foundation of the ark is laid ; the 
gigantic structure rises ; and, as the work goes 
on, he warns the world of the ungodly, of an 
approaching deluge, and calls upon them to 
repent and turn from their sins ; but his words 
s^em to them as idle tales which they believe 
not, and therefore his calls to repentance are 
disregarded." Their curiosity however is ex- 
cited, and gathering around the ark in crowds, 
they aflfect to wonder what the good man 
means. " He says there is going to be a flood ! 
,a flood to drown the whole world j Nonsense ! 
Who ever heard of such a thihg? Methuselah, 
th)at old man who died the other day, lived nine 
hundred and sixty and nine years — ^he never 
saw or heard of such a thing! — A flood to 
drown the world ! It is all nonsense ! Where 
can so much water come from? All perfect 
nonsense! Poor old man ! Surely he has been 
dreaming, and his head is turned!" Thus, me- 
thinks, the. unbelieving multitude derided the 
man of God, and made a mock of the whole 
aflGair I The hireling workmen, too, methiaks, 
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made themselves merry at Noah's expense — 
especially when, the shades of the evening 
being come, they left their work, and, with 
their boon companions, merry over their cups, 
they wotdd talk about the scenes of the day 
gone by. O what jesting and what merriment 
then ! Methinks they would tell how serious 
•and sad the old man looked; how, ever and 
anon> he would break out in the language of 
warning; and when he saw that they made 
light of it, how he would burst into tears, and 
weep aloud in the presence of them all ! " Well, 
to be siire, it looks a little droll; but it is all 
nonsense — a dream, perhaps — some strange, 
foolish dream ; but it happens very well for us, 
for the job i^ a good one, and the dreamer' is 
good pay !" My brethren, I do not think that 
I have over-coloured the picture. No doubt 
such remarks were made, and many such trials 
Noah w;as called upon to endure. But he 
swerved not, but urged on the work, day after 
day, and as the time appointed drew on, me- 
thinks his warnings were yet more frequent 
and more. loud. 

And- now, the ark is finiished: the antedilu- 
vians have filled up the measure of their ini- 
quity ; the patience of Grod is exhausted, and 
the day of vengeance is just at hand ! 

But, as yet, all is calm and serene. There 
is nothing alarming in heaven above, or in the 
earth beneath, or in the waters under the earth. 
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The shining sun, the aznre sky, and the gen- 
tle breeze, present nothing portentous. The 
events now coming, tremendous as they are, 
cast no shadows before them. ' Every thing is 
going on in the usual way; the beasts of the 
earth are roaming in the forest; the birds of 
the air are flying in the heavens, and the fish 
of the sea are sporting in the deep ; still is 
heard the lowing of the oxen; the bleating of 
the sheep, and the music of the groves. The 
hum of industry too is heard on every hand, 
and the voice of jesting, and the voice of mirth, 
and the shout of the merry-hearted. They are 
buying and they are selling, they are plant- 
ing and they are building, they are marrying 
and they are giving in marriage. I repeat it, 
there is nothing strange or alarming in heaven 
above, in the earth beneath, or in the waters un- 
der the earth, but every thing going on in the 
usual way. And now, in the very midst of 
this scene of universal and deep security, the 
voice of God is heard ! *' And the Lord said unto 
Noah, Coipe thoy, and ail thy house, into the 
ark." The command is given, faith is again 
triumphant, and Noah leads his family into 
the ark. Yes, in the view of a wondering 
crowd this one righteous man leaves his dwell- 
ing, and with all his family following, he in- 
ters into the ark; and now, methinks, niirth 
and merriment are at their height; jesting and 
ridicule are on every hand. " Well done ! the 
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old dreamer is gone into his ark, sure enough ! 
who ever thought he woxdd carry the matter 
so far ? Poor old man ! now we know that he 
has been dreaming, and his head is turned, for 
we see no sign of a flood yet ; and if he waits 
there until it comes, he will wait long enough, 
and if he never dies till this mighty deluge 
comes, he will live a little longer than Methu^ 
selah, we think!" But in the midst of their 
mirth and jesting, suddenly methinks, their 
faces turn pale. They tremble and exclaim, 
" Merciful God ! what is this ! The fowls of 
heaven are flying to the ark, and birds of every 
wing ! And see, too, the beasts of the earth are 
" coming from the forest in every direction ! 
And only look upon the ground, how it is 
covered with creeping insects, and reptiles of 
every kind, all moving toward the ark, as if 
led on by some invisible hand, or some strange 
instincts-ominous of some coming evil. O ! 
what can this be V\ And now the mockers are 
held in check, and some are almost ready to 
rush to the ark and beg Noah to let them in ; 
but it is too late now, for Noah and his family • 
having entered in, and beasts, and birds, and 
creeping^ things, two of every kind, as the 
Lord commanded — Noah ceases to warn; the 
door of the ark is closed, and the doom of an 
incorrigible world is sealed for ever ! And now 
there are strange unprecedented sights, and 
voices ins|)iring terror. God frowns, and all 
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natare trembles at the frown of its Maker. 
The elements begin to jar, the sun is darken- 
ed; the earth begins to reel and stagger like a 
drunken man; the waters are troubled, there 
is a rumbling in the deep — flying clouds are 
seen; they pass swiftly over the face of the 
sky — darker clouds are rising, east, west, north, 
«outh; and, who ever saw clouds so frowning 
and so dark! and what flashes of lightning, 
and what mighty thuiiderings are these ! And 
now the winds of heaven are let loose; they 
roar, and sweep tremendously over the earth; 
the rain descends in torrents, the storm rages 
more and more, the fountains of the great deep 
are broken up, and the windows of heaven are 
opened-^and floods from beneath, and floods 
from above, mingling their waters, enlarge the 
dominions of the deep? The ark is afloat, and 
the rolling billows dash upon its sides, and 
bear it along in safety and in triumph. . The 
storm increases, its violence is most terrific; 
there is one unbroken sheet of lightning, and 
mighty thunders upon mighty thunders rock 
the globe; amid jaring and roaring elements, 
heaven and earth seem mingling together, as 
if the last great day werfe come. The flood in- 
creases! old ocean's barriers exist no more! 
and where are the mockers and the jesters 
now? None are seen! for fear, now, is in every 
bosom; and in every face dismay. The cry 
of agftny is heard, it comes from every quar- 
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ter, and the wild shriek of despair mingles 
with the howlings of the storm. The terrified 
multitudes, in w41d alarm, rush from place to 
place seeking refuge and finding none. O! 
how children cling to their parents, and wives 
to their husbands, and friend to friend, all cry t 
ing for help, and crying in vain. Some hasten 
to. the tops of their houses,* but find no refuge 
there; some plunge into the flood, and swim- 
ming around the ark, beg Noah to take them 
in, but the door of the ark is not opened, and 
they struggle, and sink to rise no more. Some 
rush to the hills, but all in vain, for the high- 
est hills are covered, and they are swept away: 
some climb the trees of the forest, but O ! the' 
swelling waters rise higher than the tallest 
trees, and they too are swjept away. And now 
see the few that still survive-^they are climb- 
ing the sides of the mountains, the flood pur-' 
sues them ; they seek safety on the tops of the 
highest clifts; but O! the relentless flood! it 
rises higher and higher still, atid now the bil- 
lows pass over the mountain tops, and the last 
remnants of the human race shriek, sink down, 
and are buried in the waters of the' mighty 
deep ! All is still nowl — ^all, save the dashing of 
the billows, and the bellowing of the storm; 
and now nought is seen on any hand but one 
wide boundless ocean, with its mighty tillpws 
tumbling round the globe. Yes, one thing 
more is seen — ^the ark! Noah's ark! — ^yonder it 
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is seen, riding in triumph upon the bosom of 
the troubled deep, amid floating carcasses, and 
the wreck of a ruined world. 

There are some important remarks which I 
wish to make, bearing upon the subject before 
us. My first remark has reference to the deluge, 
as a matter of fact; and of this there can be no 
reasonable doubt, for the evidences thereof are 
found, not only in this volume, and in the tra- 
ditions of almost all the nations of antiquity, 
but they are found inscribed upon the very 
face of the earth, even up to the present time. 
Marine shells, in immense banks, are now seen 
in Georgia, and in many other regions, in places 
remote from the ocean ; and some years ago the 
skeleton of a whale was found embedded in the 
earth near the summit of one of the loftiest 
mountains in Asia. Denying the fact of the 
deluge, how can these things be accounted for? 
In boring the earth, in numerous places, logs 
have been found buried forty, fifty, and even 
sixty feet below the surface. If there have 
been no overflowings and mighty stirring up 
of the waters, how can we account for so much 
sediment, or alluvial soil? Moreover, in the 
prairies of the south-west, lone rocks are found 
where no quarry exists; these rocks are of the 
same nature as tl^ose found in the Green Moun- 
tains of Vermont, and, if torn from those moun- 
tains, and rolled so far, how violent and mighty 
must have been the current which detached 
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these rocks from the mountains, and bore them 
with such fury on ! But some have said the 
story of Noah's flood is all nonsense — a perfect 
fable. There could be no such thing. And 
why? There is not enough water in the atmo- 
sphere and connected with the surface of the 
globe, to submerge it in water. This has not 
been proved ; but suppose it were so, who can 
tell whether there may not be vast reservoirs of 
water in the centre of the earth, which by 
some chemical action, might have been thrown 
upon the surface? And this idea seems to be 
s^inctioned by the Psalmist, when, speaking of 
the creation of the earth, he says — " Thou hast 
founded it upon the seas, and established it 
upon the floods.'' Moreover, the idea falls in 
most remarkably with these words of Moses : — 
" The fountains of the great deep were broken 
up." But suppose it be ascertained that there 
are no such reservoirs of water in the heart of 
the earth — ^how easy would it have been for 
Him who originally " stretched the north over 
the empty place, and himg the earth upoi^ 
nothing" — ^I say, how easy would it have been 
for Him to change the polarity of the globe. 
This done, the natural consequence would be, 
the emptying of the waters of the ocean upon 
the land. This would account for all the facts 
which we have stated; and it is a remarkable 
circumstance, and strongly corroborating this 
position, that the great desert of Sahara appears 
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evidently to have been the ocean's bed. But 
we need say nothing more on this point, for 
mthin my own recollection, the enemies of the 
Bible have changed their notes, and those who 
were wont to say that Noah's deluge was a 
fable, now admit it to be a fact— certain geolo- 
gical discoveries made within twenty years 
past, having placed the matter beyond all rea- 
sonable doubt. 

Th» second remark touching the deluge, has 
reference to its cause. And here we are not 
left to conjecture, for the Scriptutes are per- 
fectly clear upon this point. And God saw 
that the wickedness of man was great on the 
earth; and therefore .the Lord said unto Noah, 
" The end of all flesh is come before me. Make 
thee an ark, and behold I, even I, do bring a 
a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all 
flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under 
heaven." Observe, my brethren, it was sin 
that occasioned the deluge. What a dreadful 
evil then must sin be! Some persons look 
upon sin as a light and venial affair. They 
have been indulging in it, for lo ! these many 
years, and have little concern about the matter. 
O ! could they see it as it appears in the sight of 
a holy God, methinks they would tremble and 
cry out with the Jerusalem convicted sinners, 
"Men and brethren, what shall we do?" It is 
supposed that there were as many persons in 
the time of the flood, as there are at the pre- 
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sent time, say eight hundred milUons ; and if 
so, what a fearful comment upon the evil of 
sin. Eight hundred millions of human beings 
swallowed up in one wide, yawning, terrific, 
watery grave! 0, methinks the flashing of 
the lightning, and the pealing of the thunder — 
the roaring; of the storm, and the dashing of 
the waters— all, all united to send the notes of 
warning far and wide — Stand in awe, and sin 
not. 0, sinner, remember you have sinned 
against the same God, that those, in the days 
of Noah, sinned against; and, be sure, your 
sin will find you out; for you and God must 
meet. And, whether you choose it or not, you 
must give account for all the deeds done in the 
body, whether they have been good or- bad; 
and how dreadful will it be for you, if you be 
not prepared for the reckoning! But this 
leads to a ' 

Third remark. — The deluge may be con- 
sidered a type of the judgment of the great 
day; and the scenes then presented, as typical 
of the scenes which will be spread before the 
eyes of all when God shall, in the winding up 
of all human events, come with his chariots 
like a whirlwind to render his anger with fury^ 
and his rebukes with flames of fire. . If the de- 
luge was a tremendous affigtir, the day of judg- 
ment will be mote tremendous still. When 
God destroyed the world by the waters of the 
deluge, he came to reckon with the sinners of 

14 
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only one generation; but when he shall come, 
in the day of final judgment, he will come to 
reckon with the sinners of every generation. 
Hence, in reference to it, it is said, "The great 
day of his wrath is come, and who shall be able 
to stand." 

" Day of judgment ! day of wonders ! 
Hark ! the trumpet's awful sound ! 
Louder than a thousand thunders, 
Shakes the vast creation round !" 

O ! what scenes of terror will then be presented ! 
When the deluge came, the foiyitains of the 
great deep were broken up, and the windows 
of heaven were opened; and the rains de- 
scended^ and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and one vast and mighty tornado was 
upon the face of the whole earth, striking with 
consternation all the millions doomed to perish! 
But, ! how muoh more terrible will be the 
scenes of the judgment ! " Great day of God 
Almighty and of the Lamb !" 

" Whence comes that darkness? Whence those yells of wo ? 
What thunderings are these which shake the world.? 
Why fall the lamps from heaven as blasted figs ? 
Why tremble righteous men ? Why angels pale ? 
God copnes ! God in his car of vengeance comes ! 
Hark ! louder on the blast come hollow shrieks 
Of dissolution ! In the fitful scowl 
Of night, near and more near angels of death 
Incessant flap their deadly wings, and roar 
Through all the fervid air \ The mountains rock ! 
The moon is §ick ! Stars cease your dancing now, 
Your graves are dug among the dismal tlouds, 
And angels are assembling round your bier." 
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"And I saw," says the apostle John, "a great 
w^hite throne, and him that sat upon it, from 
whose face the earth and the heavens fled 
away; and there was found no place for them. 
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand be- 
fore God: and the books were opened; and 
another book was opened, which is the book of 
life; and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, ac- 
cording to their works. And the sea gave up 
the dead which were in it; and death and hell 
delivered up the dead which were in them : 
and they were judged, every man according to 
their works," Nothing can be more terribly 
subUme than this description. Notice — " And. 
I saw a great white throne, and him that sat 
upon it, from whose face the earth and the 
heavens fled away; and there was found no 
place for them." Here is the appearing of the 
final Judge, and, as an ejffect, the vanishing 
away of the heavens and the earth! As the 
sun, rising in peerless brightness, throws its 
splendours upon the world slumbering in dark- 
ness, and with its effulgence chases away the 
shades of night, and the mists of the morning — - 
even so, at the coming of the final Judge, the 
heavens and the earth, substantial as they are, 
shall be only as the shades of the night, and 
the mists of the morning. Smitten by the 
living and insufferable effulgence of his glory, 
they shall vanish away as the shades of the 
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night and the mists of the morning ! And what, 
poor sinner, will then becon^e of thee? Ah, 
my brethren, believe me, the day of judgment 
will come. It is no fiction ; it is a great Bible 
truth. The day of judgment will come, and 
you and I must witness all its dread solemni- 
ties! — Aye, and then that sentence shall be 
pronounced upon us, which will place us in 
heaven or in hell ! which will number us with 
angels of light or spirits damned ! and, O ! re- 
member this sentence admits of no reversal. It 
will be registered in the archives of heaven, 
and registered for eternity ! - Wo ! wo ! wo ! to 
those not prepared for the judgment ! It would 
have been better for them had they never been 
born. But my 

Fourth remark is this: — Noah's ark may be 
considered as a type of Christ. One was of 
divine appointment, and so is the other. The 
one was the only refuge — ^the only means of 
safety, and so is the other. All who were not 
in the ark perished, and out of Christ assuredly 
there is no salvation. "There is salvation in 
none other," says Peter. " Other foundation," 
says Paul, " can no man lay than is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ." And what says John the Bap- 
tist? "He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life ; but he that believeth not the Son, 
i^hall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth 
upon him." 

According to the Scriptures, God is^ in 
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Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; but out 
of Christ, God is a consuming fire. O, my 
brethren, believe me, the judgment is coming! 
the day of wrath is drawing nigh, and verily 
*' None but Jesus can do helpless sinners good." 
Let it sink down in the ears of all, and never 
be forgotten, that when God arises to judgment, 
Christ, our blessed Saviour, is the sinner's only 
hope and only refuge; for then the arrows of 
vengeance shall fly on every hand, and strike 
every spot not protected by the shield of a Sa- 
viour's righteousness. 

When the deluge came, those not in the ark 
were, no doubt, filled with strange alarm, and 
in theit terror sought refuge, some in one 
place and some in another. Doubtless, some 
ascended the tops of their houses, but found no 
safety there! Some climbed the trees of the 
forest, some the lofty hills, and some the tower- 
ing mountains, and some, too, swam around 
the ark, but all in vain ! within the ark was 
peace, within was safety; but without was 
wrath and ruin, desolation and death. So sin- 
ners may seek safety — ^some in one thing and 
some in another: one relying upon his own 
righteousness, and another upon the interces- 
sion of the saints— one upon his prayers and 
tears, another upon his numerous and splen- 
did charities — ^but all in vain! Absolutely, 
Christ is the sinner's only refuge — ^the sin- 
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ner's only hope. In Christ the sinner is safe 
and happy; without Christ, lost to all eter- 
nity. 

And now, these things being so, permit me 
to make a spiritual and practical application of 
the subject: — *'And the Lord said unto Noah, 
Come thou and all thy house into the ark.'* 
If there be an unconverted father J)resent, to 
him I would now address myself with earnest- 
ness and affection. O, thou who art the head 
of your family — thou upon whose arm leans an 
affectionate wife, and around whom cluster be- 
loved sons and daughters — come into the ark ! 
You ought to have come a long time ago, for, 
no doubt, since you have had a family, you 
have received many calls and many warnings. 
Where is that beloved Joseph ? that dear little 
Benjamin ? that idol of your affections ? Alas ! 
torn from your fond embrace by the relentless 
hand of death, that loved one now sleeps in 
the grave ! And was not that providence which 
made this sad breach in your family a loud 
call ? And perhaps another was taken, and yet 
another ! But it may be you have had a call 
of another kind. Some of your household 
have been brought into the fold of Christ. 
What! shall the child be brought in and the 
parent left out? As the head of your family, 
it was your duty to "allure to brighter worlds 
and lead the way." And shall you linger whilst 
your own children are pressing in? 0, come 
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into the ark ! For your own sake, come in, for 
verily the responsibility of a parent is great, 
and most fearful must be the reckoning in the 
day of judgment for those heads of families 
who have neglected to train up their children 
in the way in which they should go. I knew 
an unconverted daughter once, who, dying in 
despair, reproached her parents upon her bed 
of death for neglecting her precious soul. " O 
my father and my mother," said she, "you 
brought me up to nothing." O, how terrible 
is the thought of sons and daughters in the 
world laying the blame of their damnation 
upon their ungodly patents! O, venerated fa- 
ther, listen to me. thou, who art the head of 
your family, and king of your household-^I 
repeat it — thou upon whose arm leans an affec- 
tionate wife, and around whom cluster sons 
and daughters, who respect and love you, come 
into the ark — come, even if not for your own 
sake, yet for the sake of those who are bone of 
your bone, and flesh ofvyour flesh. The influ- 
ence of parents upon their children, whether 
they desire it or not, is very great. If parents 
are prayerless and worldly-minded, children 
are likely to be prayerless and worldly-minded 
too; and if they neglect the Bible and the ordi- 
nances of God's house, their children are likely 
to do the same. 

I recollect the case of a young man whose 
fetther was an unconverted man, when I urged 
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him to attend to the great concern — " Sir," said 
he, " it is riot worth while to speat to me on 
that subject, my father is not a Christian, and 
I don't care about being a better man than my 
father." Ah! me— those children whose pa- 
rents are not pious are truly to be pitied, for 
their prospects for heaven aire dark indeed; 
Some years since, the assertion having been 
made, that the children of the pious were no 
better than others, an investigation was made; 
and the families within a certain district hav- 
ing been divided into three classes — those in 
which both parents were professedly pious, 
those in which only one parent was a profes- 
sor, and those in which neither parent made 
any pretensions to religion — ^it was ascertained 
that of the children over ten ye^s of age, in 
the first class, two-thirds were hopefully pious, 
in the second class, about one-third, and in the 
third class, not more than one-twelfth. In 
comparing the first and third classes, it was 
found that, of one hundred and twenty-five 
children of the first class, where both parepts 
professed religion, qighty-four were members 
of some church; whilst, of one hundred and 
ninety-nine children of the third class, in 
which neither parent professed religion, only 
fourteen were connected with any church. 
This speaks volumes, and makes a most pow^ 
erful appeal to parents on the score of their 
responsibility. O ! if the venerated father who 
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has all along neglected the great salvation, 
should now, at last, make a move toward the 
cross of Christ — should come out, and take 
his stand openly upon the Lord's side, what 
a powerful, what a thrilling effect it would 
have upon all the members of the family! 
The beloved parent setting out for heaven, the 
children are not willing to be left behind. O ! 
then, thou respected and most responsible head 
of the family, coma into the arki Yes, come, 
and come not alone; bring your wife along 
with you. What ! are you willing to be sepa- 
rated from your bosom companion ? and sepa- 
rated for ever? Surely you cannot bear the 
thought — then persuade her to come alone with 
you; and will you not bring your sons also 
with you? are they not all dear to your heart? 
and which will you consent to leave out? the 
eldest or the youngest ?-^shall it be Reuben, 
the beginning of your strength, or Benjamin, 
the son of your old age ? And your daughters, 
too, will you not prevail upon them also to 
come in ? they love you much ; cast your eye 
over their sweet faces, and say which one are 
you willing to see go down into the pit? Is it 
the one that is married, or the one that is at 
home? is it Margaret, or is it Louisa? is it 
Mary, or your dear little Susan? O! leave 
none out — ^bring them all into the ark. Noah 
led all his household into the ark. Why should 
you not do the same? Q! how happy to have 
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a family united on earth, and unbroken in hea- 
ven ! I recollect seeing once the picture of a 
resurrection* scene. The graves were open- 
ing-1-the dead arising; there was one lovely 
group — ^a family — ^a whole family ! father, mo- 
ther, sons and daughters, all radiant and hap- 
py, ascending to the skies together. Once 
more then, I say to thee, venerated parent, as 
the Lord said unto Noah, "Come thou, and 
all thy house, into the ark." Come, this day. 
O ! should you now make a move, how would 
it rouse those around you, and especially your 
own sons and daughters. Young man, young 
maiden, am I wrong ? Should that dear and 
venerated father of yours come out, and conr 
fess Christ before the world, would you be in- 
dijfFerent to your own soul's salvation ? Here 
then, beloved parent, is a powerful appeal to 
the best feelings of your nature; here is a 
strong motive, a double motive, nay, a motive 
multiplied according to the number of your 
children. O ! come then, *^' come thou, and all 
thy house, into the ark." 

But perhaps the parents are already in the 
ark, and the children are not, or at least some 
of them. O, ye children of pious parents — ^ye 
children of the covenant — ^you upon whom bap- 
tismal water has been poured — ^your parents 
are in the ark, why linger you without? Your 
parents are going to heaven — why should you 
not go along with theni? Are you willing to 
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be separated in the great day? How can you 
bear the thought of seeing them on the righj; 
hand of the Judge, vrhilst you are placed on 
the left? Of seeing them rising and shining 
with angels in glory, whilst you are sinking 
down deeper and deeper in the dark realms of 
wo! O, it seems to me that if the children of 
the pious go down to hejl, they will have no 
common damnation. Their peculiar advanta- 
ges, and then that terrible separation will add 
much to their pangs, and the fearfulness of 
their doom. Only think! suppose one of No- 
ah's sons, when invited by his father, had re- 
fused to go with him into the ark — what would 
have been his feelings when the deluge came? 
Whilst filled with alarm, and crying out in 
terror, amid the dashing of the billows and the 
roaring of the storm, would he not have looked 
toward the ark in special agony, and ex- 
claimed — "Yonder is the ark, safe upon the 
bosom of the troubled deep! My father is 
there, my mother is there, my brothers are 
there — ^all, all in safety there — ^and I am lost! 
I too was invited, yea, urged to enter in with 
them; why did I not? O my folly! my mad- 
ness! I have brought this evil upon myself! 
Why did I not enter in ? Why did I not enter 
in? It is too late now ! O, it is too late now !" 
My dear young friends — ^ye children of the 
covenant— ye who are so tenderly beloved, for 
whom so many prayers have been offered, and 
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over whom so many tears have been shed ! O 
be persuaded to come into the ark! In the 
great and dreadful day of judgment you will 
need a Saviour; O, embrace him now. Cast 
in your lot with your pious friends, and with 
them bp safe and happy, now and for ever- 
more. 

May the God of heaven touch your heart, 
and incline you to do that which you will wish 
you had done in that day which shall disclose 
"a God in grandeur and a world on fire." 



SERMON Till. 



WAR IN HEAVEN. 



Rev. xii. 7, 8. — And there was war in heaven s Michael and his angels 
foQght against the dragon ; and the dragon fought and his angels, 
and prevailed not; neither was their place fi>und any more- in 
heaven. 

The visions of John in the Isle of Ps^tmos, are, 
in general, mysterious and sublime, But, ^1^ 
though their mystical and T)rophetic import 
may not be fully understood, they may, never- 
theless, suggest many useful and awakening 
thoughts. The passage at preseftt under con- 
sideration is not entirely free from difficulty^; 
and commentators have diflferent views of the 
subject. Some suppose that by the dragon, we 
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are to tinderstand the Pagan Roman Empire ; 
by Michael, the Christian Roman Empire ; by 
Heaven, the throne of the Roman Emperors; 
and by the war in heaven is meant the different 
and opposite counsels of Pagan and Christian 
Roman Emperors. Without attempting to 
settle the mystical or prophetic import of the 
passage, I wish, at this time, to consider it as 
pointing to an event which literally took place 
in heaven ; an event most memorable indeed ; 
which has awakened the attention of the uni- 
verse, changed the face of creation, and has 
been productive of most direful consequences 
to angels and to men : I mean the fall of rebel 
angels in heaven. 

My brethren, God is the Creator and Sove- 
reign of the universe. Millions of worlds roll 
around his throne, and no doubt, all are in- 
habited by intelligent creatures. Of these in- 
telligent beings, only two orders are known 
to us— ^angels and men ; both, originally pure 
and upright, were, according to the Scriptures, 
placed in a state of probation, and made free 
to stand, yet liable to fall. The angels were 
first created. They were a superior order, and 
were to stand or fall, each for himself. Man, 
to stand or fall in his federal head. Some of 
the angels, called elect, kept their first estate, 
and were confirmed in a state of purity and 
happiness; others, according to the Scriptures, 
kept not their first estate. They sinned and fell. 
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WhS,t tlieir sin was, we know not, for the Bible 
has not revealed it. It is no matter. SuflSce 
it for us to know that they sinned. That mo^ 
ment the golden chain of love which bound 
them to the throne of God, was broken for 
ever! They assumed the character of sinners; 
of rebels against the divine majesty. What 
daring acts of opposition they attempted, we 
kiiow not; but there is reason to believe, that 
as they presumed to rebel against their Maker, 
so they also presumed, openly and positively, 
to resist his high authority, And, doubtless, 
God made use of some instruments in punish- 
ing them. This would be in perfect harmony 
with his general dealings in punishing sin ; for 
when he would root out the Canaanites for 
their impieties, he sent against them Joshua 
and the tribes of Israel; and when he would 
punish the Jews for their rejection of the Mes- 
siah, he raised up against them Titus land the 
Roman army. Angels too, we find, have been 
employed in services of a similar kind. It w,as 
an angel, you recollect, that in one gloomy 
disastrous night, slew all the first bom in the 
land of Egypt ! And was it not an ange^l also, 
who entered the camp of Sennacherib, and in 
one night laid low. in death onq hundred and 
eighty-five thousand men before the walls of 
Jerusalem ! Why then m^y we. not suppose, 
that when the apostate spirits were, driven^ from 
heaven, it was done by holy angels, led on by 
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Michael the archangel? So that, literally, 
"There was war in heaven: Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon ; and the 
dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed 
not; neither was their place found any moi;e 
in heaven." My brethren, think me not fan^ 
ciful. I have not selected this text as the 
groundwork of any vain speculations. I have 
no wish to amuse you with any conceits or 
imaginations of my own. The subject I trust 
you will find to be one of deep and solemn 
interest, and of great practical importance. I 
confess I like the subject, because it serves to 
present vividly, and in a new aspect, some 
great truths which are too little thought upon. 
We wish now, 

I. To consider the character of the war of 
rebel angels in Tieaven, and 

II. To compare and contrast it with the war 
of rebel men on earth. 

I. The character of the war of rebel -angels 
in heaven. It has several features, as we may 
gather from various parts of the sacred Scrip- 
tures. . 

First, It wgs wilful, I mean they brought 
it upon themselves. Certainly. they came from 
the hands of their Creator pure and happy, 
and if originally placed in a state of probation, 
as the Bible clearly gives us to understand, 
then of course, they must have been free 
agents. 
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" Not free, whpt propfcou Id they have given sincere 

Of true allegiance, constant faith and love, 

When what they needs must do, appeared 

Not what they would. What prtiise could they receive, 

What pleasure, God, from such obedience paid? 

When will and reason, of freedom both despoiled, 
, Made passive both, had served Necessity, , 

Not God. They therefore as to right belonged, 

So were created." 

We dare not say that, subsequently, God ex- 
erted any positive influence upon their will, 
inclining them to sin. This would be an~irn- 
peachlnent of the goodness of God, as though 
he took pleasure in the misery of his creatures. 
It would impugn his wisdom^ as though he 
Knew not at firstj, how properly to create Ihese 
angels ; riay^ more, it would arraign his jus- 
tice, for had he done it, he would have destroy- 
ed their free agency — ^he would have changed 
their original constitution ; and, in fact, would 
have been the author of their sin ! No, no ! 
they were made, strictly speaking, free agents, 
and so they continued until their fall. But 
mark ! if free agents, of course, whilst free to 
stand, yet liable to fall. They fell ! God was 
not the author of their fall. No, but as one 
well expresses it— they fell " self-tempted, self- 
depraved.'^ • 

it ,L^ — They themselves decreed 



Their own revolt: not God* If he foreknew, 
Foreknowledge (lad no influence on their fault, 
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Which had proved no less certain, unforeknown : 
So, without least impulse, or shadow of fate, 
Or aught by hrm, immutably foreseen. 
They trespassed." 

This view of the matter, falls in precisely 
with the language of the Bible ; for it tells us 
that the angels sinned, that they kept not their 
first estate, but left their habitations; all of 
which phrases evidently imply a voluntary, 
wilful act of thjeir own. But this wilful apos- 
tasy on the part of rebel angels was the pro- 
curing fcause of their expulsion, or the war in 
heaven; therefore, on the part of these once ex- 
alted, now fallen spirits, it was a wilful war. 

Secondly. It was an irreconcilable war — 
and that, both on the part of God, and with re- 
gard to rebel angels also. 1. It is irreconcilar 
ble on the part of God. Let us for a moment 
look at the state of the case. God is the alone 
Monarch of all worlds. The whole creation is 
his empire, and all intelligent creatures the 
rightful subjects of his moral government 
Now, it is a matter of the last importance, that 
the honours of the divine government be main- 
tained, and that no attribute of God, and no 
law which he has framed for the well-being of 
his creatures, should be trampled upon; and 
if trampled upon, not only does the justice and 
the honour of God, but the tranquillity and 
well-being of all worlds require th^t this act, 
so sinftd and dangerous, should not be permit- 
15 
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ted to pass with impunity. Now, when an 
gels sinned, they insulted the Divine Majesty ; 
violated the laws framed for the well-being of 
creation, and therefore endangered the happi- 
ness of all worlds. This act must not be per- 
mitted to pass unpunished. Ah ! my brethren, 
if we could only understand the full malignity 
of sinr-if we could only understand the great 
dishonour it brings upon God, and the direful 
consequences it would produce throughout all 
worlds if permitted to pass with impunity, 
we would immediately perceive that, without 
some effjpctual plan, devised to satisfy the law 
and justice of God, God could never be recon- 
ciled to sinning angels. According to the 
Scriptures no plan has ever been devised, nor 
ever will be: hence, the fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels is an everlasting fire. 
Moreover, 

2. This war is irreconcilable on the piirt of 
rebel angels also, for when they sinned, that 
moment their natures were changed. Their 
moral powers were broken^ and their very spi- 
rits poisoned. Love, once triumphant, was 
succeeded by hatred, deadly and eternal hatred. 
The passions of the soul, and the affections of 
the heart, which once so sweetly harmonized, 
were thrown into disorder and became as jar- 
ring elements, or as the troubled sea that can- 
not rest. According to the sacred Scriptures, 
fellen angels have no tender feelings — ^no re- 
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lenting thoughts. All is malignant rancour^ 
and therefore, 

" Never can true reconcilement grow 

Where wounds of deadly hate have pierced sp deep ; 
. Which would but lead them to a worse relapse, 
And heavier fall.'' 

To this hour Satan, or as he is here termed, 
the drc^on, and his angels, are as much op- 
pbsied to their Maker as they ever were. And 
what though we cannot see them " hurling de- 
fiance to the vault of heaven," nor hear them 
blaspheming the God of heaven, because of 
their pains, yet the proof thereof is seen in the 
faded beauties of this once fair creation, and 
heard in the groans of the sick and the dying. 
Satan, vanquished on the plains of heaven, has, 
so to speak, shifted the scene of warfare; Ra- 
ging with malice, he has come down to earth, 
here to continue his impious struggle against 
the Most High. Long has he been striving to 
blast the works of God, and, alas! how has he 
succeeded in robbing man of his primeval in- 
nocence, and in converting a blooming Eden 
into a vale of tears and field of blood ! Ever 
since the fell of man, as we leSm from the sar 
cred volume, this enemy of God and man has 
been going about, as a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour. Rapid as lightning, 
and insatiable as death, he stops at nothing. 
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Lowering clouds of wrath alarm him not; 
quenchless fires of vengeance impede him not. 
It is his purpose, if he can, to defeat the coun- 
sels of his Maker, and send the ploughshare of 
ruin over all the works of God. Having suc- 
ceeded in tempting our first parents, he pre- 
sumed to tempt the Messiah himself, God's 
Eternal Son ! Signally defeated by him, he 
still continues to stir up war against the rem- 
nant of his seed. This is no fiction. You re- 
collect the language of our Saviour — " Simon, 
Simdn, Satan hath desired to have thee, that 
he might sift thee as wheat:" and the apostle 
John, in reference to the period immediately 
preceding the millennium, says: — ^*And I 
heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is 
come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom 
of our God, and the power of his Christ: for 
the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which 
accused them before our God day and night." 
And again this voice is uttered in heaven: 
" Wo to the inhabiters of the earth, and of the 
sea ! for the devil is come down unto .you, having 
great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath 
but a short time." Rev. xii. 10. 12. Hence it 
s^pears that Satan and his angels continue 
their opposition to their Maker, and will con- 
tinue it until the winding .up of all human 
events; when, as. we are expressly told, he 
shall be cast into the bottomless pit, wherethe 
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beast and the false prophet are, and shall be 
tormented day and night, for ever. The war, 
then, is absolutely irreconcilable. 

3. It is an unreasonable war— on the part 
of rebel angels a most unreasonable war. It 
must be, for God, as an infinitely wise and 
good Being, could have given no just cause 
or occasion. The Bible tells us that God is 
love. This is indeed his memorial from all 
generations, even from all eternity; and even 
fallen angels cannot deny it — ^and why? God 
was such to them until they sinned. Yes, he 
brought them from the womb of non-existence. 
He crowned them with glory and honour; 
placed them neai: his throne, apd made them- 
as happy as their natures would admit of; and 
yet, they kept not their first habitation — ^they 
rebelled! 

" Ah, whereforfe ? He deserved no such return 
From them, whom he created what tfiey were, 
In that bright emineace ; and with his good 
Upbraided none ! Nor was his service hard ; 
What could be less, than pay him thanks ? 
How due!" 

Why, then, did they rebel? Was there any 
thing in \\iQ character of God which they could 
impeach ? Certainly not^ for it was absolutely 
perfect. Was there any thing ixx his govern- 
ment which they, could condemn? By no 
means; for it is founded on the principles of 
infinite wisdom and eternal rectitude. Well, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



332 REYIYAL SERMONS. 

was there any tiling in their own circtmtstances 
which could reasonably create discontent? O 
no, for they were in heaven, and their cup of 
bliss was overflowing. 'Why then did they 
rebel? Although we /know what tempted 
them, yet, in the very liiature of the case, it is 
evident that the war which they waged against 
their Maker was without cause, and therefore 
unreasonable. It was a war of ingratitude, of 
foUy, of madness?*— was a war against duty, 
Sigainst inters, against happiness itself: a 
war, in short, for which not only th^ justice 
of God must for ever condemn them, but the 
voice of reason, and the voice of the whole 
intelligent creation. Certainly, then, it was an. 
imreasonable war. 

Lastly: It was to rebel angels a most fatal 
and disastrous war. They gained nothing, but 
lost much. 1. They lost the favour of God, 
even that favour which is life, and that loving- 
kindness which is better than life^ This they 
once enjoyed in plenitude and perfection; but 
now it is lost for ever ! Never more shall they 
be permitted to come into the peaceful presence 
of their Maker! Never more share in the light 
of his countenance, or any tokens of his love! 
Nay more; having forfeited his favour, they 
must endure his withering frowns for ever! 
2. They lost their own moral loveliness. Once, 
in the imi^e of God, they were pure and lovely 
indeed ! Every celestial virtue, every heavenly 
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grace was upon them. They were fairer thaa 
the roses of paradise, lovelier than the stars of 
the mQrmng. But, alas! when they sinned, 
all was changed. No longer innocent, they 
became hateful; no longer the sons of God, 
they became deibons of the pit. 3. They lost, 
moreover, their seajts in heaven ! O those sweet, 
those happy fields; where joy for ever reigns ! 
To rebel angels they are lost for ever! Their 
seats are vacant now; their harps are thrown 
away, and " their place shall be found no more 
in heaven!" No more shall they mingle with 
the blessed ; nor sweep their melodious strings ; 
nor chant their heavenly swigs. No more shall 
they climb the heights of bliss; lior range the 
fields of glory ; lior dwell in the sweet vales of 
heaven! For their horrid guilt, they are. in 
everlasting exile from that happy woi^ld ! cast 
down to hell— and what kind of a place is that? 
a pit that ha3 no botto?a — ^a lake- burning with 
fire and brimstone — 

" A dungeon, horrible on all sides round, 
As one great furnace flames 1 yet from those flames, 
NoJight I but rather darkness visibte f 
Whkh serves only to discover sights of wo, 
Regies of sorrow, doleful shades, where peiace 
And rest can never dwell, hope never comes!" 

My brethren, believe me, or rather believe the 
sacred volume, it is a fearful thing to fall into 
the handsiof the living God. The rebel angels, 
in sinning a^nst Grod, gained nothing but lo$t 
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much ! And so nwist it be. with all who dare 
rebel against their Maker, and who with the 
Great Eternal provoke unequal war. But this 
leads us 

IL To compare and contrast the war of rebel 
ftngels in heaven, with the war of rebel men on 
earth ; and, for this purpose chiefly, have I se- 
lected the passage of Scripture now before us. 
The dragon and his angels gained no victories 
in heaven; but, shall I say it? they have sue- 
' ceeded in gaining allies oh earth ! Yes, the hu- 
man race, seduced from their allegiance by the 
great tempter, have made common cause with 
fallen angels, and are now in arms against the 
everlasting God ! Yes, awful and melancholy 
as the thought iS, it is even so ! Satan has suc- 
ceeded in pouring much of his venom into the 
human heart! and multitudes of the human 
family are now ranged with him under the 
banner of revolt! Not all! No! blessed be 
God, some, sweetly subdued by heavenly grace, 
have laid down the weapons of their rebel- 
lion. Through the interposition of the great 
Redeemer, and the powerful energiiBS of the 
divine spirit, they have made their peace with 
God ; and now, ranged under his banner, they 
are the willing subjects of his moral govern- 
ment. But the multitude, the great mass of 
the human family, sorry am I to say, this mo- 
ment, leagued with the dragon and his angels, 
are. fighting against the God who made them. 
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Do you demand proof? Look aroutid you, and 
see how many are enemies to God by wicked 
works-^how many profane his sabbaths ! how 
many blaspheme his holy name I how many 
slight his word! how many reject the Son of 
his love! how many indulge in riot and de- 
bauchery! how many in theft and murder! 
Ah ! my brethren, the fact is but too evident— 
the world lies in wickedness. It is now, and 
ever gince the fall has been, a rebellious 
province of Jehovah's dominions. I have 
nourished and brought up children, says God^ 
and they have rebelled against me. And does 
not the apostle Paul affirm that the carnal 
mind is enmity against God? and does iie not 
address the unrenewed as those arrayed against 
their Maker. Notice his language: "Now 
then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us, we pray you in 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." The 
case is clear — all unregenerate. sinners — (and 
do they not constitute the mass of the human 
family?) — ^are in a state of open opposition and 
downright rebellion against their Maker ! O it 
is an impious contest, a most unholy war ! But 
we promised to compare and contrast the war 
of rebel men on earth, with that of rebel angels 
in heaven. In many things the resemblance 
is most exact and striking; in only one thing 
is there a difference. 
First. Was the war of rebel angels a wilful 
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war? So also is the war of rebel men. It is 
true the original dispensations to angels and to 
men were not the same. The former stood ot 
fell, each for himself: the latter in their fede- 
nd head, Adam, the head and representative 
of his race, broke covenant with God — ^wilful- 
ly sinned, and thus, so to speak, in his own 
name and that of all his posterity, declared 
war s^ainsthis Maker; as a sovereign acting 
in behalf of the people whom he represents. 
" By one man's disobedience," says the Apos- 
tle, "were many made sinners" — ^that is, the 
act of Adam, in breaking covenant with God, 
was reckoned as the act of his posterity; in 
proof of this position, we find the consequences 
of the fell extending to the whole human fami- 
ly. But there is another view of the matter. 
All mankind, it is true, by virtue of their con- 
nexion with Adam, as their federal head, are, 
ecfually with him, involved in theTuins of the 
£^; but infinite wisdom and love have plan- 
ned and executed a scheme, by which the 
ruins of the fall may be restored, and man may 
agdn be brought into favour witii his Maker; 
Our blessed Saviour having, by his death and 
sufferings, made the great atonement, the gos- 
pel of peace and reconciliation is preached, 
and all who will, are invited to come through 
the Mediator, and obtain peace with their 
offended Maker, and even everlasting life, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ Now, those 
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who refuse and reject the overtures of mercy, 
do evidently continue in wilful rebellion, and 
in this way do, deliberately, to all intents and 
purposes^ sanction the act of their federal head^ 
BXkd make it their own! and, that they are 
wilful in this matter, is evident from many 
passages of Soripture, especially from the lan- 
guage of our Saviour, " Ye will not come unto 
me that ye might have life/' Ah! my bre-t 
thren, it is even do. God calls, but sinners 
wiQ not hear. He stretches out his hand, but 
sinners will not regard. He offers them mercy, 
on gospel terms, and repeatedly offers it, but 
they wilfully reject it; and, by their conduct, 
daringly say, with Pharaoh, "Who is the 
Lord that we shoul^ obey him ? we know not 
the Lord, neither will we obey his voice." 
And what is this but wilful rebellion? Besides, 
oftentimes the Spirit of Grod moves upon the 
heart of the sinner, but the sinner braces him- 
self up against these divine influences; and 
tiie charge brought by Stephen against certain 
Jews in his day, may with but too much pro- 
priety be brought against many of the uncon- 
verted at the prefeent time — "Ye uncircum- 
eised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the 
Holy Ghost, as your fathers did, so do ye." In 
other words, in resisting the strivings of the 
Divine Spirit, and wilfully stifling their con* 
victions, tiiey fight against God, and there is a 
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wilfulness in this matter which adds greatly to 
their sin. 

Secondly. Was the war of rebel angels an 
irreconcilable war? Thank Gbd, here we can 
drop the comparison, and take np the contrast. 
Yes, on this theatre of war, in the 'midst of 
heaven-daring rebels, our blessed Redeemer 
has, by the shedding of his most precious 
blood, made the great atonement. Elevated 
upon the cross, this glorious God-man Media- 
tor has, so to speak, laid one hand upon divi- 
nity and the other upon humanity, and in this 
wBy, has accomplished a blessed work of love 
and reconciliation — ^has thus opened up a way, 
whereby God can be just, and yet justify the 
penitent and belie^ving siiyier — the sinner who 
accepts of Christ as his surety and only hope, 
as it is written, " Being justified by faith, we 
have peace with Gtxi through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." And again, " There is therefore now, 
no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk, not after the -flesh, but after 
the Spirit." Ah! my brethren, had the bless- 
ed Jesus not interposed, the hope of heavenly 
grace had' never cheered the heart of man! 
This is the Good Shepherd, who, when he 
saw a hundred worlds rolling around his Fa- 
ther's throne, and this was lost, left the ninety- 
and-nine in the wilderness of ©pace, and came 
to seek and to save this lost world! 
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" O love divine ! Harp, lift thy voice on high ! 
Shout angels ! Shout aloud ye sons of men, 
And burn, my heart, with the eternal flame." 

Millions of the human family have already- 
been reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son/- and have been made for ever happy by 
redeeming love; and millions more, drawn 
from the standard of revolt, and ranged under 
the banner of the great Redeemer, shall yet 
enter the dwellings of the blest, and take rank 
amongst the angels of God, in glory everlast- 
ing. O how thankful should we be, that whilst 
the war of rebel angJBls is irreconcilable, th^ 
war of rebel* men may be brought to a speedy 
and happy termination. This is a blessed 
truth, and I love to present it; but let it not 
be forgotten, that the period of possible recon- 
ciliation i-s a limited period. In this world sin- 
ners may make their peace with God — ^but in 
this world only. 'When death's leaden sceptre 
is laid upon the cold bosom, the state of the 
sinner is fixed for ever! Ever after there is 
no redemption, there is no hope ! 

" There are no acts of pardon passed, 
In the cold grave to which we haste ; 
But darkness, death, and long despair, 
Reign in eternal silence there I" . 

O how importa^jit is it, then, that every one 
of us diligently improve pur day of grace on 
earth; and, with all our heart, seek salvation 
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while " pardon may be sought, and mercy may 
be found." But, 

Thirdly. Was the war of rebel angels an un- 
reasonable war?. And what shall we say of 
the war of rebel men? O, my brethren, how 
shall we vindicate foolish, infatuated man? 
Angels sinned against creating goodness^-^msua 
against redeeming love. Angels w^red under 
black despair — man imder l\ope of heavenly 
grace. The 3word of justice pursued revolting 
angels — the wings of mercy were outstretched 
to. shelter revolting man. And yet man rebels ! 
Infatuated man! what woulfi he have?«-^Rich- 
es^ In rejecting the grace of God he rejects the 
true riches. Honour? There is no honour like 
that which <?ometh down from God only. 
Safety? Everlasting arms -are round about 
them who put their trust in Israel's God. Hap- 
piness? And where can. happiiiess be found 
but in Him who is the only true source and 
fountain of all enjoyment ? And yet the sinner 
rebels! O how unreasonable! In rebelling 
against God, the sinner loses much, every thing 
that should be dear and precious to the soul. 
And what does he gain? Nothing! literally 
nothing ! except it be an upbraiding conscience, 
an aching heart, and a burning hell! O, how 
does the sinner sin against his own judgment, 
)nB own interest, and his own happiness! and 
moreover, against all- motives and considera- 
tions which should aflfect him. He knows that 
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the way of transgressors is hard, and yet he 
sins on ! He knows that his sins will find him 
out, and yet he sins on! He knows that the 
arm of God is powerful, and cannot be resisted, 
and yet he sins on! He knows that there 
is forgiveness for the penitent and yet he sins 
on. And that certain damnation a\faits the 
impenitent, and yet he sins on ! Infatuated 
man! In the view of all the glories of the 
heavenly world— tin view of all the horrors 
of the world of wo, and, moreover, in view 
of all the love of God, and all the agonies 
of a dying Saviour — ^in short, in view of every 
thing cs^lculated to subdue and melt the heart, 
he sins on! Be astonished, O heavens! and O 
earth! earth! earth! hear the complaint of the 
Eternal God— "I have nourished and brought 
up children, and they have rebelled against 
me." But, 

Fourthly.' Was the war of rebel angels fatal 
and disastrous? So also, most assuredly, will 
be the continued war of rebel men. Millions 
have already fallen in the impious contest, and 
shall rise no mor^. My friends, God is a God 
of power. . His. throne is in the heavens, and 
his kingdom ruleth over all. There are -none 
that can measure swords with him, nor snatch 
the sceptre from his hand, nor resist the power 
of his arm! He need only speak, and worlds 
on wOTlds would roll from his creative hand! 
He need only will it, and all would again sink 
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in fiery ruins! It is true, according to the 
Psalmist — "The kings of the earth set them- 
selves, and the rulers take counsel together 
against the Lord, and against his anointed, say- 
ing, Let us break their hiands asunder, and 
caet- away their cords from us." Shall they 
succeed ?. Shall, they prevail? What says the 
Psalmist again? — "He that sitteth in the hea- 
vens shall laugh. The Lord shall have them 
in derision. He shall break them with a rod 
of iron! he shall dash them in pieces, like a 
potter's vessel." O, when God shall arise to 
judge the earth, what a day will that be ! 
Great day of God Almighty and the Lamb! 
O, how will sinners then quail! how will every 
rebel's face gather blackness! For God will 
come to reckon with sinners t^ien, and terrible 
will be the manner of his copaing. Lightnings 
shall flash from his piercing eyes — ^thunders 
shall roll around his awful throne! Yea, he 
shall comie with his chariots, like a whirlwind, 
to render his anger with fury, and his rebukes 
with flames of fire ; and most fearful, indeed, 
will be the condition of those who shall then, 
as sinners, fall into the hands of the living 
God. ^ They will call upon tiie rocks and the 
mountains to fall upon them! They wijjl 
shriek in agony! They will wish they had 
never been born, or had slumbered for ever in 
the silent grave. O, my fellow sinner, think 
upon this matter now, before it be for ever 
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loo late. You are now contending against 
your Maker; you have taken sides >vith the 
dragon and his angels ; you are this moment 
ranged under the black banner of Apollyon! 
and, if the war of rebel angeb was, -to rebel 
angels, fatal and disastrous, so also must be the 
impious struggle in which you are engaged, if 
continued in — "For," says the Scripture, 
** who ever hardened himself against him and 
prospered ?" Yea, when God enters into judg- 
ment, he will overcome; yea, verily, the tri- 
umphs of Jehovah must ever be glorious to 
himself, but terrible to the workers of iniquity. 
My brethren, our text this morning is an in- 
teresting one; and, viewed in the application 
which we have made of it, it is to us of deep 
personal interest and importance. " There was 
war in heaven : Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon ; and the dragon fought, and 
his angels, and prevailed not; neither was theii* 
place found any more in heaven." Remember, 
the scene is changed, but the war is not ended 
yet. Yes, here ! here on this globe of ours, the 
warfare is going on still ! for; according to the 
Scriptures, Satan, fallen from heaven, has come 
down to earth ! *Here he has planted his stand- 
ard, and, alas! man has madly taken sides with 
this fallen spirit. This is the great battle field 
of the universe. Many eyes are looking on, 
and here must the battle be fought, and here 
brought to a final close. Js the result doubt- 

16 
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ful? No ! assuredly — ^for, can an. atom contend 
against a mountain ? or can the chaff resist the 
sweeping- whirlwind? — no more can the sinner 
contend against his Maker. War in any form, 
and against any power, is a terrible thing; and 
according to the might of the enemy is the ter- 
ror of the conflict. Valour reigned in the bosom 
of Leonidas-and his Spartan band; yet, me- 
thinks, brave and heroic as they wercj they 
must have quailed before the mighty power of 
a Xerxes. Valour reigned in the bosom of our 
Washington and his associate heroes, and yet, 
np doubt, even they felt awfiil in the prospect 
of meeting the power of England upon the 
tented field. Put what is the power of a 
Xerxes, or the power of England, in compari- 
son, with the power of the great God, who can 
" dash whole worlds to death, and make them 
when he please?" Those who array them- 
selves against an earthly power, however for- 
midable that power may appear, may neverthe- 
less succeed; 'but there is no succeeding against 
Omnipotence. God must be victorious, and all 
his enemies must, and will be i?ubdued! But 
even suppose the patriot soldier knows that he 
must fall before his enemy, and perish on the 
field of battle ; yet, if his cause is a good one, 
this animates him, and he can say, " Dulce et 
decorum est, pro patria mori." / It is. sweet and 
glorious to die for one's country! — How sleep 
ihe brave ! How delightful to have our memory 
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embalmed in th6 hearts of our grateful country- 
men ! — but there is no such consolation for the 
sinner, who, ranged under the black banner of 
Apollyon, is eftgaged in a cause Which his own 
reason now condemns; and perishing, he will 
have nothing to ^console him in a dying hour, 
nor through all the ages of a gloomy and un- 
blest eternity. O, sinner! sinner! you are 
fighting against your own interest, your own 
happiness! You have taken sides with the 
dragon and his angels — ^you are fighting with 
fiends^-^gainst your own soul, and against the 
God who made you! O be entreated. This 
day lay down the weapons of your rebellion — 
this day change sides^— make your peace with 
your Maker, and when your life on earth is 
endecj, you shall have a place in heavieh, and 
there be happy for ever. 



, . s:brmon IX. 

ON SEEKING THE JLQRD. 

Seek ye the Lord while he piay be found, c^l ye upon him while 
he is near. — IcfAiAti Iv. 6. 

My brethren, if a man wants wealth, he seeks 
it; if he desires fame, he seeks it; if he has 
set his heart upon the attainment of any tem- 
poral object, which he deems important, he 
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makes a diligent use of the proper mean^ for 
the attainment of that ohject This principle 
is correct; and upon it is based the words of 
our text: — " Seek ye the Lord while he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he is near." 
David said, ^* When thou saidst, Seek ye my 
face, my he^ said unto thee, thy face. Lord, 
will I seek." Hezekiah was commended be- 
cft'Use he. sought the Lord with all his heart; 
wid Josiah, because he sought the Lord whilst 
he^was young. The direction in our text is a 
landing one :—^" Seek ye the Lord while he 
may be found, call ye upon him while h^ is 
near." Some persons are ready to say, " You 
mitiisters of the gospel are frequently urging 
us to attend to the great concern, and warning 
lis of the danger of dying in our »ns, but why 
do you not pour a little light upon the subject? 
Why do you not tell us plainly what we are 
to do ?" Well, now, if I tell you what is to be 
done, will you attend to it? If Imark out the 
way to heaven, will you walk in it? Then 
listen! If you would be saved, you must seek 
the Lord^ and if you would do this successful- 
ly, there are three things which must be done : 
You must take Jesus Christ for your way ; 
the Divine Spirit for your helper; and the 
sacred volume for your guide. To be sure, I 
might say to the serious inquirer, as Paul did 
to the Philipian jailor, '* Believe in the Lord 
Jeisus Christ, and thou shalt be saved :" or, as 
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Peter did to certain Jerusalem sinners, wh6ii 
awakened, " Repent ye, therefore, and be con* 
verted, that your sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come from 
the presence of the Lord." But you wish me 
to be more extended in my ^ remarks, then 
let me call your attention to the three things 
stated. 

11. You are to take Jesus Christ as your 
'way; and for this we have his own authority, 
as he expressly says, *^ I am the way, the 
truth, and the life," (or, as it may be rendered, 
"the true and living way,")) "and no man 
Cometh unto the Father but by me." In the 
economy of redemption Jesus Christ is "all 
and in all." He is our only Advocate and Me* 
diator. In him God is. reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing to them their ini- 
quities; but,- out of Christ, God is a consum- 
ing fire. Those who are accepted, are accept- 
ed in the Beloved, and those who are not 
accepted in the Beloved, are not accepted at 
all, as it is written, " Other foundation can no 
man lay than is laid, which is Jesus Christ." 
This is all very plain^ and this in substance, is 
taught by every true minister of Christ, on 
every Sabbath day, and yet many persons, 
when awakened, and when stirred up to seek 
the salvation of their souls, make an error ^t 
the very outset. They go to God the Father 
without having any reference to Christ, as the 
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appointed Mediator. Now, this will not an^ 
swer, . for the Saviour says expressly, in lan- 
guage already recited, *'I am the way, the 
truth, and the life, and no man cometh unto 
the Fa&er, but by me." There was com in 
Egypt when the famine prevailed, €ind when 
those who needed corn came to Pharaoh,' he 
said unto them. Go to Joseph, I have made 
him liOrd over all Egypt, therefore go to 
Joseph. Should they neglect this direction, 
and come to Pharaoh the second time, -me- 
thinks he would say. Did I not tell you to go 
to Joseph? he is appointed over this matter. 
Go to. Joseph ! Should they come to Pharaoh 
the third time^ without regarding his directioij, 
methinks he would say. Leave my kingdom 
instantly !—^no man who will not submit to 
the law of the, realm $hall receive supplies. 
Leave my kingdom without delay ! Even so 
in this matter. Christ is Lord of all, and 
without him there is no salvation, and there 
is no hope. But tigain; some persons setting 
out to seek the salvation of their souls make 
another blunder. Instead of coming to Christ 
in the exercise' of love, and an appropriating 
faith, th^y go to their duties. They think that 
they are not good enough to come to Christ 
yet, and therefore they purpose to make thent- 
selves a little better first;. just like those of 
whom Paul speaks, who, "being ignorant of 
G|od's. righteousness, and going about to estab- 
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lish their own righteousness, have not siibmit- 
ted themselves unto, the righteousness of God." 
Rom. X. 3. And why this? , Because this great 
doctrine is forgotten, or not properly under- 
stood, that "Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth;'' 
and, as the Apostle teaches in another place, 
that " a man is justified by faith without the 
deeds of the law." Rom. iii. 28. My brethren, 
I repeat it, in the economy of redemption 
Christ is all in all. This must be clearly un- 
derstood and' acted upon, by all who would 
seek the Lord and find him in the salvation of 
their souls. The language of the poet is both 
beautiful and correct: 

" Jesus, lover of my soul, 

Let me to thy bosom fly, 
. While the raging billows roll, 
While the tempest still is high. 
Hide me, O my Saviour hide, 

'Till the storm of life is past, 
Safo into the haven guide, ' 

O receive my soul At last. ' 

Other "refuge have I nomfe ! 

Hangs my helpless soul on thee ; 
Leave, ah ! leave me not alone. 

Still support and comfort me.. 
All my trust on thee is staid. 

All my help from thee I bring. 
Cover my defenceless head • • 

With the shadow of thy wing." 

2. You must take the Divine Spirit as your 
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helper. — Even if the sinner were pardoned by 
virtue of the redemption which is iji Christ 
Jesus, there is still an inward work of grace 
and sanctification to be accomplished, to fit 
him for heaven. And, as the angel of the Lord 
said unto Elijah, ^' arise and eat, because the 
journey is too great for thee," so may we say 
to the awakened sinner, who asks what he must 
do to be saved— rArise and seek divine aid for 
the work is too great for thee. — For example, 
the sinner's heart is to be changed. As it is 
written, ^*0 Jerusalem, wash thy heart from 
wickednejSMS that thou mayst be saved!" Jer. 
iv. 14. And again : " Make you a new heart, 
and a new spirit : for why will ye die, O house 
of Israel?" Ezek. xviii. 31. Now the sinner, of 
himself, can no more accomplish this great 
work than he can roll a mountain, or heave an 
ocean! What then? Shall he say, I cannot 
accomplish the work. It is the work of the 
Spirit. His influence^ are absolutely neces- 
sary — I will leave it to the Spirit — ^and I will 
do nothing. Shall he say this? Certainly not. 
The showers of heaven we all know are ^h- 
solutely necessary to the. production of a crop, 
planters! if .God should seal up the clouds of 
heaven, and send no rain upon the earth, for 
tl^ree years and six months, a^ in the time of 
the prophet, — ^you might fisnce in your field, 
and plough up your ground, and scatter your 
seed; but it would be all in vain. What then? 
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Does the planter say, The showers of heaven 
are absolutely necessary to the production of a 
crop — I will do nothing — I will sit still and 
leave it to the sl;iowers of heaven to fence in 
my field, and plough np my ground, and 
scatter the seed. Does he say this? We know 
that he does not. Well, the winds of heaven, 
also, d!te necessary to waft the merchant-ship 
over the ocean. • The ship master knows it full 
well; and does he say, I will not weigh the 
anchor — I will not spread the canvass — I will 
not consult the chart — ^the winds of heaven are 
absolutely necessary to waft my ship over tha 
ocean, I will leave it all to the winds of heaven ? 
O no, we ' never he9.r any thing of this kind. 
In temporal matters, sinners usually act wisely 
and discreetly; but in spiritual matters, all 
seems, to be perverse and wrong ! There need 
be no difl&culty. As in temporal, so in spiritual 
matters. There must be the meeting of the' 
divine and human agency. See the children 
of Israel at Pihahiroth, they are hemmed in on 
all sides; mountains dn this side, mountains on 
. that side; behind them, Pharaoh with his 
army pressing on; and before them, the Red 
Sea! — Now, are they not completely hemmed 
in? They are unarmed, and it, is clear de- 
liverance can come only from above* But they 
were delivered. How ? By the meeting of the 
human and divine agency : — God directs Moses 
to stretch his rod over the Red Sea. Moses, if 
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perverse, might have said, Lord God, what is 
the use of stretching the rod over the Red Sea? 
He was. not perverse. The command was 
given : Stretch the rod over thd Red Sea. He 
obeyed — he ' stretched the rod. Here was the 
putting forth of the human agency! Imme- 
diately the divine agency came down with 
mighty power upon the waters of the Red Sea, 
and lo ! they parted asunder ! tod the children 
of Israel passed through on dry ground ! Now, 
here was the meeting of both the divine and 
human agency, and yet all who looked on, 
knew tery well, that the only efl&cient agent 
was God; hence, the tribes, with one accord, 
on the other side of thp banks of the Red Sea, 
sang God's praises, not the praises of Moses. 
Take another case. The children of Israel, in 
the wilderness, on a certain occasion, were 
ready to perish with thirst, 

" They longed for a cooling stream, 
And they must drink or die." 

And now, who can furnish water for such a 
multitude, in this parched, waste, and howling 
wilderness ? Assuredly, none but G6d only. It 
was fumished-^Hbw? and in what manner? By^ 
the meeting of the human and divine agency, as 
we said before. God directs Moses to reach forth 
his rod and smite the rock. He did so, and lo ! 
the water gushed in* great abundance from the 
smitten rock. The children of Israel crowded 
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around; drank of the cool-flowing stream, 
slaked their thirst, and praised, not Moses, but 
the God of Israel; for a-U saw plainly, that, 
although Moses smote the rock, it was God, 
and God only, who caused the water to gush 
forth. I repeat it, my brethren, there need be 
no difficulty in understanding this matter. The 
work to be accomplished is great, utterly be- 
yond the sinner's power; but he may obtain 
help from on high. As it is written, '^Let 
him take hold of my strength, that he may 
make peace with me, and he shall make 
peace with me." Isaiah xxvii. 6. And again : 
" Pear not, I am with thee, I will help thee, 
I will strengthen thee, yea I will uphold thee 
by the right hand of my righteousness." I 
am aware that this last passage has special 
reference to the people of God who are in 
trouble, but certainly it may be quoted for the 
encouragement of all, who, seijsible that thiBy 
need help from above, s^re disposed to call 
upon God in sincerity and in truth; for the 
command given to all, is this : " Seek the Lord, 
and his steength; seek his face evermore?" 
Psalm cv. 4. Some persons speaking on the 
subject of man's ability and inability, have 
indulged in metaphysical speculations, and 
have brought a vast amount of learned lore 
to bear upon the subject, and after all have 
only darkened counsel by words without know- 
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ledge; and I have frequently thought that their 
accpunt of the matter is no better than Doctor 
Johnson's definition of the term net-woit: 
"Any thing reticulated or decussated with in- 
terstices at equal distances between Ihe inter- 
sections." This is a very learned definition of 
a very simple thing; but, although learned and 
rather hard to be understood, it is after all, I 
believe, not correct; for, to constitute "net- 
work," it is not necessary that the reticulations 
should be at.equal distances between the inter- 
sections. But to return to the doctrine of m^n'« 
ability and inability, permit me to say, there is 
one passage of Scripture which is worth whole 
volumes of merely human composition. It is 
this: "Work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling : for it is God which worketh in 
you both to will and to do of hi§ good plea* 
sure." Philip, ii. 12. The idea is this: that we 
are td attend to our soul's salvation as if we 
could by our own unaided eflFort, accomplish 
the object in view, and at the same time rely 
liipon divine aid, as if we literally could do 
nothing at all. God is ever ready to help those 
who are disposed to bestir themselves, and look 
to him for help. L^t the cry of the sinner then 
be the cry of the Cyrophenician woman, " Lord, 
help me;" or the cry of Peter sinking. in the 
water, " Lord, save or I perish." All this falls 
in precisely with the language of our text : 
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" Seek ye the Lord, while he may be found; 
call ye upon him while he is near." Once 
more: 

3, Yon must, take the sacred volume for 
your guide, ^t will not do to follow our own 
fancies, nor square our conduct by the' rules 
which tpen may prescribe. No, we must, with 
the simplicity of little children, find out the 
directions which are laid down in the Scrip- 
tures of truth, and follow them. Now in the 
sacred volumes certain things are laid down as 
important, indeed as indispensable, and these 
must not be neglected. If you would seek the 
Lord and find him in the salvation of your 
souls, 

1. You must seek him. in the forsaking of 
all your sins. — ^This is a direction which im- 
mediately follows the words of our text — " Let 
the^ wicked forsake his way, and the unrighte- 
ous man his thoughts: let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and 
to our God, whp will abundantly pardon." Yes, 
if the sinner would be saved, he must part 
with every «in. Though dear as a right hand, 
he must cut it off; though dear as a right eye, 
he must pluck it out. Some persons^ when 
awakened, are willing to part with some sins, 
but not others. There is some daiiing idol} 
some beloved lust, or what the Apostle calls 
"besetting, sin," which they are not willii^ to 
give up ; but they must give it up, for Christ 
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came not to be the minister of sin, but to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. - **His 
name shall be called Jesus," said the angel, 
"for he shall save his people from their sins." 
Mark ! shall save his people, not in their sins, 
but from their sins ; and this may remind us 
of the words of the Psalmist, uttered so many 
ages since — "If I regard iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord will not hear me." Observe ! not 
merely, if he indulges sin in his life, but sin 
in his heart. I repeat it, then, there can be no 
compromise in this matter. Sin must be relin- 
quished, every sin; yea, erery sin, whether 
open or secret; whether fashionable er un- 
fashionable; whether gainful or the reverse; 
whether it be in the life or only in the heart 
Some may think this a hard requirement, but 
it is right, and it must stand. Some persons, 
as we have said, are willing to part with many 
sins, but not with all, and this holds them in 
check* They think that they are in peculiar 
circumstances, and desire * some little indul- 
gence in certain matters. Concerning this and 
that favourite sin they are ready to say with 
Lot, in'referience to Zoar, "O, is it not a little 
one?" or with Naaraan, in relation to a certain 
matter, ' " The Lord pardon thy servant in this 
thing." O these favourite, these besetting sins! 
how hard is it to give them up! ^ I recollect 
a certain man— pride was his besetting sin. 
He seemed to be' constitutionally proud and 
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haughty. He was under serious impressions a 
long time, and it was < only when he was laid 
upon a bed of sickness, and brought to the bor* 
ders of the grave, that his pride was subdued. 
I recollect another who was intemperate. He 
was a tavern-keeper. Powerfully wrought 
upon, he attended an inquiry meeting. As I 
approached to the seat which he occupied he 
rose up, and with much emotion took me -by 
the hand. (I give you the substance of our 
conversation.) " O sir," said he, " I feel that I 
am a sinner ; what must I do to be saved V^ 
" Sir," replied I, you must give up your bottle." 
A little nettled, he replied, ''I do not choose to 
make rash promises." "Very well," said I, 
"you may dp las you please, but I tell yoU the 
truth ; you must give up your bottle or your 
soul." He mused awhile, and finally conclud- 
ing, it seems, that his bottle was worth more 
than his soul, he gathered up his hat and cane 
and walked out, and I saw him no more. Like 
Esau, my dear brethren, like Esau, who for 
one morsel of meat sold his birthright; and ye 
know how that afterwards when he would 
have inherited the blessing, he was rejected, 
for he found no place for repentance, though 
he sought it carefully with tears. O these be- 
setting sins, they have ruined many ! Another 
case may be mentioned. A certain individual 
was brought under very pungent conviction. 
He cried for mercy, but for several dayiS re- 
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ceived no comfort. He had had a difficulty 
with a certain person some time before, and 
upon, examining his heart, he found that he 
indulged in an unforgiving spirit. Certainly, 
it is all plain now. The Saviour says — " If ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will 
your Father which is in heaven forgive you 
your trespasses." This man owed his Maker 
ten thousand talents, and was crying for for- 
giveness, and yet he himself would not forgive 
a fellow creature who owed him fifty pence ! 
Ah ! my brethren, we are taught to pray— 
" Forgive us dur trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us." When, therefore, we 
utter this petition, and do not forgive those who 
have injured us, we do virtually pray that God 
will not forgive us. Remember, God knows 
what is within us as well as what is without 
us, and the Psalmist s^ys — " If I regard ini- 
quity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." 
But excuse me, my brethren, and I will men- 
tion yet another case illustrative of the point 
before us: — ^In a certain town in Virginia there 
was a revival of religion. Amongst the anxious 
who came to the meeting for inquirers on a 
certain day, was a talented- young lawyer. He 
appeared to be in very great distress of mind. 
"0,sir," exclaimed he, in agony, "must I be 
fevterlastingly danmed ?" " By no means,' ' said 
I, " my dear sir, by no means. It is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
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Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners, even the chief. Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved." . He left the 
meeting still unrelieved. What can be the 
matter? The case was this: — ^He had just 
commenced the practice of the law. It was, 
with him, a favourite pursuit, and from -this 
quarter he expected wealth and distinction. 
When brought under conviction, he recollected 
a prediction uttered by an aunt of his upon her 
dying bed, some time before, that he would yet 
be converted, and become a preacher of the 
gospel. Now, thought he, my aunt's predic- 
tion is coming true; I am going now to be 
converted, and then I shall have to give up my 
profession as a lawyer and become a preacher. 
This he could not consent to — ^would almost 
rather be damned than become a preacher. 
Now, my brethren, observe, I do not say it is 
wrong for a young man to be a lawyer, but it 
is very wrong, very sinful, to be self-willed. 
This was the difficulty vydth this young man. 
He wished to have his own way ; he did not 
wish any one, not eveii the ever blessed God, 
to cross his path! and it was whilst in this 
frame of mind he exclaimed-—" And must I be 
everlastingly damned?" A few day^ after- 
wards, his will being sweetly subdued, he ob* 
tained a joyful hope in Ohrist, and being 

asked, " Mr. B , are you willing to be a 

preacher now, if^God shall so direct?" Clasp* 

17 
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ing his hands, and looking with eyes streaming 
with tears, he said^" Any thing now ! Blessed 
God, any thing now.!' My dear friends, you 
that are now under awakening influences, let 
me entreat you to look into your hearts, as 
^ell as your lives, and w:hen you are told 
that you must seek the Lord in the forsaking 
of all of your sins, O remember, I pray you, 
in connexion with it the words of the Psalm- 
ist, .already more than once repeated — "If I 
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me." 

2. You must seek him at the right tinde. 
" Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, 
call ye upon him whilst he is near." Those 
guilty spirits upon whom the light of eternity 
has dawned, cannot seek, him now, for their 
day of grace is past. By them God cannot 
now be found; to them he is not near, nor 
ever will be. Their glass is run, their sun is 
set, and their souls are lost for ever. The 
living! the living! those who are on mercy's 
side of eternity — they are the ones who may 
seek the Lord, and they are to do it whilst 
yet they are in the land of hope, and whilst yet 
permitted to enjoy the means of grace, and. en- 
tertain the hope of glory.. But^ as there is such 
a thing as seed time, and harvest tipie, so there 
are certain seasons more favourable than others 
for attending to the great concern, and seek- 
ing the salvation of the soul. For example^ 
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the period of youth is a golden season. It may 
emphatically be called an accepted time, and 
day of salvation, for as yet the heart is not 
hardened, nor the person hsickneyed in the 
ways of sin. Moreover there are special pro- 
mises addressed to the young: "I love them 
that love me, and they that seek me early shall 
find me;" and to them a special command is 
given, " Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, while the evil days come 
not, nor the years draw nigh when tbou shalt 
say, I have no pleasure in them." Hence we 
find that an overwhelming majority of those 
who are pious are brought in, in the morning 
of life. Indeed, comparatively speaking, there 
are few soundly converted after thirty years of 
agQ. .If any one passes the period of youth, a 
stranger to regeneratipn, I consider that his 
best day is over, and that his prospect for hea- 
ven is ditrkening horribly ! O ! my dear young 
friends, precious youth, you are the hope of 
the church. Upon, you many eyes are turned, 
and for you many prayers are offered — ^remem- 
ber, this is emphatically your time, and it may 
be with you, now or never! A season of re- 
vival is also a peculiarly favourable season for 
seeking the salvation of the soul. Besides (Ji- 
vine influences coming down as copious dews, 
and showers of rain upon a thirsty land, soft- 
ening and mellowing the soU, there iare special 
advantages, and special iheans of grace en- 
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joyed. Religioiis meetings are multiplied, ser^ 
mons more pungent, prayers more fervent, 
spiritual conversation more frequent, and then 
there is the rousing intelligence that this friend 
is awakened, and that converted; and who 
does not know that young converts are, usual- 
ly, not inactive? Having found the one pearl 
of great price, they greatly desire to see their 
old companions in the possession of the same 
blessing. Having experienced the grace of 
God in their own hearts, they cannot hut tell 
to those around, what a dear Saviour they 
have found. With David they are inclined to 
say to. every unconverted friend, " O ! taste 
and see that the Lord is good ;" and as Moses 
said to Hobab, his brother-in-law, so are they 
ready to say to every dear relative, " We axe 
journeying unto the place of which the Lord 
said, I will give it you : come thou, with us, 
and we will do thee good : for the Lord hath 
spoken good concerning Israel." Here are new- 
means of grace enjoyed, new appeals made, 
new considerations presented. In short, all thoi 
scenes and circumstances of the case are emi- 
nently calculated to wake up serious thought 
in the bosom, and rouse the soul to an imme- 
diate consideration of the high claims of God 
and eternity. Surely then a season of revival 
is a precious season — it is a golden opportu- 
nity afforded for attending to the interests of 
the undying soul. In the great mercy of God 
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this season you now enjoy,, for right happy am 
I to say, the Lord is pouring out his Spirit 
here. Christians! the Lord has heard your 
prayers, and in answer to them he has granted 
you a season of refreshing from his presence. 
You are now in the midst of a revival ! How 
delightfully dojes this announcement fall upon 
the ear. Yes, I repeat it, and to God be. all 
the glory! You are now in the midst of a 
revival! ThQ Lord is come! — ^the Lord is 
come ! " Let earth receive her king. Let every 
heart prepare him room, and heaven and na- 
ture sing !'* ! yes, let every heart prepare 
him room. O! sinner, will you xjLot throw 
Open the door of your heart and let the heaven- 
ly stranger in? Do not, I beseech you, do ndt 
let this seasion pass unimproved. The time 
may come when you may desire to see the 
things which you now see, and shall not see 
them ; and to hear the things which you now 
hear, and shall not hear them. Yes, the time 
may come when you shall have to take up the 
dismal lamentation— I have lost my day! — the 
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and I am 
not saved. 

Again : when the Spirit is striving, is an- 
other peculiarly favourable season for seeking 
the salvation of the soul. We may not be able 
to explain or understand how the divine Spirit 
operates upon the mind of man, but that there 
is such an operation there can be no doubt, for 
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the Scriptures affirm it, and that these opera- 
tions are more powerful at one time than an- 
other, this fact also cannot be denied; for 
sometimes the word of God is made to burn 
upon the conscience in a very peculiar man- 
ner, and a new concern in relation to spiritual 
things, is waked up in the soul. There is a 
more realizing sense of the vanity of the world, 
of the importance of religion, than common; 
moreover the person has a livelier sense of his 
own sinfulness and need of a Saviour, than, 
perhaps he ever had before. He begins to envy 
the lot of the pious, and wishes that he too 
were a Christian. Now, also, he takes more 
interest in attending upon the ordinances of 
God's house, and feels more inclined to read 
the Scriptures than usual. This is a blessed 
season. Now the words of the ,Saviour are 
peculiarly, applicable, " Behold, I stand at the 
door arid knock, if any man hear my voice 
and open to me, I will come in and sup with 
him, and he with me." And now this pas- 
sage of Scripture too ife peculiarly appropriate, 
" To-day, if ye wiH hear his voice, harden 
not your heart;" and this, "QUench not the 
Spirit." ThiSj as we have said, is truly a 
blessed season, but it is tnoreover a critical 
time, for sins committed in these circum- 
stances, are sins committed against more light 
and more love than ordinary, and therefore 
are peculiarly sinful. O ! are there any in this 
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large and solemn assembly under the strivings 
of the Spirit?- remember you are now in pecu- 
liarly solemn circumstances. You have now 
come to the place where two seas meet. You 
may now, so to speak, be casting the die for 
eternity. At any rate God is come down, by 
his Spirit, to talk with you! yea, you have 
now a loud call from heaven-^beware how you 
turn a deaf ear to it, for it may be your last ! 

" Spurn not the call to life and light, 

Regard in time the warning kind ; , 

That call thou may'st not always slight, 
And yet the gate of mercy find. 

God's spirit wjll not always strive 
With hardened, self-destroying man ; 

Ye who persist his love to grieve, 
May never hear his voice again." 

With great emphasis, then, may the lan- 
guage of our text be sounded in your ears; 
and may it go thundering, through all the 
chambers of your souls — "Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found, call ye upon him while 
he is near." Once more, 
- 3. You must seek the Lord with all your 
heart. "Blessed are- they that seek him with 
the whole heart," says the Psalmist; and says 
the Eternal God himself — "And ye'shall seek 
me, and find me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart." Jer. xxix. 13. The object 
in view is a great object, and demands the \yhole ' 
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soul. Some persons seek the Lofd, but they 
do it with a divided heart. Antagonistical prin- 
ciples s^m to be at work within them, and 
they are drawn in diflFerent directions. Some- 
times they are greatly excited; almost per- 
suaded to be Christians, but something seems to 
hold them. They are very much like a balloon 
ready to ascend, but bound down to the earth by 
a cord ; or like a tree, Undermined by the tor- 
rent, and thrown upon the bosom of the stream, 
a current is bearing strongly upon it to sweep 
it along ; and yet it is not swept along ! And 
why? There are some roots binding it to the 
bank. Cut the toots and then it will go, but 
so long as the* roots remain uncut. So long does 
it there remain, see-sawing, notwithstanding 
the current which bears so strongly upon it. 
Just so, many a sinner undermined by the 
power of divine truth, is thrown prostrate in 
deep distress and humiliation ; a current of di- 
vine influences is bearing strongly upon him, 
to waft him to Christ and to glory, but there 
are some roots binding him to the earth. Now, 
the sinner must cut the roots. . He must break 
away from all the influences of the world. He 
must give up every thing which interferes 
with his duty to his Maker. He must do it, 
or he cannot expect divine acceptance. He 
must do it, or hie must lose his soul. For no 
man can serve two masters, and it is quite im- 
possible to be earthly-minded and heavenly^ 
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minded ^t the same time. I recollect making 
a remark of this kind from the desk, at a cer* 
tain place in Virginia. On coming down from 
the pulpity a gentleman came up to me; he 
was a lawyer of high respeot3.1?ility; he came 
up to me, and grasping my hand with emotion, 
said: — '* Stranger, you have described my case 
exactly. Those roots, sir, those roots — they 
have almost ruined me. God helping me, I \l 
cut the roots !" I saw decision marked in his 
countenance. His mind was made up to have 
salvation, cost what it might. No wonder that 
about two days after he was rejoicing in Christ, 
and subsequently became a much valued elder 
of the church. Ah ! my brethren, it is a great 
matter to have the mind made up ; and I have 
observed that when the mind is ftilly made up, 
the battle is half \yoi^- Only let a person be 
in right down good earnest in seeking the sal- 
vation of his soul, and the blessing is nigh, ' 
even at the door. And is it not reasonable, 
when such great interests are at stake, that the 
mind should he made up ? Is it not reasona- 
ble, when nothing less than eternal life is the 
prize, that the sinner should be in good ear- 
nest. See how it is with the man who is in 
the pursuit of wealth : he leaves no stone un- 
turned to increase his golden store. . And see 
the man of ambition, who pants after fame, and 
greatly desires to reach some post of honour 
and distinction. How constantly is he thinking 
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upon the subject; how diligent is he in the use 
of all means for the attainment of the object fn 
view ! and if he succeed not, verily his want of 
success is hot to be ascribed either to a want of 
resolution or lack of effort. And when life, 
temporal life, is at stake, O what struggles, 
what determination then! For example- 
Roused from his slumbers at a midnight hour, 
a man finds his house on fire ; his determina- 
tion is to make his escape. Springing from 
his bed without delay, he rushes to the door. 
Does he find that locked ? He hurries to the 
window. Is that fastened ? He cries for help, 
again rushes to the door, again to the window. 
No diflSculties caus6 him to give over his ef- 
forts to make his escape : they only rouse him 
to still greater and more determined efforts. 
He loses no time, puts forth iall his Strength, 
strains every nerve to break open the window, 
to break down the door, and if he perishes, it 
is whilst struggling with all his might — ^if he is 
consumed, it is because his most vigorous and 
determined efforts have all proved unavailing. 
O, if sinners would but be in such good ear- 
nest in seeking the^ salvation of their souls, 
how certainly would they atta^in everlasting 
life ! how certainly would a crown of glory rest 
upon their heads. But, alas ! when roused to 
make some efforts, how frequently is it the 
case that these eflForts are not as resolute and 
determined as thfey should be. They are in- 
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tefrupted by this thing and that. There are 
diflSculties in the way, and various^ excuses are 
made, at the Very time that the sinner should 
be crying for mercy and seeking help from-on 
high. Netemiah and his associates had great 
difficulty in building up the walls of Jerusalem; 
which had been broken down. They wrought 
with one hand, while they held a weapon in 
the other, and the result was this— by the good 
hand of God over them, they succeeded: as it 
is written—-" So built we the wall, and all the 
wall was joined together unto the half thereof, 
for the people had a mind to work." Notice 
the phrase, " the people had a mind to work.'* 
Here was the secret of their success — their 
heairt was in the matter : they were in good 
earnest in the work in which they were en-, 
gaged. YotL have heard of the revolutionary 
struggle. Thirteen feeble colonies contended 
for independence against the mighty power of 
England. That is, the eagle of the west, 
scarcely fledged, engaged in deadly conflict 
with the lion of the east, in his full strength 
and vigour; and tojthe astonishment of the world 
success crowned the effort, our independence 
was achieved. How? — Under God, by the 
power of resolution. 

The great secret of success may be found in 
the closing sentence of that immortal document, 
denominated the Declaration of Independence. 
It is in these words : " In defence of these prin- 
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ciples, we pledge to each other, our lives, our 
fortunes, and our sacred honour." O could we 
see this spirit of fixed and settled determination 
carried into religious matters ; could we hear 
this one, and that one, saying with the Psalmist, 
" My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed ;" 
or with Joshua, " Choose you this day whom ye 
will serve — but as for me, and my house, we 
will serve the Lord." — Could this spiiit but 
animate every bosom in this assembly, O what 
delightful scenes would here be presented; 
verily, the voice of joy and gratulation would 
be heard in every dwelling — ^we should truly 
have a pentecostal time, yea — ^the millennium 
in miniatiire-r-for remember the promise is, 
Ye shall seek me, and find me when you 
search for me with all your heart. O ye who 
wish a blessing from on high, lay hold upon 
this blessed promise; take God at his word; 
put him upon his honour, and eternal life is 
sure! Eternal life ! O think what a boon, what 
a prize this is! Eternal Ufe ! what is it?' Were 
I a glorified spirit, I would know it ; were I an 
adoring seraph, I Would feel it ; but were I a 
glorified spirit or an adoring seraph, I could 
never, no nev6r, describe it. It is to be rescued 
from the ruins of the fall, and restored to the fa- 
vour of God ! It is to be delivered from the perils 
and pangs of everlasting dgimnation, and to be 
placed in possession of all the bUss and glories 6f 
an eternal world of glory ! — In short, it is to be 
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saved from sin, and all its consequences, and to 
be made unspeakably ha:ppy, and that for ever, 
and for ever morel A certain ship, as we are 
informed, was caught up by a tremendous tem- 
pest and dashed upon the rocks. The passen- 
gers and crew were precipitated into the deep ; 
twelve persons succeeded in getting into the 
life-boat ; one poor creature more, struggling in 
the water, swam up to the boat, laid his right 
hand upon it, and attempted to get in. But 
one within with a sword cut off his hand ! (It 
was apprehended that if another was taken in, 
the boat would sink.) But what was the poor 
man to do ? There was ho safety in the wreck;- 
he could not swim to land, it was far out of 
sight — ^the boat! the boat! he must get into 
the boat, or he must perish. Struggling des- 
perately with the rolUng billowfe, he came up 
to the boat a second time and grasped it with 
his left hand. That too was cut off — poor 
creature, both hands bleeding, and death look- 
ing him in the face, what must he do? Skin 
for skin, all that a man hath will he give for his 
life. He fixed his eyes again upon the boat, he 
came up to it the third time, and grasped the 
rudder with his teeth. Pity touched the heart 
of those within, and rather than to cut off his 
head, they resolved to tun the risk of all perish- 
ing together. They took him in, and his life 
was saved. O, sinner, you are shipwrecked — 
you are perishing. There is no safety for you 
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in the wreck, andyou cannat s^^dm to land ; it 
is far away — do you ask what- is to be done? 
There is a life-boat at hand ; Chri3t is this life- 
boat — struggle, O struggle up to him— he will 
not cut off the hand which you imptorin^ly 
reach out to him! O jio! no! "His heart is 
made of tendei;ness — ^his bowels melt with 
loye" — Cut oft* your hand ! He himself reaches 
out both of his arms to receive you! O how 
ready is he to save you from perishing — ^how 
able and wilUng to save your soul !, O that this 
day may be with you the day of decision; the 
birth-day of your precious souls ! Come, dear 
friends, every thing seems now propitious ! 
come this day, and cast in your lot with the 
people of God, and let us all have one lot, one 
Jesus, one heav6n, one home ! . 



SERMON X. 

THE DUTY OP COMINO TO CHRldT. 

JooN vi. 44. — No man can come to me, except the Father which hath 
sent me draw him. 

In the economy of redemption, my brethren, 
Jesus Christ is all, and in all ! He is the hiding 
.place from the wind, and without him, there is 
uo covert from the tempest; he is the physician 
of souls, and without him, there is no spiritual 
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cure ; he is the Saviour of the lost, and without 
him, there is no salvation. Hence the unceasing 
eflForts made to direct all eyes, and all hearts to 
him. John the Baptist, pointing him out to 
his disciples, exclaims, " Behold the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the Bin* of the world/' 
" We have seen and do testify," say^ John the 
Apostle, " that the Father sent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the world." — '* There is salvation- 
in no^ie other," says Peter. " Other founda- 
tion,? says Paul, " can no man* lay, than is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ." And, according todhe 
testimony of the Ap6stle Peter, in.another place, 
this great truth was well known to the Old 
Testament saints; "For,".sg,ys he, "to him, 
(Jesus Christ) give all the prophets witness, 
that through him, whosoever believeth in him^ 
sh^ll receive remission of, sins ;" and we must 
not forget the closing testimony of John the 
Baptist, uttered with so much solemnity, " The 
F?tther loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hands: he that believeth on the Son, 
hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not 
the Son, shall not see life, biit the wrath of God 
abideth on him." — To crown the whole, hear 
the words of the blessed Saviour himself : "I am 
the Way, and the Truth, and the. Life, and no 
man cometh unto the Father but by me." And 
again : '^ If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall 
die in your gins." — ^In the economy of redempr 
tion, then, Christ being all in all, permit me 
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here to paake the fqllowing remarks; which I 
wish to be distinctly remembered : 

1. It is the sinner's duty to come to Christ, 
and by coming to Christ, I mean believing in 
him, resting upon, him as the sinner's only 
hope. Now, we say, it is the sinner's duty to 
come to Christ. Some persons seem to imagine 
it is left to their own option whether they come 
or not, but it is not so; they are commanded to 
come, and they cannot neglect to come without 
incurring the guilt of wilful disobedience, and 
we may add, the guilt of self-destruction. Here 
is a man shut up in a house which is on fire — 
a^ door is thrown open, by which he may make 
his escape — ^is it not his duty, by that door, to 
make his escape? — Here is a person who .is 
djring under the influence of poison received 
into the system; an effectual antidote is offered 
to him, should he reject that antidote and die, 
is he not guilty of self-murder ? But, 

2: It is the sinner's ijiterest to come to Christ 
It is remarkable, how beautifully and closely 
duty aud interest are linked together in the 
sacred volume. We are commanded to do no- 
thing whatever which is not promotive of our 
real and best interests. This is emphatically 
the case in the matter now before us ; for if it 
be the sinner's duty to come to 'Christ, as we 
have shown, it is equally his interest,, for there 
is not a want in the sinner^ but there is a cor- 
responding fulness in the Savioiir, as it is wxit- 
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ten : " It pleased the Father that in him should 
all fiilness dwell."— And again ; "Of his ful- 
ness," says the Apostle, " have we sdl received, 
and grace for grace." — I. repeat it, there is not 
a want in the sinner, but there is a corr^pond-r 
ing fulness in out blessed Redeemer. Is the 
sinneB hungry ? Let him come to Christ, and 
be shall be made to partake of the bread of life. 
Is the sinner thirsty ? Let him come to Christ 
and he shall be permitted to drink, of the ^yells 
of salvation. Is the sinner sick ? Let him come 
to Christ and he shall have life and vigour in- 
fused into V his soul. Is he naked? Let him 
come to Christ, and he shall receive a beauteous 
robe. Is he /blind ? Let him come ta Christ, 
and he shall have his eyes open to see wondrous 
things. Is he deaf? Let him come to Christ, 
and his ears shall be unstopped to hear the 
voice of uncreated harmony speaking peace to 
his happy soul. Is the sinner burdened? Let 
him cbme to Christ,, and his burden shall be 
taken away. Is the sinner longing for rest? 
Let him come to Christ, and he shall have 
sweet repose. Is he trembling under the ap- 
prehension of future wrath ? Let him come to 
Christ, and he- will find that there is now, there- 
fore, no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ; for, according to the Scriptures, "Being 
justified by faith, he shall have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." — Yes, no mat- 
ter what may be the sinner's wants, or woes, 
18 
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Christ is suited to his case, in all thingsr-only, 
therefore, let him come to Christ, and he shall 
be made rich and happy throughout all time, 
and throughout all eternity. Assuredly, then, it 
is the sinner's interest to come to Christ. But, 
3. The sinner must come to Christ, or he 
must perish everlastingly. . There is no mis- 
take about this matter; for if Christ, in the 
economy of redemption, be, as we have shown, 
our all in all^ of course those who are without 
Christ, are without hope ; hence the langiw^e 
of the Saviour to his disciples in his last 
charge, " Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature; he that believeth 
and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that be- 
lieveth not, shall be damned." This is certain- 
ly one of the most awful declarations found in 
all the Bible; and it assumes a character of 
peculiar interest and solemnity, when we re- 
member by whom this declaration was origi- 
nsjly made, and in what circumstances. By 
whom was this declaration originally made? 
Not by an enemy, but by a friend-r-the tender 
hearted Jesus — the sinner's best friend, and 
the final Judge of all mankind. And when 
was this declaration of the Saviour made ? In 
his last interview with his disciples; just as he 
was about to ascend to heaven, there to plead 
for those for whom he had so recently shed his 
most precious blood — ^yes, in these peculiarly 
solemn and interesting circumstances he said, 
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*'He that believeth and is baptized, ^hall be 
saved; but he that believeth not, shall be damn- 
ed." Ah ! my brethren, the case is clear-^ 
Christ is the sinner's only hope, and the sin- 
ner must come' to him,, or perish for ever. 

4. Although it is the sinner's duty to come 
to Christ— although it is his interest to fcome 
to Chjrist, and although he must come to Christ 
or perish everlastingly, yet such is the reign- 
ing power of sin, and such the deep depra- 
vity of the sinner's heart, and such the do- 
minion of the Tyorld, the flesh, and the devil, 
that no man can come to Christ except he be 
divinely drawn. Some stumble at this doc- 
trine, and even reject it, but this, surely, must 
be from want of due consideratidn, for it is cer- 
tainly both a scriptural and wholesome doc- 
trine. Scriptural :— :-Besides our text, which of 
itself is sufficient to establish the point, we 
find in the sacred Scriptures, numerous pas- 
sages of similar import. For example, " O 
generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, 
speak good things?" Mat. xii. 34. "Without 
me," says the Saviour, " ye can do nothing." 
John XV. 5. And, says the Apostle Paul, 
** We are not sufficient of ourselves to think 
any thing as of ourselves." Now here you 
will observe, according to one passage, we are 
not able to say^ according to another we are 
notable to do^ and according .to a third we' afe 
not able to thinks any. thiiig truly ttcceptable^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



268 IlEViyAL SERMONS, 

as of ourselves. These passages are strongly 
corroborative of i)ur doctrine; but there are 
others -equally strong, equally conclusive in 
^relation to man's helpless and ruined condi- 
tion without divine ai(i. I need only remind 
you of those well known passages which speak 
of man's deplorable condition in an unrenewed 
state. Thxis, "And you hath he quickened, 
who were dead in trespasses and sins." Eph. 
ii. 1. Mark, dead in ttesjiasses and sins. Can 
one who ^s dead, of himself come forth out of 
his grave of corruption ? Again, " The carnal 
mind is enmity against God, for. it is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." 
Rom. viil 7. How can the sinner of himself 
convert a heart of enmity into a heart of love? 
Again, " The- heart of the sons of men is fully 
set in them to do evil." Eccl. viii. 11. The' 
current of the ocean you cannot resist, nor the 
strong current pf ^ dej aved soul. But why 
multiply passages of Scripture. , The doctrine 
of the sinner's total depravity and helplessness, 
is tatight in every part, of the sacred volume, 
and is taken for granted ipi such passages as 
these: "O Israel, thou hast destroyed thy- 
self" " Ye are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus :" — and, " Except a man be born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
The doctrine then which we advocate, touch- 
ing the helplessness of the sinner, in his unre- 
newed state, is certainly a scriptural doctrine. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



REVIVAL. SERMONS. "369 

and God forbid that we should attempt to ex- 
plain away our text, which so clearly presents 
the doctrine. 

But we said that the doctrine was not only 
scriptural, but a wholesome doctrine. Yes, it 
is the very one which breaks down the pride 
of the sinner's heart — which causes him to feel 
that he lies at the mercy of God— and the very 
thing which, humbling the loftiness and self- 
sufficiency of his soul, prepares him, and in- 
clines him more earnestly to seek, and mote 
highly to prize help from on high. And I 
have noticed that the sinner never will come 
to Christ until he finds that he cannot s&ve 
himself— never will come to Christ until he 
finds that he must, positively must, or perish. 
This is human nature, as it may be seen illus- 
trated in other things. f ' 

Here is a man walking along the streets, who 
is dwelling with great complacency upon the 
thought that he is worth a million of dollarsu 
One steps up to him and ^ays — " I understand 
that you owe Mr. A. B. a thousand dollars, and 
he purposes to exact payment. I am very sorry 
for you, sir, and am willing to pay the amount." 
" What do you nxean, sir," replies the million- 
aire. " Suppose I owe a thousand dollars, I can 
pay my own d^bts. Reserve your benevolence 
for those who may need it." But now, sup- 
pose this rich man were a poor man; and sup- 
pose, utterly unable to pay his debts, he were 
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pressed by the sheriff for si claim of a thousand 
dollars, and the amount he must pay, or be im-^ 
prisoned. Now, if in these circumstances one 
who was able and willing to relieve him should 
kindly offer to pay the amount — " O, sir,". m6- 
thints he would, say, " HoV could I expect 
such a favour?" And when assured that it 
was done with great cheerfulness, how thank- 
fully would he accept the kind offer, and say — 
" This is kindness indeed ! O, sir, I owe you ^ 
thousand thanks ! I wfcnt words to express my 
sense of the great obligations I am under to 
you." The application you understand. Whilst 
the sinner, in the pride of his heart, imagines 
that he is rich, and increased in goods, and has 
need of nothing, he undervalues the provisions 
of gospel grace — ^rejects the Saviour ; but only 
let him be brought to feel that he owes a thou- 
sand talents and has nothing to pay ; let him be 
made sensible that, spiritually, he is wretched 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked, 
and oh ! ]then, how welcome are the provisions 
of gospel grace, and how dear is the Saviour 
of lost sinners! This is the very id^a pre- 
sented by Christ himself: — "The whole have 
no need of a physician," says he, " but they 
that are sick. I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance.. Here is a man who 
has fallen over a precipice. By his fall he- is 
stunned, and has a limb dislocated. Coming 
to himself, he finds that Ije is in an evil case. 
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The first thought is to rise up aiid walk away: 
He accordii^ly makes the attempt; but alimb 
is dislocated, and he sinks down to the earth. 
He is more sensible* of the evil of his case, but 
the spirit of the -man is in him, and he yet, it 
may be, <5alls for no help. He makes another 
effort, more. vigorous than the first; his limb 
again gives way, and down he sinks. We will 
suppose, now, it is bitfer cold ; it is snowing 
fast, and the shades of liight are drawing on. 
It flashes upon him — ^if no one comes to his 
relief, there he must perish : that spot will be 
his grave, and the falling snow will be his 
winding-sheet. Now, at last, urged by the ne- 
cessity of the case, he cries for help, aye, loudly 
and earnestly does he now cry for help. Ob- 
serve, whilst he thought he could help himself, 
he called for none; but a full ,sens6 of his misera- 
ble and helpless condition makes him now heart- 
ily willing to accept aid from any one who can 
relieve him. So it is with the sinner ; whilst he 
imagines, that his own arm is strong enough, 
he is not disposed to lean upon the arm of an- 
other, and while he thinks he can save himself, 
he is not likely to prize a Saviour; hence the 
doctrine which teaches him that he is a poor, 
hdpless sinner, and that he lies at the mercy 
of God, is a wholesome doctrine. It is this 
which humbles the pride of the sinner's heart, 
and which best disposes him to ery with the 
Syropheniciin woman — " Lord, help me!" and 
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with Peter, sinking in the wave, *^Lord, save, 
or I perish." 

And now, let ns pause and contemplate the 
helpless and deplorable condition of the sin- 
ner ,^ as one lying low in the ruins of the fell. 
He is under the reigning power of sin, and he 
cannot break the reigning power of sin. He 
is under the curse of God's righteous law, and 
he cannot roll away the curse of the law. His 
soul is unfit for heaven, and he cannot make it 
fit; — ^he is bound over to wrath, and he cannot 
help himself. Aye, he is in a state of nature 
and of sin, and his heart must be changed or 
he can never be saved; and of himself he can 
no more change his ov\na heart than he can roll 
a mountain, or heave an oceaui Yes, I repeat 
it> although it' is the sinner's duty and interest- 
to come to Christ — and although he must come 
or perish everlastingly, yet such is the deep 
depravity of the sinner's heart — such the reign- 
ing power of sin- in his bosom, and such the 
dominion of the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
that no man can come to Christ Except he be 
divinely drawn. O!. sinner, believe me, you 
are lost, ruined, and undone! You lie com- 
pletely at the mercy of God ! and you had bet- 
ter suffer the tortures of martyrdom than do 
the slightest thing to . offend your Maker. 
Hence the language of the Apostle, "Quench 
not the Spirit!'^ But some one may say. 
The doctrine of the sinner's helplessness/ as 
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stated, destiQys all human responsibility. Not 
so— we insist upon it, if he perishes it is his 
own fault.. I will explain myself. You are a 
master; you write a letter, and handing it to 
your servient, you direct him to take it to. a 
certain person on the other side of the river, 
and bring you back an answer. After a while 
he returns, and you ask him. Did you take 
the letter over the river as I directed you? 
No, sir. And why? M^-ster^ I could not. 
And why could you not? 'Why„ master, I 
went to the river; it was deep and tapid, and 
there was no bridge, and I could not swim, 
so I did not go over. Did you call for the 
ferryman? No, sir. Then go immediately 
back, and take the letter over, as I commanded 
you. Now this, I think, is a correct illustra- 
tion. Ther6 is something about the passing 
of that river which the servant cannot do, no 
more than he can roll a mountain^ or heave an 
ocean, and yet you do not excuse him. Even 
so in this matter. The sinner is utterly un- 
able to come to Christ, or change his own 
heart of himself. There is, so to speak, a 
broad and deep river between him and heaven, 
and the sinner cannot swim; but, thank God, 
there is, if I may so express myself, a heaven- 
ly ferryman on the other side. Let him call 
upon that ferryman — as it is written, " Seek ye 
the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon 
him while he is near." And this reminds me 
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of a remarkable passage in Scripture, " Let 
him take hold of my strength, that he may 
make peace with me,, and he shall make peace 
with me." Isa. xxvii. 5. Moreover, it falls in 
precisely with this language* of the Eternal 
God, **0 Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself, 
but in me is thine lielp.'^ Hos. xiii. 9. But 
this leads to niy last general remark : 

5. There is .a divine drawing; and, thank 
God, the doctrine of divine drawing is as cleau*- 
ly revealed as the doctrine of man's helpless 
and ruined icondition by nature. In the sacred 
volume they are linked together, and what 
God has joined together let no man put asun- 
der. " No man," says the Saviour, " can come 
to ine except the Father which hath sent me 
draw him." This language clearly implies 
that there is such a thing as divine drawing. 
We may not be able to understand the opera- 
tion fully, and I believe that a person may be 
under this system of divine drawing without 
being fully conscious of it, for oftentimes the 
influences of the Spirit are as gentle as the 
dew. There is such a thing as a still small 
voice, as well as the strong wind which rends 
the mountains — and the earthquake and the 
fire. Therefore, although we may not be able 
to explain the mode of the divine operation, 
or even recognize it in every case, yet as a 
fact, or doctrine taught in the Bible, ther,e can 
be no doubt. " Draw me," says the spouse, 
in the Song of Solomon, " Draw me, and we 
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will run after thee." " I have loved you with 
an everlasting love," says Gpd, in the book 
of Jeremiah, " therefore with loving kindnesses 
have I drawn thee." " And I," says the Sa- 
viour, " if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me;"^-^and in Hosea we 
find this language, "I drew them with cords 
of a man, with bands of love." 

There are various kinds of drawing, both 
with God and man; and objects are usually 
drawn in modes and forms suited to the na- 
ture of the object drawn. When a log is to be 
drawn to a certain place, a chain is fastened to 
it, and by the application of physical force, it 
is drawn to the place intended. I hold in my 
hand a leaden ball,! let it go, and it falls to the 
ground, drawn by the power of gravitation, 
drawn by the operation of a certain law im- 
pressed upon inanimate matter by the Creator. 
Again: This earth moves round the sun once 
in every twelve months ; and how is this ac- 
complished ? It is drawn around, in its orbit, 
by the joint action of two forces, the centripetal 
and centrifugal, Thus, we see, that inanimate 
objects are moved, or drawn, by the application 
of physical force, and the operation of certain 
general laws of nature. But man is not inani- 
mate matter; he is a moral and intellectual 
being ; he has a mind, a will, a conscience, and 
a heart, and he is drawn by another set of 
means and instrumentalities ; he has an under- 
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standing, and he can feel the power of an argu- 
ment ; he has a conscience, and he can feel the 
force of an appeal; moreover, he has certain 
affections and sensibilities, and these can be 
wrought upon in various ways ; and hence it is 
written, *^ I drew them with cords of a man^ 
with bands of love." I have seen men going 
from one place to another, and even hastening 
to distant and sickly climes, drawn by a love of 
gain. I have seen wives following their husr 
bands, as it were, all the world over, drawn by 
affection and a sense of duty ; and I have seen 
persons hurrying away to the post of danger — 
braving the fury and storm of battle, led 'on by 
patriotism, and sometimes purely by ambition, 
or a desire to twine laurels around their brow. 
Here is a crowd gathered together in the house 
of'God this day — ^no physical force was applied, 
and yet, here they are, drawn as effectually as 
if Botae irresistible physical force had b^en 
brought to bear upon them. Some drawn by 
a sense of duty, to worship God, Some drawn 
by curiosity — ^they heard that therfe was a reli- 
gious excitement in the place, a revival of reli- 
gion — ^and, moreover, that' a stranger was ex- 
pected to- preach. Their curiosity was excited, 
and it has succeeded in bringing them here !^— 
And some are present, drawn, as I hope, by a 
secret desire to receive spiritual benefit. They 
have been, it may be, under serious impressions 
for a long time. They desire the salvation of 
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their souls, and having heard that, within a few 
days past, several persons have been hopefully 
converted here, they have come, if peradven- 
ture, they may receive the same blessing. .Well, 
they are.here, and as effectually drawn as the 
log spoken of, or the leaden ball to the surface 
of the earth by the power of gravitation, or the 
earth around th^ sun by the action of the two 
forces already mentioned. Each object drawn, 
according to its own nature, and in its own 
way. There is a case of divine, drawing in the 
Scriptures which famishes a good illustration 
of the case befbre us — I refer to the caj^e of the 
patriarch Jacob, drawn down into Egypt. If, 
when quietly and pleasantly settled in the land 
of Canaan, some one had said, Jacob, you must 
go down into Egypt, methinks he would have 
prqmptly said. Not I ! — Here are my posses- 
sions ; my flocks and my herds ; my children 
and my grand-children, are also with me ; and 
here, too, is the grave of Machpelah; here 
will I live and die, and here will I be gathered 
unto my fathers. And yet, after all, he went 
down into Egypt, and sojourned there, and 
died there — and no violence was done to his 
will. And how was this brought about? By 
a. remarkable chain of providences. The pa- 
triarch had twelve sons— one, named Joseph, 
was loved more than they all; and the patriarch 
made him a coat of many colojirs, and his bre* 
thren envied him, and could not §p^ak peace- 
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ably unto him; and Joseph dreamed certain 
dreams, and told them unto his brethren, and 
they hated him still more on account of his 
dreams ; — ^and they conspired against him, and 
sold him .to certain Midianite merchantmen, 
who carried him down into Egypt; and there, 
after many wonderful events, Joseph was made 
governor over all the land of Egypt ;— and there 
was a famine in the land, and it spread far and 
wide, and reached the land of Canaan where 
Jacob was. Hearing .that there was corn in 
Egypt, he sent his sons down into Egypt to 
obtain supplies — again he sent them, arid when 
they returned the second time, they brought 
strange tidings to the patriarch's **ears, saying, 
•^ Thy spn Joseph is alive, and he is governor 
over all the land of Egypt!" And Jacob's 
heart fainted, for he believed them not; and 
they told him all th^ words of Joseph, which 
he had said unto them ; and when he saw the 
wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, 
the spirit of J^icob their father revived, and 
Israel said. It is enough, Joseph my son is yet 
alive, I will go and see him before I die. And 
accordingly he hastened and went down into 
Egypt ; and sure I am, no violence was done 
to his will. He never went to any place more 
cheerfully in all his life; and, verily, nothing 
but chains, and strong chains, could have pre- 
vented him, from going down into Egypt. A 
powerful magnet was there! The patriarch's 
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long-lost, beloved .Joseph was there^ and his 
heart yearned toward his darling child. He 
longed to see and embrace him once, more ; all 
his reluctance to going down into Egypt is re- 
moved, and he is fully set upon going now. 
And Israel said, " It is enough, Joseph my son 
is yet alive, I will go and see him before I die." 
Thus, without any violence done to his will, he 
was drawn down into Egypt with cords of a 
man, with bands of love. And thus sinners are 
drawn to Christ. They are, it may be, in the 
midst of worldly enjoyments and possessions, 
and are quietly settled upon their lees. They 
have no concern about their souls, nor thought 
of eternity. In the midst of these scenes of 
worldly contentment,* there comes a famine in 
the land; afflictions come, heavy, grievous 
afflictions come; they meet with this loss, and 
that disappointment; this darling child is taken 
away, and that beloved companion is laid in 
the grave. Ah ! the world now begins to lose 
its charm, and earthly sources of enjoyment are 
drying up, this child of affliction -is brought to 
see the vanity of the world, the emptiness and 
insufficiency of all things here below, and ithe 
importance of securing a portion better than 
any thing the world can give. In these cir- 
cumstances, the soul, by the power of the 
spirit, is waked up to the high claims of God 
and eternity; and thus, affliction is made in- 
strumental in drawing the soul away from the 
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vanities of the world, and causing it to rest 
upon Christ as the source of all consolation, 
and all hope. O how many in this way have 
sought comfort in religion, and in religion have 
found it ! "It is good for me," says the Psalmis^, 
"that I have been afflicted; for, before I was 
afflicted, I went astray^ but now have I kept 
thy law." The famine in the land of Canaan 
was sore, but it brought about the joy of meet- 
ing with Joseph, which joy the patriarch would 
probably never have had on earth, had there 
been no famine in the land. So some are by 
affliction brought to Christ, and made happy in, 
his love, who, without such affliction, had in 
all probabilit j perished in their sin. O how 
many in the bright realifls of bliss, will^^ upon 
reviewing the scenes of this lower state, ex- 
claim with gratitude and joy, "Sweet ?.fflic- 
tion! blessed affliction! which weaned my 
heart from the world, and led me to my Sa- 
viour and my God!" 

But other means are also made eflFectual by 
the spirit of Qod in bringing about the same 
blessed result The sinner, perhaps by the in- 
strumentality of some awakening sermon, or 
some religious book, or some friendly letter^ or 
some zealous friend, or it may be, some sacra- 
lyientalor death-bed scene, is brought, like the 
Psalmist,' to think xipon his ways, and turn his 
feeft to the divine testimonies. His understalid- 
ing is enlightened, ajid he is brought to see the 
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reasonableness of the cluims of -his Makfer, and 
the value of his own soul. ' His conscience is 
troubled, and he is brought to see that he is a 
sinner, and justly condemned by God's righ- 
teous law. Moreover, he has a heart, and ap- 
peals have been mg^de to it, drawn from the 
goodness of God, shown in ten thousand things, 
and the love of Christ in dying for bur lost and 
milled race. And, it. may be, the law has^ 
spoken out* its terrors in thunder to the soul. 
In short, arguments, appeals,^ motives, and con- 
siderations of various kinds, hte brought to 
bear upon th€> man with great power. The 
more he thinks, the more anxious he becomes. 
He sees that he has -Sinned against a holy God; 
that he has broken God's righteous law, arid 
has incurred its dreadful p6nalty.j that he can 
make no atonement for his sins; arid that, withr 
out a Saviour, he must perish for ever. In these 
circumstances, Christ is held out to him, in the 
gospel, as one who is both able and willing to 
save all that will come unto him. Light flows 
in upon the sinner's mii^d, his heart is touched 
by the Spirit of God, his will is subdued, and 
he is both, persuaded and enabled to embrace 
Jesus Christ as he is freely offered in the gos- 
pel. No violence is- done to the sinner's will. 
Interest, duty, love^ all lead him to the feet of 
his blessed Saviour, whilst he cries out — 
"Lord, save, or I perish !"—" Here, Lord, I 
give myself away, 'tis all that I can do.".. Or, 

19 
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" Welcome, welcome, dear Redeemer, - 
Welcome to this heart of mine ; 
^ Lord, I make a full surrender, . 

Every power and thought be thine^ 

Thine entirely — 
Through eternal ages thine." 

Thus tliQ jsinner is drawn, sweetly, power- 
fully, effectually drawn to Chrigt. And, so 
far from any violence having been done to his 
will, his whole heart is in the matter. He goes 
to Christ as freely, and cheerfully, and jojrfuUy 
as a hungry man goes to a banquet, or a thirsty 
man to a pool of water; or rather, as the man- 
slayer into the city of refuge— or he that is ex- 
posed to the peltings of a pitiless storm enters 
a place of shelter. 

And now, my dear, unconverted frieitds, for- 
get not the things which, you have heard this 
evening.' Remember, it is your duty to come 
to Christ; it is your interest to come to Christ; 
and you absolutely must come to Christ, or yoji 
must perish for ever^ And O ! remember that 
whilst these things are so, yet, such 4s the deep 
depravity of the sinner's heart, and such the 
reigning power of siu, and such the dominion 
of the world, the flesh,, and the devil, that no 
man can,come to Christ unless he be divinely 
drawn. O, you who are now under divine in- 
fluences — ^you who are under conviction of sin, 
and tremble for the salvation of your souls — 
and you who are sensible that the world can- 
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not make you happy, Bx\,d who sigh for some- 
thing better than the world cart give, remember 
you are now under the influence of a divine 
drawing; beware how you fight against your 
convictions; beware how you trifle with your 
serious impressions; beware how you resist 
these hSstveniy drawings, lest they cease, and 
you be left to yourselves — and what then? 
Your case becomes hopeless, ! you are lost ta 
all eternity! O, quench not the Spirit! Be-^ 
ware, lest, grieving the Spirit, he cease to 
move upon your hdart, and yOu become har- 
dened. And O, think, what it is to be hardened! 
It is to have all thd moral and religious sensi- 
bilities of the soul deadened. It is to become 
reckless and unconcerned. It is to be habitually 
in such a frame of mind that there are no com- 
punctions for the past — ^no apprehensions for 
the future ;— deaf to all the calls of mercy, 
3tupid under all the means of grace. It is to 
be habitually in such a frame of mind, that all 
promises and threatenings are alike disre- 
garded, and aU motives and appeals equally 
unavailing. As the> dead man feels not the 
burning of the coal lodged in his bosom, nor 
the flinty rock the softenitig influences of the 
showers of heaven, even so it is with him 
whose heart is -hardened. He may be in the 
sanctuary, but the most pungent discourses 
make no impression. He may witness sacra- 
mental scenes, but they inspire no solemnity- 
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even iuneral rites and the burial of the dea4 
affect him not. Spread before him the glories 
of heaven, and he is not allured; point him to 
the torments of the damned, and he is not 
alarmed.. Lead him to Calvary^ and talk to 
him about the love of Jesus and his dying- 
agonies, and he is as insensible as steel. 
Friends may entreat, but he heeds not; min- 
isters may watn, but he repents not. Others 
may feel, but he feels not ; others may weep, 
but he weeps not. He is hard as rock; or 
say, ' 

" '• '• — Some alarming shoclc of fate 

Strikes through his wounded heart, 

The suddeti dread! another, nK>ment, and alas ! 

where past the shafl no trace is found, 

, As from the wing no sc^r the sky retains, 

The parted wave, no furrow from the keel." 

The rock may be riVed, but it is rock stilL 
It may be broken into a thousand frs^ments, 
but there is no softeiiihg yet ; and so it is with 
the sinner, whan the drawings of heaven re- 
sisted, and the Spirit quenched, the siiiner is 
leift to himself and becomes incorrigible and 
hardened — past feeling and past hope! Let 
me be poor, let me be a bondman, let me l>e a 
beggar, but let me not, given up of the Spirit, 
be a hardened sinner! O my God, cast me not 
away from thy presence, neither take thine 
holy Spirit from me. Fellow sinner, take caret 
what you do just now. You are in solemn oir* 
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cumstances, and great interests are at fetake! 
Many of you are Under the influence of divine 
drawings now, and some, perhaps, who are not 
fully aware of it O remember 

" Gpd's Spirit will not always strive 
With hardened self-destroying men; 
Yoii who persist his love to grieve 
. May never hear his voice again !"" 

O ! then, let m^ exhort you, one and all, to 
make light of sacred things no more. They 
are too serious to be trifled with. Heaven and 
hell— eternal life and eternal death! What 
more rousing themes can be presented to the 
tnind of man? O ! if any of you have never 
yet come to Christ, let me entreat you to come 
this day — ^put oflfthe great concern no longer. 
It is dangerous to delay. Your day of grace 
may close when you least expect it. Only 
one pin more, and the sentence may gd forth 
against you, " Ephraim is joined to his idols, 
let him alone !" Yes, only one sin more and 
divine drawings, in your case, may cease for 
ever ! Here is a beam extending over a pre- 
cipice, a man toay take several steps upon that 
beam, but there i& one point upon which, if 
he steps, he is gone ! A cord may sustain a 
certain weight — ^add one ounce to that weight 
and the cord breaks! O! then, beware how 
you take another step in the road to death ! 
beware how you add auother an to those 
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already committed! and beware how you slight 
this, which may be your last — ^last call ! Fel- 
low man, eternity is at the door. You need 
a Saviour. There are influences now in ope- 
ration to draw you to this Saviour. For hea;- 
ven's sake — ^for your dear souls' sake, resist 
not these influences. O ! yield, and may you 
this day find Christ precious to your soul-^ 
even the chiefest among ten thousand, and the 
one altogether lovely. Amen. 



SERMON XL 

VAIN EXCUSED* 

LuKB xiv. 18.-^And they all with one consent began to make 
excase. 

Why, my brethren, are there so few real Chris- 
tians amongst us? The fact I assume, for I 
suppose it will not be denied. Should the 
angel of death pass through the length and 
breadth of our land, and sweep into flie grave 
all the careless, and all the prayerless, and re- 
turn and sweep into the grave all the intempe- 
i:ate and all the profane; ^nd return and take 
away every scoffer, and every hypocrite — and 
return, in short, and take away every impeni- 
tent and unrenewed sinner, what silence would 
reign in our streets! what solitude \^ou:ld exist 
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in our dw^ings ! and how thin would be this 
congregation! Why this? — why so few real 
Christians? Doubtless there are .many reasons, 
such as pride, worldly-niindedness, and a want 
of thought; but certainly one reason is this, a 
self-justifying spirit, prompting the impenitent 
to make vain excuses. This morning I design 
to examine €ome of the excuses which are com- 
monly urged by the unconverted, for neglecting 
to obey the gospel call. Before I take them up, 
however, I would observe, that there is a gene- 
ral evidence against their soundness, arising 
from some remarkable circumstances : — their 
number — ^their easy relinquishment — ^and the 
representation which our Saviour gives of them 
in the parable whence we have deriyed our 
text. Their number: When a person is asked 
to do a thing, which he does not choose to do, 
and yet desires to keep up fair appearances, he 
is very apt to make a great many excuses, as if 
he would make up in number what is wanting 
in the value of his excuses. Precisely so with 
regard to the sinner: Here is an unconverted 
man, and I say to him. My dear sir, I am aston- 
ished that a man of your good sense, should 
neglect the salvation of your soul. Certainly 
you must admit it to be a matter of great im- 
portance, why then do you neglect it? He 
makes one excuse ; before he allows me time to 
meet that excuse, he abandons it for another, 
and that for another; and thus he goes on, re- 
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treating, througli the whole round of bis ex- 
cuses. This, I say, is a very suspicious cir- 
cumstance : if that man had a single excuse, 
which he really believed to be substantial, 
would he not hold it fast? but not having any 
in which he has much confidence, he adds one 
to another^ as if, as already said, he would make 
up in number what is wanting in the value of 
his excuses. Again : Here is another man, he 
has twenty reasons for neglecting to obey the 
gospel call. Let some alarming disease seizet 
upon him, and he forgets one half of them — let 
death look him in the face, he forgets the other 
half! . O, these shadowy excuses ! If they can- 
not stand in the presence of disease and death, 
how can they stand in the presence of the final 
judge of all mankind ? 

But- the representation, which our Saviour 
gives of them, is conclusive against the sound- 
ne^ of 8^1 the sinner's excises : a certain man, 
says he, made a great supper, and sent his ser- 
vant, at supper time, to say to them that were 
bidden, "Come, for all things are now ready: 
and they all, with one consent, began to make 
excuse." And pray, what were these excuses ? 
*' The first said, I have bought a piece of ground, 
and I must needs go and see it ; I pray thee 
have me excused." Observe! He was invited 
to come at supper time ! Now supper-time, I 
should think rather an indifferent time to see the 
ground ! and yet no time but supper-^time will 
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suit him to see the ground \ " And another said, 
I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to 
prove them ; I pray thee, have me excused." 
Now, if he had bought the oxen, the bargain 
was closed-^at any rate, toy planter, any man, 
in his i^enses, knows full well, that supper-time 
is not the best time to prove oxen — ^yet no time 
can he fix upon to prove these oxen but supper 
time ! " And another said, I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot come." Where was the 
man invited to go? To a funeral ? No ! To hear 
a dull lecture? ' No ! Where then? Toafeastf — 
and where could a newrmarried couple gp with 
greater propriety, than to a feast? And yet 
this is his excuse — " I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come." This is a very re- 
markable payable. It was uttered by our Lord, 
who knew what was iQ man; and knew, full 
well, how to represent the true character of the 
sinner's excuses, and here he does it to the life 
and admiration, in this truly remarkable parar 
ble. And now, God helping me, I will en- 
deavour this morning, to show that the excuses 
commonly urged by the sinner for neglecting 
to obey Ihe gospel call, are not a whit better 
than they are represented to be in ^ this, as I 
have said, truly remarkable parable. 

1. The Bible is so fiill of mystery I can- 
not understand it. — ^The Bible so full of mys- 
tery ! Just as if the Bible was nothing in the 
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world but a bundle of riddles! No plsin doc- 
trine, no plain precept, no- plain promise, no 
plain threatening — ^nothing plain 1 Is this in- 
genuous ? Is this true ? The Bible says — " Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." 
Is not this plain? The Bible says — "He that 
believeth not shall be damned." Would the 
sinner wish any thing plainer than this? The 
Bible says — It is a faithful saying, and wor- 
thy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, even the chief 
of sinners. Now this is not only remarkably 
beautiful, it is remarkably plain. Even the 
child of six years of age, can understand it 
perfectly well, and yet the liian says, the Bi- 
ble is so full of mystery I cannot understand 
it! Ah! we all see it clearly. It amounts to 
this: I have bought a piece of ground, and I 
must needs go and see it at supper-time. But 
another comes forward with this excuse, 

2. Religion is a gloomy thing, it has no 
charms for me. — ^Thank God, there are many, 
both in heaven and earth, who think very 
differently. I never heard that religion ever 
abridged one's happiness in health, or sadden- 
ed one's heart in sickness, or lay heavy upon 
one's soul in deSith. But I think that I have 
heard that the want of religion extorted a cry 
of agony from! the' dying sinner. Religion a 
gloomy thing ! — has no charms fot you ! Look 
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at the young convert, how his eyes ' sparkle ! 
how every feature beams- with joy! Hark, 
how his tongue breaks out in songs of praise: 

" When God revealed his gracious name, 
And changed my mournful state, 
My rapture -seemed a pleasing dream 
The grace appeared so great ! 

Great is the work my neighbours cried, 

And o\yned the power divine ; 
Great is the work my heart replied, 

And be the glory thine !" 

But suppose there be no rapture, the young 
convert has a sweet complacency in Christ — a 
heavenly calm, and the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, and which he would 
not exchange for "all that the world calls good 
or great." It must be so, for what does reli- 
gion do for us? It gives us a scriptural as- 
surance that our sins are all forgiven for Je- 
sus' sake. Is there any thing in this to sad- 
den the heart? It gives us the scriptural 
assurance that the great God of the universe 
is our reconciled God and Father in Christ; 
Is there any thing in this* to damp the warm 
feelings of the soul? It gives us, moreover, 
the blessed assurance that heaven is our home; 
that angels are to be our future companions; 
nay, that we ourselves are to be as angels in 
the world to come. I confess I can see nothing 
in this to sink the spirits, or spread any thing 
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like gloom over the mind. Ali! but you say, 
If I become a Christian I shall have to give 
up all the pleasures of the world. You are 
called upon to give up no pleasures that are 
really innocent; and can you wish to indulge 
in those which are not? Here also it must be 
remembered, that true religion is a renovating 
principle. It changes the heart — ^the whole 
current of the soul, so that a person even in 
fashionable life, or in the full indulgence of sin 
of any kind, when soundly converted, can give 
up sinful pleasures without a sigh, and take 
up religious duties with real joy ; for, says the 
Saviour, *' My yoke is easy and my burden is 
light." And again,^ "There is no man that 
hath left house, or parents, or brethren,- or 
wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's 
sake, who shall not receive manifold more in 
this present time, and in the world to come 
life everlasting." So that, in relation to real 
pleasure, as well as in relation to other mat- 
ters, it may truly be said, " Godliness is pro- 
fitable unto all things, having promise of the 
life which now is, and of that which is to 
come/' Yes, it is even so, and the verdict of 
thousands and millions, is this — 

" 'Tis religion that must give 
Sweetest pleasures whilst we live : 
'Tis ireligidn must supply 
Solid comfort when we dife." 
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^ O, worldlings! believe me, you arevmrong. 
You are seeking happiness in the world. It is 
but a beggarly portion for an immortal soul. 
Has it ever yet made you happy? No! and 
it never will, it never tjan. And let these words 
sink down into, your ears — you will never know 
what true happiness is until you are converted, 
and, if never converted^ you will never know 
it, world without end. But suppose that reli- 
gion- did make one sad and gloomy on earth 
(which we utterly deny), would it not- be bet- 
ter, after all, to be a sad and gloomy child ^f 
God than a thoughtless and merry >child of the 
devil ? Would it not be better to go to heaven 
in a thorny way, than to ^o hell in a way 
all strewed with flowers? Then what becomes 
of the second excuse? It amounts to this — I 
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to 
pitove them at supper time. 

3. A third excuse is thist If I am elected to 
be saved I shall be saved, do what I will, and 
if not,/ 1 cannot, do what I may. This is the 
sheet-anchor of many, their strong-hold, that 
upon which they are disposed to rest with more 
confidence perhaps than any other^;. and after 
all, if I mistake not, it amounts to this: I have 
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. 
It is but an excuse, and not good, for two rea- 
sons — (L) Because it involves an absurdity; 
and, (2.) Because it is not acted upon in cases 
exactly simUar. 
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(1.) It involves an absurdity, for it amounts 
to this : What is to come to pass will come to 
pass, whether we have anj agency in the mat- 
ter or not. Now the absurdity lies here — 'it 
supposes the accomplishment of an event, with- 
out the very means by which the event is to be 
accomplished. As if I should say, If I am to 
go to London, why, certainly, I jshall go to 
London, whether I embark on board of a vessel 
or not; or, if w'e are to have a pleasant day io- 
morrow, assuredly we shall have a pleasant day 
to-morrow, whether the sun rises or not. Ab- 
surdity, you perceive, is stamped npon the face 
of the thing. Those who rea^ch LondoUj, must 
pass over the ocean, and if there be a pleasant 
day to-morrow, the sun must rise. So those 
who are elected to everlasting salvation, as the 
end, must be prepared for it by the sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit, and belief of the truth as the 
necessary means for the attainment of that end. 
God has connected the end and the means, and 
what God hath joined together, let not man 
put asunder, 

(a.) The excuse urged is not a good one, be- 
cause it is not acted upon in cases very similar. 
Does this planter say — If I am to have a crop 
this year, I shall have a crop this. year, whether 
I cultivate my grounds or not? I suspect he 
does not say this. Does this other man say — 
If I am to be rich, I shall be rich^ whether I 
make any effort or not? Certainly he does 
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not say so. Does this s^ck man say — :If I am 
to get well, I shall get well whether I take any 
medicine or not? . O no! he does not say so, 
and yet all these might say so, for I have heard 
of grounds producing crops without any culti- 
vation; and.! have heard^of persons becoming 
rich without any effort. Aye, and I have heard 
of sick persons getting well without any medi- 
cine, but never have I heard of man or woman 
finding the straight gate without seeking it, or 
getting into the narrow way without eflfort. 
And here I would remark, that there is a pass- 
age of Scripture just in point. Job, speaking 
of man's temporal life, or the life of his body, 
says — "His days are determined, the number of 
his months are with thee; thou hasjt appointed 
his bounds that he cannot pass." Job xiv. 6. 
Here we are taught that the life of man is in 
God's hand; that according to the divine pur- 
pose, some die young, and sotne are elected to 
old age. In this matter God acts as a. sovereign 
God, and §o also in the other case, and 

" Not Gabriel asks the reason why, 
Nor God the reason gives." 

And what then, does the sick man say ? My 
days are. determined, I will send for no physi- 
cian; th^ number of my months is with, him; 
I will take no medicine; he has appointed the 
bounds of my life, that I cannot pass, I will 
therefore do nothing ; if I am to die of this 
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disease, I must die, do what I will ; and if not, 
I cannot, do what I may. Does he say this? 
Nq ! he does; not, but rather he reasons thus : 
I know that God, as an infinite being, must 
know all things, and of course must know the 
day of my death ; but I know also, and I have 
frequently observed, that there is a connexion 
between the means and the end — ^I have seen 
persons dying, evidently for want of inedical 
aid) and I have seen some persons at the point 
of death, restored to health, evidently by medi- 
cal skill. This is enough for me ; secret things 
belong unto God. I see that in all things there 
is a manifest and close connexion between the 
means and the end. This is sufficient. — Now 
this is all perfectly rational and right in the one 
case, why should it not be acted upon in the 
other. The grand reason I suspect ijs this : The 
sinner had rather cavil, than repent — much 
rather make excuse, than give up sin. But 
while I am upon the subject of election, or the 
decrees of God, take a Jewish story : — " RabH 
Hillel sat in the chair of Moses; his fame for 
wisdom and sanctity was spread far and wide. 
If the Messiah were known to be upon the 
earth. Rabbi Hillel would have been taken for 
the Messiah; but every man at his best estate 
is altogethei- vanity. Rabbi Hillel wished to 
imderstand the mystery of the divine decrees. 
To prepare himself for meditation so deep and 
profound, he spent two days in fasting and in 
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prayer; on the third, he- ascended the top of 
Mount Carmel ; there his gigantic min4 endea- 
voured to grasp the . mighty theme, but his 
thoughts rolled back upon his breast like stones 
from the top of Gerizim. At length, wearied 
by his fruitless inquiiries, by chance he turned 
his eye toward a spot of earth where some^ 
thing appeared to be moving. It Was a mole, 
that haying heard that there was «uch a thing 
as light, and forgetting the weakness of its own 
organs of vision, longed to look upon the i?un in 
all its brightness and glory. Scarcely^ however, 
had he left his subterranean abode, when, daz* 
ded by the overwhelming effulgence of the sun, 
he wished himself back again ; but, before he 
tx)uld effect his retreat,, an eagle hovering over, 
flew down;rseiz6d the mole with her talons and 
flew over the .valley of the son of Hinnom. 
* Blessed be the God of my Others,' exclaimed 
Kabbi HiUjBl, as he beheld the scene that passed 
before. his eyes, 'Blessed be the God of my 
ftfcthers, who by this little incident has- taught 
his servant wisdom — ^not to be too anxious to 
isxplore mysteries which are too deep, for hu- 
man comprehension/ " 

My brethren, listen ! The grand inquiry for 
such creatures as we are is, not whether we 
can understand all parts of the scheme of re- 
demption^ but whether there is such a scheme, 
whereby the sinner may be saved. Not whe- 
ther two or three doctrines in the Bible are 

20 
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hard to be understood, but whether the Bible 
itself which contains these doctrines be the 
word of God ? Not whethfer we are of the 
dect or reprobate, but whether we are sinners, 
and nfeed the salvation of Christ? for it is re- 
markable, the very same Bible which asserts 
the sovereignty of God, also asserts the free 
agency of man. The very same Bible which 
says — ^whom God foreknew, them he also pre- 
destinated to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, also says — "Whosoever will, let him 
take of the waters of life freely." Prying into 
deep mysteries tnay do us as mUch injury as 
gazing upon the sun did the mole, whose or- 
gans of yi&ion could not bear the splendours of 
that bright orb of day. Let us, then, never 
perplex ourselves with those things which are 
too deep for us to fathom ; but let us bless God 
that, according to the Scriptures, " It is a 
faithftil saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinn^ers, even the chief" Yes, instead of per- 
plexing ourselves with things too high and 
deep for us, let us endeavour by grace divine 
to obtain an experimental knowledge of those 
plainer doctrines which are able to miake us 
wise unto salvation — ^able to bring us to the 
world of light and glory, where we shall no 
more complain of intellectual darkness, for there 
shall be no night there! But another excuse 
frequently urged is this : 
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4. Professors of religion lare no better than 
other persons. — Now this is either true^ or it 
is not true. , If true, these professprs of reli- 
gion are not Christians; for, if Christians, 
they must have the Spirit of Christ, and who 
will say that a man may have the Spirit of 
Christ and yet be no better than those who 
have not? But even admit that professors of 
religion a-re no better than other people. Sup- 
pose th^y are_ all a set of hypocrites, not ex- 
cepting* your own mother, what of that? Will 
that make the doctrines of the Bible less true ? 
-r-the precepts less binding ?^-the promises less 
encouraging?— the threatenings less alarming? 
Suppose they are all hypocritical, hollow- 
hearted professors, will that blot out this pas- 
sage of Scripture, " Except ye repent ye 
shall all likewise perish" ? Or this, '* He that 
believeth not shall be damned" ? Or this, " Ex- 
cept a man be born again he- cannot see the 
kingdom of God"? You stumble at the in- 
consistent walk of professors of religion ; and 
alas ! that you should have so much occasion ! 
but their sins cannot justify you in the day of 
accounts. Even th^ir righteousness cannot do 
it — ^how much less thtir sins. You talk about 
the inconsistent walk of professors of religion, 
and did not the Saviour predict the very thing-? 
** Wo to the world because of oflFences," says 
he, " it must, needs be that offences come, but 
wo to that man by whom the offence cometh." 
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Leave them in the hands of God: he will by 
no means suffer them to go unpunished; but, 
if you be a sinner too — dying in that state, is 
there not to be a reckoning with you also? It 
is admitted that inconsistent, hollow-hearfed 
professors of religion are stumbling blocks in 
the way of salvation, but if ther^ were stum- 
bling blocks in your way to a golden mine, 
would those stumbling blocks keep you fri)m 
rushing to that golden mine? And is not the 
salvation of your precious soul worth infinitely 
more than aU the treasures of a golden mine? 
Ah ! my friend, believe me, your excuse is not 
a good one. It amounts to this — t have bought 
^ piece of ground, and must needs go and see 
see it, at supper time ! But a 

5th Excuse is this: "There are so many 
different denominations of Christians, I do not 
know which is the right one." — So many.dif-. 
ferent denominations ! There are, perhaps, on© 
hundred more than you ever dreamed of, unless 
you have read largely upon the subject — and 
what of that ? Does that make your soul less 
valuable ? or a Saviour less needfut? or heaven 
less glorious? or hell less terrible ? or eternity 
less awful ? So many different denominations ! 
And do not most of them agree in ossential 
matters? The Apostle says; "Grace be with 
all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity." Mark, he does hot say,, grace be 
with all them that think alike in every matter-^ 
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for however desirable this may be, it is by no 
means essential to salvationT-but "grace be 
with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity." And again, says he, " As many 
as walk according to this rule,^eaGe be on 
them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God :" 
that is, as many as bring forth the fruits of a 
new afid regenerate nature, peace be upon 
them. So many diflferent denominations of 
Christians ! They are like the different colours 
which constitute the beauteous rainbow upon 
the body of the dark cloud— like the different 
parts in music — the tenor and the counter, the 
treble and the base — ^Uke the radii of a circle 
of which Jesus Christ is the centre, and the 
nearer they come to the centre, the nearer they 
come to each other ! — or rather, may I not say, 
that they are like the different companies which 
compose the grand army in time of war. Sup- 
'pose the powers of Europe should combine 
against the liberties of our beloved country — 
and, sending over their multitudinous and well 
disciplined troops, should threaten to sweep 
away our republican institutions. The fact is 
announced and war proclaimed by our federal 
government — ^what a marshalling of the forces 
for battle ! On every hand you hear the sound of 
the heart stirring dnim, and the trumpet of war, 
calling the freemen of America to the tented 
field. What a scene is presented ! See> on yon- 
der mountain wave, there floats the gallant navy 
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of my country, prepared with her thimder to 
repel the invading foe, or sink into the ocean's 
depths ! And see, on the land, how they come ! 
how they crowd in from all parts of this great 
confederacy!!— Are they all horsemen? are they 
all infentry ? lare they all riflemen ? are they all 
artillerists? Have they all the same weapons 
of war? have they all the same uniform ? What 
an endless variety prevails, and yet what ujiity ! 
This great army of American patriots is com-^ 
posed of many, very many, companies. Each 
company has its own officers, its own regi- 
mentals, its own weapons of war, and its owxi 
mode of warfare — aye, and each company has 
its own little flag, too; but see! the star 
spangled banner of my country waves over 
them all! Yes, the star spangled banner of 
my country waves over ypnder gallant navy, 
upon the mountain wave, prepared to repel 
the invading foe, or sink into the oceanV 
depths ! The star spangled banner of my 
country waves over the land army in all its 
variety, prepared to repel the invading foe, or 
bite the earth in death! Even so, what are 
the different denominations of real Christians, 
but the different companies which compose the 
grand army of Im manual? — the sacramental 
host of God's elect? Ea6h denominatibn, so 
to speak, ihay have its own officers, regi- 
mentals, and weapons of war — aye, and each 
may have its own little £ag, too; — ^but, mark! 
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the blood stained banner of the cross — ^the bond 
of union for every pious heart, waves over 
th^m all ! Let the sinner, then, do what he 
oijght to have dpne long time ago; let him 
repent of his sins, and yield his heart to the 
blessed Redeemer; and, although not falling 
precisely into our ranks, I for one, (and I am 
sure I. speak the sentiments of very many,) I 
for oipie, can most cordially give him the right 
hand of fellowship, and say. Is Christ pre- 
cious to your soul? Does his banner wave 
over you? God speed thee, my brother, in thy 
holy warfare ! God speed thee in thy journey 
to the skies! Pre$s on! We diflFer in some 
things, but w^ agree in all essential matters ! — 
we diflFer in some things, but we are all mem- 
bers of the same household of faith, bought 
with the same precious blood, sanctified by the 
same Divine Spirit, and all passing through one 
beauteous gate to one eternal home ! Press on, 
my. brother, we shall soon meet in heaven, and 
there see eye to eye; shall soon meet in our 
own Father's house above, and there salute 
each other as fellow immortals, and as brethren 
redeemed ! And now what has become of the 
excuse about so many diflFerent denominations? 
It has vanished into air — ^it is frivqlous — ^it 
amounts to this : " I have bought five yoke pf 
oxen, and I go to prove them" at supper time! 
I pray thee have me excused, In other words, 
it speaks this language-^I don't choose to go ! 
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Biit the same person, it may 1)6, brings forward 
this excuse, 

6. ''What harm have I done? I don't 
think that I am any great sinner. I have 
injured no man. I have defrauded no man. 
I have murdered no man. I am not covetous, 
I am not pro&ne, I am not a gambler, nor 
a drunkard. I pay ^11 my just debts,; I am 
kind to the poor ; I go to church ; and I sub- 
scribe to many of the benevolent and chari* 
table institutions of the day."-T-Well, be it so. 
Supppse you are what the world calls a gpod 
kind of a moral man; and do you ask what 
harm have you done ? and whom have you in- 
jured ? You have foiled to love the Lord your 
God ; and is this no harm ?. You have turned 
your back upon a dying Saviour, and have 
eyen trampled upon his precious blood ; arid ii^ 
' this no harm? You have grieved the Spirit of 
God, and it may be, have broken many solemn 
vows; and is this no harm? You have not re- 
membered the Sabbath day, to ke^p it holy; 
you hg.ve not improved your great privileges ; 
ypu have wasted much of our precious time; 
you have indulged evil thoughts, harboured 
rebellious feelings, encouraged improper de- 
sires — and is this no harm ? You have sinned 
against light and against love : against the law 
and against the gospel: against the admoni- 
tions of God's word, the strivings of the Divine 
Spirit, and against the remonistrances of your 
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own conscience. You are guilty of sins of 
omission and of commission : sins of thonglit, 
of word, and deed, and that times and ways 
without number. In short, the charge brought 
against Belshazzar, on the very night in 
which he was slain, may be brought against 
you: — "The God in whose hands thy breath 
is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not 
glorified." And now, upon thy soul the in- 
soription is written — ^^Tekelj thou art weighed 
in the balances and art found wanting." And 
yet do you say, what harm have I done? and 
whom have I injured ? O, oould you see your 
sins as God sees them, or as they are likely to 
come rolling over your soul in a dying hour, 
or certainly in the great judgment day, me- 
thinks, instead of saying. What harm bave I 
done, and whoni have I injured, you would 
say. Innumerable evils have compassed me 
about; my sins have gone over my head as a 
eloud; they are a burden too heavy for me; 
and with the publican you would cry — " God 
be merciful to me a sinner." 0, remember 
that it. is written^ ^' Cursed is every on.e that 
continueth not in all things written in the book 
of the law to do them." And whilst you are 
rel3dng upon your own righteousness, remem- 
ber ailso the words of the holy Apostle, " Other 
foundation can no man lay than is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ." Your excuse, then, is a vain 
one ; it will not stand. ^ Be assured, God, your 
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judge, will Bot receive it. It is one of those 
refuges of lies spoken of in tjie Scriptures which 
the hail shall sweep awajr. Then, give it up. 
Why should you hold fast to an excuse which 
you know to be not a good one? But the excuses 
of the sinner are not yet exhausted, for. he says, 
7. " God is too merciful to punish sinners." 
Now to determine this we must have recourse 
not to our own ijnaginations, but to the sacred 
volume, for, aside from the Scriptures, we 
would literally know nothing at all about such 
matters. The Bible then — the blessed Bible! 
" This is the judge that ends the strife, where 
wit and reason fail." And now, to determine 
the c?tse before us, we need to inquire only in 
relation to two things : (1.) What has God said? 
and (2.) What has God done?— (1.) What has 
God said? He has said, it is true, that he is 
long-suffering, abundant in goodness and in 
truth — ^but he has also said, that he will by no 
means clear the guilty. He has saidj, it is true^ 
that he has no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked; but he has also said, if the wicked 
turn not, he will whet his sword, and his hand 
will t^ke hold on vengeance. He has said 
many things most consoling to the penitent 
and broken-hearted sinner, but upon all others 
he denounces terrible things. " Wo," says he, 
"to the wicked, it shall be ill with him." 
And again — -^^ Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish." And again— "He that be- 
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ing oftea reproved hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that without Re- 
medy." Declarations like these, you know, 
my dear friends, are very common in the sa- 
cred volume, and .you cannot believe th^^y were 
intended to be mere vain words. Let the sin- 
ner then seriously consider what God has said, 
and what is before him. God is merciftd, 
Yes,^ and we are glad to add, he is rich in 
mercy — his mercy ia over all his works, and 
endureth for ever y but remember also, " God 
is not a man that he should lie, nor the son of 
man that he should repent." " Has he said it? 
and shall he not do it?" " For ever^ O Lord, 
thy word is settled in heaven !" (2.) But what 
has God done? Expelling rebel angels from 
heaven, be cast them down to hell ! . Driving 
fallen man from paradise, he subjected him to 
death, temporal, spiritual, and eternal. The 
antediluvians were God's creatures, and yet 
being sinners, the flood came and swept them 
all aWay. The inhabitants of Sodom and Go- 
morrah were God's creatures, and yet on ac- 
count of their sins, you know very well what 
befel them. The Lord rained upon them fire 
and brimstone out ^ of heaven; and, according 
to the Apostle, they were set forth . as ensam- 
ples, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 
Let not the sinner then, who continues in sin, 
expect to escape the righteous judgment of 
Almighty Gbd, for it is written, "Though 
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hand join in hand yet shall not the wicked go 
unpunished." And again — " Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap." There is a 
way,' thank God, in which salvation may come 
to the sinner, as a flowing stream. Through 
the great atdning sacrifice of Christ, God can 
pardon the repenting sinner, and yet maintain 
the honours of his throne ; but, let the sinner 
teject the plan of salvation^proposed in the gos- 
pel, and he rejects mercy herself— and mercy 
thus scorned and rejected, will herself gra^ 
the sword, and turn executioner! The wrath 
of the Lamb! O who can bear it! But another 
comes forward and says, 

8. " Really, sir, I have not time to attend to 
the mattelr." — And what was time chiefly given 
for, but to prepaire for eternity. Here is a ser- 
vant sent upon an important errand, but, ga* 
thering flowers and pebbles by the way, he 
lingers and says, I have not time to go upon 
the errand. Here is a planter, the time for 
putting his seed into the ground is come, but 
his grounds are not ploughed, nor are his 
fences up; and, sporting with his hotindsfj or 
amusing* himself in his -garden, he pleads he 
has not time to sow his fields. Not time! 
You have time to attend to your bodies— why 
not time to attend to your souls? " O ! Mr. 
Ryland, I have not time to attend to such mat* 
ters." Observe, this was the language of a 
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certain member of congress to the chaplain of 
congress, at the time the man of God urged 
him to attend to the great interests of his un^ 
dying soul. "0! sir/' ^d he, '*I have not 
time to attend to such matters." Men of the 
world, listen! This, member of congress was 
a lawyer. He made, as I am told, twenty 
thousand dollars a year by his practice as a 
lawyer.. He was a senator — ojie of the most 
brilliant stairs which ever coruscated in the 
senate ch^mb^r. Moreover he was an orator, 
a finished orator, if there ever was one in this 
land of ours. His tongue was the tongue 
of the learned, it dropped manna; persuasion 
dwelt upon his lips. All who heard him wer^ 
charmed with his silver toned voice, and the 
heart-stirring strains of his enrapturing elo- 
quence. When it was known that he was to 
speak in ^ the, senate chamber, it was, diflS.cult 
to keep a quorum in the other house; and 
on a certain occasion, wh^n he had made a 
most brilliant speech on ihe Missouri ques- 
tion, John Randolph, (certainly a judge of elo- 
quence, if of nothing el8e,)-ryes, John Ran- 
dolph, in perfect admiration exclaimed, " I had 
rather be the author of that speech than Em- 
peror of all the Russia^." This is the man, 
the lawyer, the statesman-r-the great and bril- 
liant man, who, when urged to take care of 
his soul,, replied, " O, Mr. . Ryland, . I have 
not time to attend to such matters." Ah 
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me! "what shadows we are, and what sha- 
dows we pursue!" This very man, only a 
few weeks after, was shrouded and laid in the 
grave ! And now> as he is sinking in the cold 
embrace of death, the same chaplain comes 
to his bed-side, and for the last time admon- 
ishes him to take care of his soul. What does 
he now say? **0, Mr. Ryland, the world has 
ruined me !" . Remember, I do not draw aside 
the curtain; I will not pronounce concerning 
his doom ; but on the supposition that his last 
words were true, " the world has ruined me !" 
On that, supposition, where is he now? In the 
dark world of wo ! And what is it to him, this 
moment, that he was once able to amass 
twenty thousand dollars a year by his prac- 
tice 33 a lawyer? Alas ! now he has not silver 
and gold enough to purchase one poor drop of 
water to cool his tongue tormented in penal 
flames ! And what is it to him, this moment, 
that he was once the most brilliant star that 
ever glittered' in the senate chamber of the 
United States ! Alas! this star is fallen ? Its 
brilliancy is quenched in the gloom of the pit 
that has no bottom! And what is it to bim 
now, that once his tongue was the tongue of 
the learned ; that it dropped manna; that per- 
suasion- dwelt upon his lips, and that all who 
heard him were charmed wdth the strains of 
his surpassing eloquence. Does he speak ? It 
is in groans of anguish, and shrieks of despair — 
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Methinks he cries out in the agony of a lost 
soul, " I have lost my day ! I have lost my soul ! 
The harvest is passed, the summer is ended, and 
I am not saved!" You have not time to attend 
to your spiritual interests! What says* the 
Saviour, " Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness." This is to be sought as 
an object of the first impoi'tance, and in the first 
place ; and for this, a good reason is assigned in 
another place, " What is a man profited, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
feoul?" 

9. "I know that religion is important: I do 
not intend to neglect it, hut there is time 
enough yet." — 'You admit that religion is im- 
portant, and yet you seem disposed to attend to 
any thing and every thing else first ! You ad- 
mit that religion is important — ^we are pleased 
that you make this admission, but better proof 
of your sense of its itnportance would give us 
more pleasure still. But you say, you do not 
intend to neglect it. Are ypu not mistaken ? 
Let us test this matter. Is it your purpose to 
attend to it this day? to-morrow? the next 
week? the next month? the next year? No, 
you say, you have not exactly formed any reso- 
lution of this kind. Then it seems you aire 
quite reconciled to the idea of neglecting it at 
least for one day, one month, and even for one 
year ! O, there is something ,awful in this ! 
Something to make one shudder! It speaks 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



319 BEVIVAL SEBMONS* 

this language: Terrible t« the loss of the soul 
is, I am wilUng to expose myself to the peril of 
it, for at least one year more] But you say, 
you have time .enough yet — ^What! if you 
should die this night? And ^ what security have 
you that you shall not ? — I am free to coafess 1 
(io not think it likely that you will die to-night^ 
but it is quite possible, and the bare possibiUty 
of your dying in yo]ir present state, this night, 
surely it is enough to take away sleep from 
your eyes, and slumber from ypur- eyelids ! I 
recollect when I was yet unconverte4. I was 
sometimes afraid to go to deep at n^ight, lest 
I might never wa^jie up in this world any 
more! And I recolject making a remark of 
this kind one evening at the house of a friend 
in Tiexas, some years ago, Ajid it was. blessed 
to the hopeful conversion of one precious squl. 
Suppose you think upon the matter; it may, 
by grace divine, be the means of saving you 
from going down to the pit. -Remember, youx 
breath is in jour nostrils, and God may stop 
that breath any moment. But. why do you 
think that there is time enough yet ? Are you 
young ? Some youjiger than you af e now 
sleeping in their graves. Are you in strong 
health ? Ah, me ! some not only in youth, but 
in strong health, have been cut down, and that 
without warning. Q, I could njention sp many 
cases that have fallen under my own observa- 
tion, and soDfie, too, of a most melancholy pha- 
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racter. And am I wrong ? Some cases of a 
similar kind have been known to you. " In the 
midst of life we are in death." O, how many 
illustrations of this fact occur every year, and 
in every place ! And do you still say, ^* there 
is time enough yet!" Had you seen Mr. 
Loomis, of Bangor, ascend the pulpit on a 
certain new year Sabbath, you would have 
thought it probable that he would ascend his 
pulpit many Sabbaths yet to come. Alas? he 
had entered it for the last time. He arose, he 
took his text— ^it was this: /"This year thou, 
shalt die." He made a few remarks, turned 
pale, and sank down in his pulpit a lifeless 
corpse. His pulpit was his death-chamber, and 
his gown his winding-sheet. " Time enough 
yet !" If you had seen Judge Boling rise up 
in the hall of the House of Representatives a 
few years ago, and address the Speaker, you 
might have expected him to make many more 
speeches in that hall of legislation; but, alas! 
he was then making his last speech. "Mr. 
Speaker," said he; and while addressing the 
chair, the angel of death touched him, and he 
fell down a dead man! "Time enough yet!" 
If you had seen Colonel Bowie, some eighteen 
or twenty years since, enter a certain church in 
the city of Washington, you would little have 
thought that he had entered the church of God 
for the last time ; but so it was. While the 
man of God in the pulpit was preaching to the 

21 
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people the unsearchable riches of Christ, aU 
who were present, heard, a groan ! It was his 
last C!olonel Bowie fell upon the floor and im- 
mediately expired ! His friends gathered around 
him and carried him out a dead man; And O ! 
who can forget the sudden death of Emmet, of 
Harper, and of CUnton, and especially the 
tragical and nK)st melancholy affair on board 
the Princeton, when two of the heads of the 
departments of government, with several other 
distinguished individuals, were in a moment 
launched into eternity? Ah! my brethren, we 
can compute the length of any natural day, 
but not how long any man is going to live on 
earth; we can tell precisely when the natural 
sun will set, but not when the sun of life will 
go down. Sometimes the period of man's life is 
lengthened like a summer-s day; sometimes it 
is made short as a day in midwinter. Some- 
times the sun of life goes down at noon, and 
sometimes white it is yet early in the morning. 
Sometimes it fades away like the fleecy cloud 
on the azure sky; sometimes it ^appears like 
the metcOT flashing and coruscating in the hea- 
vens, and then in a moment quenched and gone 
out. 

" Our life contains a thousand springs. 
And fails if one be gone ; 
j9trange tbat a harp of thousand stringa 
Should keep in tune so long." 

" Boast not thyself of to-morrowj" said one 
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who uttered many wise sayings. " Boast not 
thyself of to-morrow, for thou knowest not what 
a day. may bring forth." When such mighty 
interests are at stake, none ishould presume 
upon the future. " Be wise to-day, 'tis mad- 
ness to defer." 

Once more: "I must wait God's time." 
Some really seem to be waiting for miracles: 
I know very well that Satil of Tarsus was 
miraculoudy arrested on his way to Damasciis, 
but let not every sinner expect miracles on hii^ 
way to Damascus. Btit does not David say,. 
"My soul waiteth for the Lor^?" Certainly 
he said so, but did he not also add, " More thaa 
they that watch for the morning?" How re-^ 
markable tl^ expression, "More liian they 
that watch for thp morning;" that is, more than 
the nurse in the chamber of the sick man, who 
looks out at the window, and longs for the 
breaking of the day; or more than the sentinel 
in a cold damp night looks towards the east, and 
longs for the (rising of the mprning-star. Can 
you say that you do wait fori the Lord more 
than they who do thus long for the breaking 
ef the .day, and the rising of the 'morning-star ? 
You are waiting God's time ? Is this really 
so? Then, be it thus; but remember, the 
present is his time, as it is written — "Behold, 
now is the accepted time — ^behold, now is the 
day of salvation." And again: "Choose ye 
this day whom you will serve," And again. 
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" Torday, if you will hear his voice> harden not 
your hearts.!' 

And now my friends, in closing, hear me ! O, 
do attend to what I say ! Only a little while; 
and we shall have done with the scenes of this 
transitory state— only a little while, and our race 
will have been run, our probation closed, and 
our charac/ter and destiny sealed for ever ! Our 
eternal all is at stake ! Let there be np trifling 
in this matter — ^bring near the scenes which 
are certainly before us. Suppose you were 
now upon a dying bed, how would your ex- 
cuses appear ?-|[-Suppose this was the very mo- 
ment of your leaving the world — pulse quiver- 
ing, bldod freezing, heart-strings breaking, soul 
panting, shuddering, launching away! — ^how 
would your excuses appear? But change the 
scene. Suppose this were the great judgment 
day, and all its tremendous scenes now passing 
before you^-triimp sounding, dead rising,' Grod 
descending, angels shouting, devils wailing — ^in 
these solemn * circumstances hov^'^ would your 
excuses appear?! If your excuses are .good, my 
counsel is,^hold them fast ! Do not let the minis- 
ter take them from you — do not let your mother 
take them from you. Let no one take them from 
you. If you are sure they are good, I repeat it, 
hold them fast ! carry them with you all. along 
the journey of life ! carry them with you down 
into the grave, and up to the judgment bar; 
plead them before your Maker. If your ex- 
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cuges are good, God is just, and he will sustain 
them. But, if they are not good, (and is there 
iiot a misgiving in your heart, even now — ^aye, 
a conviction that they are not good?) I change 
my counsel altogether.! If not goocj, do not hold 
them fast; t beseech you do not carry them 
with you through the journey of life ! Do not, 
I entreat you, as you value your precious souls, 
fdo not carry them with you down to the grave, 
nor up to the judgment bar, lest God look upon 
I you, and you wither away! lest God frown 
upon you, and you perish for ever ! 



SERMON XII. 



IDLENESS BEPBOVED. 

And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing 
idle, and saith unto them, whj stand ye here all the daj idle 7^ 
Mattbew zz. 6. 

It was foretold of our blessed Saviour, that he 
should open his mouth in parables, and we 
find that it was oftentimes in this way that he 
instructed his friends and silenced his ene- 
mies. The parable of the householder, like 
that of the prodigal son, is of a national char- 
acter, and was primarily designed to repre- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



318 BSTITAL SERMONS* 

sent the Jewish and "the Gentile nations^ and to 
to exhibit the goodness and the sovereignty of 
God. By the vineyard we are to understand 
the church of God. By the householder the 
head of the church. By the labourers hired 
early in the morning, we may understand 
those brought in, in the patriarchal age. By 
those hired at the third,'sixth, and ninth hours, 
those Iwrought in under the ministry of Moses, 
Samuel, and John the Baptist; arid by those 
hired at the eleventh hour, the Gentiles arfe 
evidently intended, who were brought in at 
that* period of the world commonly denoriii- 
nated the last days. By accommodation, and 
for important practical purposes, we may take 
this view of the subject. By the vineyard we 
may understand as before, the church of God. 
By the householder the head of the church, 
whilst by the day we may understand the sea- 
son of grace allotted to us in this world, and 
by the different hours in which the labourers 
were hired, we may understand the different 
periods in which sinners are converted and 
brought into the bosom of the church. Taking 
this view of the parable we wish 

I. To point out those wjio are spiritually 
idle, and 

II. Mention those who have probably reach- 
ed the eleventh hour. 

I. Point out those who are spiritually idle. 
To determine this matter, we need only inquire, 
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what is that great business which we have ta 
attend to in this world; and then it will, of 
course, follow as a- necessary consequence^ that 
those who are neglecting this grand concern, 
are, and ought to be, numbered with those who 
are spiritually idle. And now, my brethren, 
what is this great concern? Rest assured, God 
Almighty never sent us into this world merely 
that we tnight plant, and build, and buy and 
sell, and get gain, and then go and sleep an 
everlasting sleep in the grave! How nmch less 
did he send us into this world, that we might 
run the' round of worldly pleasure, and feshion, 
and sin, and folly, and then drop into the pit 
which has no bottom! Ovno! Man has an 
immortal soul, and a higher destiny awaits 
him. He is to prepare for another and a better 
world. ' According to the Scriptures there is a 
heaven. O heaven^ sweet heaven! The pur-» 
chase of a Saviour's blood ! the Christian's rest! 
the pilgrim's home ! the dwelling place of love, 
of glory, and of God ! The patriarchs axe there, 
the prophets are there, the martyrs are there> 
our blessed Saviour is there, aye, and. all who 
have fallen asleep in Jesus, are there ! O hea- 
ven, sweet heaven ! the loveliest and most de- 
sirable place in all the empire of the great God ! 
This being the ease, our grea^ business on earth 
is so to live, and act in such a manner, that hav- 
ing glorified God in our day and generation, we 
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may, when death comes, have nothing to do 
but to die, to fall asleep in Jesus, and wake 
up in that holy and happy world ; and there be 
with God and his angels for ever and ever! 
Yes, my brethren, this is our great business on 
earth, and, in comparison with it, every thing 
else dwindles into perfect insignificance; for 
" what is a man profited if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?" And now, let 
it be remarked, there are two things which 
constitute essential parts of this business of 
preparation for heaven, viz: repentance to- 
ward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ. . 

1. We must repent of onr sins. — ^This was 
the burden of John the Baptist ; with this doc- 
trine our Saviour commenced his ministry, and 
you recollect the language of Paul upon Mars 
Hill, — " The times of this ignorance," says he, 
" God winked at, " but now commandeth all 
men every where to repent." And for this he 
assigns a sjibstantial reason; " for," <x)ntinues 
he, " God hath appointed a day wherein he 
will judge the world in righteousness." And, 
you recollect, that when some told our Saviour 
of certain Galileans, whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices, he replied, " Think 
ye that these Galileatis were sinners above all 
the Galileans, because they suffered such 
things? I tell you nay, but except ye repent, 
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ye shall all likewise perish." How sweeping 
is this language! "Except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish." He comes as it were, to 
the rich man rolling in aflBiuence, and says: 
Thinkest thou, O rich man, that thy wealth on 
earth will plead for thee in the day of judg- 
ment ? I tell thee nay, " but except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish." He comes to the poor 
man, struggling with adversity, and says: 
Thinkest thou, O poor man, that thy trials on 
earth will exempt thee in the day of reckon- 
ing? I tell thee nay, " but except ye repent, ye 
ghall all likewise perish." He comes also to the 
man of silvery locks, and says: Thinkest thou, 
aged man^ that thy silvery locks will stand thee 
instead at the bar of thy Maker? I tell thee 
nay, " but except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish." Aye, and he comes to the young man, 
and the young maiden, who have the freshness 
of youth upon them, and says : Thinkest thou, 
O vain youth, that the dew of thy youth .will 
plead for thee, in the day of final accounts? I 
tell thee nay, " but except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish." I repeat it, the language is 
sweeping — all have sinned, says the Apostle, 
and therefore all. must repent, or there is no 
such thing as entering the heavenly world. 
The Bible settles the matter, and we see that it 
must be so in the very nature of the case ; for, 
suppose the sinner to enter heaven in an im- 
penitent state, what would h^ do there? Ceiv 
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tainly he would justify himself, and condemn 
his Maker. He would plant the standard of 
revolt " hard by the throne of God," and teach 
lessons of rebellion to the loy^l and happy ones 
in glory. The thought is horrible. The case 
then is doubly clear, that where God is, the im- 
penitent sinner cannot come ; where heaven is, 
the impenitent sinner can have no place ! These 
things being so, repentance forming an essen- 
tial part of the business of preparation for hear 
ven, it is important that we know what true 
repentance is. It implies a conviction of sin. 
Serious thought is not enough ; we must fisel 
that we are sinners, and great sinners, in the 
sight of God, and that it is of his mercies that 
we have not been consumed. Moreover, true 
repentance implies sorrow of heart that we have- 
sinned against a Being so good and great — and 
especially that we have so long slighted and 
rejected a dying Saviour. Besides, in true re- 
pentance, there is always a settled purpose to 
forsake our sins and turn from all our evil 
ways. Believe me, brethren, this work of repent- 
ance is a deep work. It takes hold upon the 
heart, and revolutionizes alt the fedings of the 
soul. We must repent, not like the hypocriti- 
cal Ephraimites, who howled indeed upon 
their beds, but cried not unto God in their 
hearts — ^nor like th^ king of Egypt, who re- 
pented whilst the mighty thunderings were 
sounding in his ears, but who, so soon as they 
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were hushed, sinned on as before — ^nor like 
the unhappy Judas, who legally repented, and 
then went and hanged himtelf. No! but we 
must repent like a David, who offered to God 
the sacrifice of a broken heart and a contrite 
spirit. We must repent like the prodigal, who 
said, "I will arise and go to my father, and 
say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son, make me as one 
of thy hired servants;" and who arose and 
did accordingly. In short, we must repent 
like the publican, who, *' standing afar off, 
would not so much sus lift up his eyes to hea- 
ven, but smote upon his breast, saying, Grod 
be merfciful to me a sinner." And now per- 
mit me to ask each one in this assembly, re- 
spectfully, have you repented? You have shed 
many tears, it may be, but not one for your 
sins. You have heaved many sighs, but per* 
haps not one for your sins. And you have felt 
many a pang, but not cme for your sins. Is 
this so? Alas! you have neglected one of the 
essential parts of the business of preparation 
for heaven. You are numbered with those 
who are spiritually idle; and what if the an- 
gel of death touch you, in your present state? 
Alas! you are undone! gone for ever! But 

2. We must believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. — ^This is another essential part of the 
business of preparation, for heaven. You re- 
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collect that when certain ones aisked our Sa- 
viour what they should do to work the wprk 
of God, he replied, " This is the work of God, 
that ye believe in him whom he hath sent" 
And so important and so essential is this, that 
the Saviour himself says, " He that believeth 
not shall be damned." And now, what is it 
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ? There 
need be no diflSculty. Understanding the way 
of salvation, through a crucified Saviour, and 
approving of that way, we are cordially to ac- 
cept of it, thanking Qod for his unspeakable 
gift. But as so much has been said about his- 
torical faith, temporary faith, saving faith, and 
the like, it may be proper for us to examine 
the matter a little further. Faith, I would de- 
fine to be, the belief of the testimony of God in 
general, having special reference to Christ as 
the sinner's only hope, or in other language, 
it is simply to take God at his word. In the 
eleventh chapter of Paul's Epistle to the He- 
brews, we find numerous exemplifications of 
the nature of faith. For example : " By faith 
Noah, being warned of God of things not seen 
as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to 
the saving of his house." God had said unto 
Noah, " The end of all flesh is come before 
me, for the earth is filled with violence through 
them, and behold I vdll destroy them with 
the earth; make thee an ark; and behold 1, 
even I do bring a^ flood of waters upon the 
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earth, to destroy all flesh wherein is the breath 
of life from under heaven, but with thee will 
I establish my covenant, and thou shalt come 
into the ark, thou and thy sons, thy wife, and 
thy sons' wives with thee." Now Noah be- 
lieved, in his heart, that it really would be jjist 
as God had said, and he acted accordingly. 
This was faith, in relation to this matter. Let 
a similar faith be exercised in relation to Christ, 
and the soul is saved. For example, it is writ- 
ten. Behold I lay in Zion, for a foundation, 
a stone, a tried stone, a precious comer-stone, 
a sure foundation, and he that believeth in him 
shall not be ashamed.* Now, let the sinner 
venture his soul on this naked promise of a 
God that cannot lie. Let him take God at his 
word, and put him upon his honour, and he 
exercises that faith which will assuredly land 
the soul in glory. The illustration of Cecil is 
inv point — ^it is substantially this : Coming into 
his house one day, he saw his little girl amus- 
ing herself with some beautiful beads: wish- 
ing to teach her the nature of faith, he said, 
" My daughter, throw those beads into the 
fire." O ! how could the little girl throw her 
pretty beads into the fire? And as she was 
hesitating, her father added, " My daughter, 
throw those beads into the fire, and you shall 
not lose by it." The little girl looked in her 

* Compare Isaiah xxviii. 16, with Romans ix. 33. 
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father's face, to see if he was in gocnl earnest: 
convinced of this, she made a desperate effort, 
and threw her beads into the fire. The next 
day he went out and bought a numbei* of beau- 
tiful articles, likely to please a girl of her age, 
and coming in, with a pleasant countenance, 
said, " My daughter, your father makes you a 
present this morning of this box and all it 
contains." " What," said she, " all these beau- 
tiful things mine, papa?". " Yes, my dear, this 
is your father's present this morning." " What, 
all these beautiful things mine?" — ^Almost too 
good to be true! And now, whilst her eyes 
were sparkling with delight, and her little 
heart was dancing for joy, her father said, 
" My daughter, do not you recollect, yester- 
day I said, Throw those beads into the fire, 
and you shall not lose by it?" " Yes, papa." 
*' Well, have you lost any thing by it now ?" 
*' O ! no, papa," said she, " no indeed !" " Now,'' 
replied he, "I have done this to show you 
what faith is. The Bible says. Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and. you shall not lose by 
it Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved." 

How perfectly simple faith is ! I repeat it, 
it is just to take God at his word, and put him 
upon hi» honour. A man dreamed once, (I 
care nothing about dreams, but I like illus- 
trations,) — ^a man dreamed once that he was 
going along in the broad road, and Satan was 
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dragging him down to hell : alarmed, he cried 
for help, and suddenly one appeared in a lovely 
form, and said, " Follow me !'' Immediately 
Satan, vanished; and in his dream the man 
thought he followed the heavenly one in a 
straight and narrow way, unil he came to a 
river, where he saw no bridge. Pointing in a 
certain direction, the angel said, "Pass over 
that bridge." — "I see no bridge," said the man. 
" Yes there is a bridge, and you must pass over 
it, for there is no other, and heaven is beyond." 
Looking more narrowly, the dreamer saw what 
appeared to be a hair extending from oae bank 
of the river to the other bank. " Pass over on 
that," said the angel. "O, how can I?" said 
the man, " it is too slender, and cannot sustain 
me." — ^*^ It will sustain you. I am from above, 
I lie not, and I give you my word it will sus- 
tain you." And now, whilst the man was 
trembling and afraid to venture, he thought 
that Satan again seized upon him to drag him 
down to helL Urged by necessity, he put his 
foot upon tiie bridge, slender as it appeared, 
and found it solid plank — a substantial bridge, 
and he went over safely, and entered shouting 
into the heavenly world. — Now the avirakened 
sinner, imder divine influences, is brought, so 
to speak, to the bank of the river. Heavcoi is 
beyond. He asks how he can reach that happy 
world. He is told he must believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and, he shall be saved; but this 
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promise is not enough ; it appears only as the 
hair extended from one bank of the river to 
the other bank. The sinner wants something 
more substantial ; but this is the bridge which 
must take him over, and there is no other. 
And slender as the bridge of divine promise 
may appear in his eyes, only let him venture 
upon it, and he shall know that it is strong 
enough to sustain millions. Some persons 
stumble at the simplicity of the way of salva- 
tion. There is np occasion, for every thing 
that God does is marked with simplicity. 
What man does is apt to be complicated; but 
in union with wisdom and grandeur, a beauti- 
ful simplicity reigns throughout all the works 
of God. Suppose, my friends, you and I had 
the lighting up of the world — ^what a compli- 
cated machinery we would have. How many 
ten thousand lamps would we make use of! 
and the world by these would not be well 
lighted up after all. But God proposes to 
light up the world, and only see ! One bril- 
liant sun, like an urn of overflowing light, 
pours day upon the world ; better, infinitely bet* 
ter, than all our lamps. Even so, if all the 
ministers on earth, aye, and if all the angels in 
heaven should unite their efforts to save one 
sinner from the damnation of hell, it would be 
all in vain. But thank God, one loving, dear, 
dying Christ can save millions— can save all 
who will come unto God through him. Hence 
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this language of the Saviour himself-^* As Mo- 
ses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of njan be lifted up, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life.'' And as many are apt to 
stumble at the simplicity of this way of salva^ 
tion, the Saviour comes^over the same ground 
again, substantially, in th^ very next verse — 
"For," continues he, " God, so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that who* 
soever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." In the next verse the 
same idea is, with some change of phraseology, 
presented a third time, and in the following 
verse even a fourth time. This is remarkable, 
and it seems to speak this language: — Ye sons 
of men, marvel not at the. simplicity of the way 
of salvation. This is the way-^— this is the way ! 
Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ ond thou shalt 
be saved. And, to crown the matter, how clear 
and easily understood is the Saviour's illustra- 
tion in reference to the brazen serpent. The 
children of Israel were bitten by fiery serpentSw 
The venom, was deadly. Moses could not heal 
them; the elders of Israel could not heal them; 
nor could they heal themselves. God alone 
could meet the case. In the plenitude of his 
mercy he directs Moses to prepare a brazen 
serpent, and place it upon a pole in the midst 
of the camp; and was pleased to pledge his 
veracity that. those who, when bitten, would 

22 
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look, shoukl live, ^ere is an Israelite bitten. 
He is in the most remote part of the camp, 
writhing in i^ny upon the ground. ^' O send 
for Moses," says he, "«end for the elders." 
They come, and ask what is the matter ? " O 
Moses," replies he, "a serpent has bitten me, 
I am in agony, I am djring ! O help me !" "I 
can 't help you," say^ Moses. " Elders of Is- 
rael ! for pity's sake help a dying man !" " We 
<5an 't help you," say they. " Wdl, what is to 
be done, must I die ?" " Certainly not There 
is no necessity," says Moses. " Yonder is the 
brazen serpent, placed iq>on the pole for this 
very purpose, that those who are bitten, on 
looking, should lire." Now the man, seeing .that 
Moses cannot cure him, nor the elders, nor can 
he cure himself — convinced that this is the last 
resort, the only remedy, turns his dying eyes 
upon the brazen serpent, mid springing up, ex- 
claims-*-" Glory be to God, I am cured ! I am 
a sound man!" Now, says the Saviour — "As 
Moses lifted up the serpent in thfe wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up, 
that whosoever belie veth in him shall not per- 
ish, but have eternal life." And this faUs in 
with another passage of Scripture: — "Loc^ 
unto me and be ye saved, all ye ends of the 
earth, for I am Godj and there is none else." 
Yes, my brethren, a crucified Saviour is the 
sinner's only hope. One look of faith at this 
bleeding victim, and you are converted ! One 
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look of feiith, and your sins are all forgiven ! 
Aye, one look of fedth at this great atoning 
sacrifice, and the universe is changed in rela- 
tion to you, and over you there are shoutings 
in the heavenly world — "The dead is alive 
again, and the lost is found." But you say, 
perhaps, that you do not understand what is 
meant by this look; I will give an illustration. 
Here is a stripling; a strong man has seized 
upon him, and threatens to take his life. The 
stripling cannot cope with this strong man, he 
wants his father, who is a stronger man, to 
come to his relief He looks, and sees his fa-^ 
ther in the distance. You can understand that 
look. Only cast such a look toward the blessed 
Saviour, and so sure as the Bible is true, you 
will teach at last the heavenly world, and there 
a crown of glory shall rest upon your head. 
And now remember, this exercise of faith in 
Christ is indispensably necessary. It forms 
an essential part of the business of preparation 
for heaven, for the sum and substance of all that 
the Bible says upon the subject is this — " Be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt 
be saved; but he that belie veth not shall be 
damned." And here I would rematk, if you 
wish to know whether your faith is of the right 
kind, you must try it by the Bible test. To 
you that believe, mjs Peter, He, that is, 
Christ, is precious. Yes, the genuine be- 
liever has new views of Christ as a suitable' 
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and most precious Saviour. And whereas the 
blessed Saviour was to him before as a root out 
of a dry ground, without .form or comeliness — 
he is now the rose of Sharon and the lily of 
the valley. Yea, the chiefest among ten thou- 
sand, and the one altogether lovely ; and -he can 
enter into the feelings of the poet who says, 

" O, could I speak the matchless worth ; 
O, could I souud fhy glories forth 
Which in my Saviour shine ! 
I'd soar and touch the heavenly strings, 
And vie with Gabriel, while he sings. 
In notes almost divine P' 

These things being so, if there be any who 
love not the Lord Jesus, who have never felt 
their need of him— in other words, who have 
never received him in the arms of a confiding 
and appropriating faith, let all such know that 
they have neglected an essential part of the 
great business which they must attend to in 
this world, or never enter heaven. However 
active and industrious they may be in relation 
to the things of this world, they have neglected 
the great concern, and must be enrolled 
amongst the spiritually idle — and to them I 
would say, "Why stand ye here all the day 
idle?" But this leads me 

II. To point out those who have probably 
reached the eleventh hour. — It is well known 
that the Jews, in ancient times, divided their 
day into twelve hours. The third hout being 
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about nine o'clock; the sixth, noon; the ninth, 
about three o'clock, p. m . ; and of course the 
eleventh hour was near the closing of the day. 
If we may be permitted to make a correspond- 
ing division of the day of grace, doubtless there 
are some present who have reached the third 
hour, some the sixth, some the ninth, and some 
the eleventh hour. We cannot say who have 
positively reached either of these periods, but 
we wish to point out those who have probably 
reached the last, the eleventh hour. 

1. Those advanced in age. — ^This is a clear 
case, for their hoary locks, their increasing in- 
firmities, and the dimness passing over their 
eyes plainly show, that with them the third hour 
is gone, the sixth hour is passed, even the ninth 
hour is rolled away, and the eleventh is come ! 
Aged sinner ! your sun is near its setting, the 
shadows of evening are lengthening around 
you, your eleventh hour is come ! Have you 
never yet entered the vineyard ? O how much 
precious time have you wasted ! How very long 
you have been perilling the salvation of your 
soul ! And are you still neglecting the great 
business ? the grsuid concern ? O how criminal 
and dangerous is this neglect! " Why stand ye 
here all the day idle ?" But, 

2. Those whose health is failing have also 
probably reached the eleventh hour. — I know 
very well, that diseases are not always the im- 
mediate harbingers of death, but frequently 
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Ihey are. Our Saviour, it is true, said of a 
Lazarus, when he was sick, this sickness is 
not unto death; but who can approach any one 
on earth, whose health is now impaired, and 
use that language ? Ah ! could we look into the 
rolls of heaven, and know the number of months 
appointed unto them, we would perhaps have 
to say, at least of some of them, as the Prophet 
said of Benhadad when he was Kick: "The 
Lord hath showed me that thou shalt surely 
die !" There may be a fever just beginning to 
revel in the veins, that is to land this one in 
the house appointed for all living ! And there 
may be a slight cold now falling upon the lungs 
which is to wrap that one in the winding sheet 
before many more months shall have rolled 
away! The healthful may die, and suddenly 
too, but those whose health is impaired, seem 
to be already summoned! "Why stand ye 
here all the day idle?" 

In casting my eye over this large congr^a- 
tion, I see many who are in the morning of life, 
aiKi many too, who, although not young, are 
nevertheless in strong and vigorous health, and 
they may be flattering themselves with the idea 
that it is quite early in the day with them yet. 
If the third hour is gone, surely it is not be- 
yond the sixth, or at the utmost the ninth hour ! 
My dear brethren, be not too cgnfident in thi^ 
matter. Where is your grave-yard ? Let us pay 
it a brief visit. Ah! what do we there see? 
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Long graves and short graves! and graves of 
every kind! Yes ! there hoary age and beard- 
less youth sleep side by side ! Suppose all in 
this sanctuary should now withdraw, and all 
the dead in the neighbouring grave-yards 
should rise up out of their graves, and, wmpped 
in their winding sheet, should fill this house-^ 
what kind of a congregation, in relation to 
age, would it be? Very much I suspect like 
the present assembly. Here we might see 
some patriarchal man, with his locks silvery 
with age; there a venerable matron fetr ad- 
vanced in the vale of life ; here we might see a 
youthful husband, and there the wife of his 
youth. In another part of the church, we 
might see a promising son, just ripening into 
manhood ; and there a daughter, and a lovely 
one, just turned of sixteen ! whilst in that pew 
we might see a child, the pride of doating pa- 
rents; and there a sweet little babe whom 
angels sung to rest ! And here, too, where I 
stand, we might see a Rodgers or a Wesley, 
bending under the load of age— or a Spencer, 
or a Lamed, vigorous in youthM days. 

Ah! my brethren, the congregation of the 
dead is very much like the congr^ation of the 
living. It embraces persons of every age, and 
every sex. Young men and maidens, old men 
and children, they all do lie down together in 
the dust, and the worms do cover them. Sup- 
pose then,, you are in good health, aini even 
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young, you are not sure — ^you cannot be, that 
your eleventh hour has not yet come. Whilst 
with some the period of life on earth is long 
and extended as a summer's day, -with others 
it is short and contracted as a day in mid-win- 
ter. Sometimes the sun of life goes down at 
noon, and sometimes even whilst the dew is 
yet upon the ground. And whilst in some 
cases life gradually fades away, as the fleecy 
cloud which imperceptibly melts away on the 
azure sky, sometimes it vanishes like the me- 
teor, which for a few moments plays along the 
edge of a tempest, and then is gone. O ! how 
uncertain is life! We may compute the length 
of any natural day, but we cannot tell the 
length of any day of life. We can tell the 
very minute when yonder sun will set, but we 
cannot tell the hour, nor the month, nor the 
year, when the sun of life will go down, hence 
the language of the Saviour, "Be ye also 
ready, for in such an hour as ye think not, 
the Son of man cometh." Then be not too 
sure that your eleventh hour has not arrived. 
But suppose you knew precisely when your 
life on earth would terminate. Suppose it 
were reduced to a certainty that you should 
attain three-score years and ten, even in that 
case you could not say that your eleventh hour 
has not arrived. And here I now bring for- 
ward one of the most awful doctrines found in 
all the sacred volume. It is this — ^that the 
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day of grace is not always as long as the day 
of life. " My Spirit," says God, " shall not 
always strive with man." " Ephraim is joined 
to his idols, let him alone." Paul speaks of 
some who were given over to a hard heart, and 
a reprobate mind ; and, with regard to others 
he says, " God shall send them strong delu- 
sion, that they should believe a lie : that they 
all might be damned who believed not the 
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." 
2 Thess. ii. 11, 12. The idea is this, that 
some on account of their sins, are judicially 
hardened. Having grieved the Spirit, he takes 
his departure ; and left to themselves they be- 
come incorrigible, past feeling, and past hope. 
But how shall we find out when their day of 
grace is drawing to a close? As there are cer- 
tain symptoms which indicate the closing- of 
the natural day, even so there are certain 
symptoms which, to say the Ifeast, seem to 
give awful indications that the day of grace is 
drawing to a close. We do not pretend to de- 
cide upon any individual case. We make ge- 
neral remarks, and we do it to sound a sea- 
sonable alarm in the ears of those who are still 
idle, although they have too much reason to 
fear that their day of grace is winding up. 

(1.) When the natural day is drawing to a 
close, the heat abates, and the chilling influ- 
ence of approaching night is felt. — Even so, 
when the day of grace is drawing to a close, 
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the warmth of religions feeling subsides, and 
the chilling, freezing, deadening influence of 
sin, comes over the soul. O ! if they are any 
present who were once excited on the subject 
of religion; who, at some past period, when 
they mused upon their lost condition, had the 
fire to burn within, but have now a cold heart, 
and have lost all concern about their future 
salvation, they have awful reason to fear that 
they have grieved the Spirit, and that he is 
now leaving them, it may be for ever ! Yes, if 
after having been blessed with awakening in- 
fluences, their hearts have become cold and 
worldly minded, they have now but too much 
reason to fear that with them the third hour is 
gone ! — ^the sixth hour is gone! — ^the ninth hour 
rolled away! — and that the eleventh hour is 
come. " Why stand ye here all the day idle V* 
(2.) When the natural day is drawing to a 
close, light diminishes and darkness begins to 
steal over the face of creation. — ^Thus, about 
the eleventh hour of the day of grace, spiritual 
light grows dim, and judicial darkness thickens 
upon the soul. The illuminations of the Di- 
vine Spirit frequently issue in the sound con- 
version of the soul unto God; sometimes, how- 
ever, they do not They make visible the 
strait gate and narrow way, but being resisted, 
the sinner after all is left to perish in his sin. 
This is truly an awful case, for, according to 
the Apostle Peter, it were better not to have 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



RE^TTAL SERMONS. S39 

known the ^zj of life, than after we have 
known it to turn from the holy command- 
ment. Yes, it were better never to have had 
the illuminations of the Spirit, than after we 
have had them, to have the shades of spi- 
ritual death to fall upon the soul; for, in ad- 
dition to other sins laid to the charge of such 
persons, they will have to answer for quench- 
ing the Spirit. Are there not some present 
who can recollect the time when they had 
comparatively clear views of the value of the 
soul, the importance of religion, and the ne- 
cessity of the Saviour? How is it now? Have 
these things faded upon the view? Are they 
in a great measure hidden from their eyesT 
Alas! their case is an alarming one. They 
have reason to fear that their day of grace is 
drawing to a close! — that the third hour is 
gone! — and the sixth hour gone! — and the 
ninth hour is also rolled away ! — and that the 
eleventh hour is come! O! ye loiterers! ye 
who are procrastinating and putting off to 
some future period, the claims of God and 
eternity — ^you have much reason to wake up 
and bestir yourselves, for your sun seems in- 
deed to be going down, and the shadows oi 
evening lengthening around you. "Why 
stand ye here all the day idle?" 

(3.) Once more: — ^When the natural day is 
drawing to a close, labourers are becoming 
weary of labour, and are more disposed to 
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sit down, lie down, and slumber and sleep, than 
to toil and labour any more. — ^Just so it is. with 
the spiritual idler about the close of the day 
of grace. Sometimes persons, during revivals, 
and at other times too, when under awakening 
influences, are greatly roused, take a lively in- 
terest in rehgious matters — set a great value 
upon all the means of grace — ^are willing, if 
necessary, to walk many miles to church, and 
that through rain, through mud and mire — 
and are willing, moreover, to be personally 
conversed with on the subject of religion. Af- 
ter awhile, however, these persons begin to 
lose their interest in all such matters — ^begin 
to absent themselves from the house of God — 
complain that the sermon is too long, and the 
preacher too plain. And^ like certain ones in 
the times of Amos the prophet, are ready to 
say of the Sabbath — " O what a weariness it 
is! when will the SStbbath be gone, that we 
may sell corn and set forth wheat?" Amos 
viii. 6. Moreover, if a pious friend speaks to 
them on the subject of religion, they have no 
relish for such conversation, and are ready to 
say, "Let me alone." Alas! the case is clear; 
such have grieved the Spirit of God; he is 
withdrawing his quickening influences, and 
the consequence is, religion is becoming irk- 
some, and. all its duties tiresome; and having 
lost the interest which they once felt in reli- 
gious matters, they would now much rather 
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lie down in spiritual sloth, and slumber and 
sleep in • carnal security, than labour tq enter 
into the promised land. Are there any in this 
house whom this picture suits? I solemnly de- 
clare I would not be in their case for a thou- 
sand worlds, for they have awful reason to fear 
that the shades of night are gathering around 
them, even the shades of that "long, dark, 
dark night, which has no morn beyond it, and 
no star." O ! it is a dreadful thing to be aban- 
doned of the Spirit, and to be given over to a 
hard heart and a reprobate mind! And yet 
there is such a thing as the day of grace 
closing before death comes. How awful the 
thought! Whilst the sinner is in the midst 
of his sins, and in the midst of health, too, 
the sentence may go forth against him-^ 
"Ephraim is joined to his idols, let him alone;" 
and then, although yet on earth, he is sealed 
over to wrath. Passing along the road you 
look over the fence and see an old field; the 
trees, cut down, are lying upon the ground, 
and rotting there. This may represent the 
sinner, cut down by the hand of death, his 
body laid in the grave, and his soul sunk 
deeper than the grave. Passing along you 
see another old field. The trees are not 
cut down, it is true, but none are alive: 
although standing, they are all dead. Their 
branches are dry, and there is no foliage there. 
How is this? The axeman has girdled them; 
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the showers descend and the winds of heav^i 
pass over them; their branches rattle in the 
breeze, but there is no verdure, no foliage any 
more. O, procrastinating sinner! remember, 
Ood may girdle you this day; and should he 
do it, I tell you the truth, it will be all over 
with you for ever. Hence this language of 
Scripture, " Woe also to them when I depart 
from them," saith the Lord. Hos. ix. 12. In 
such a case, aU the moral and religious sensi- 
bilities of the soul are deadened. The heart 
becomes like rock, like adamant. As the dead 
man feels not the burning of the coal lodged in 
his bosom, and as the flinty rock feek not the 
softening influences of the showers of heaven, 
so it is with the sinner when his day of grace 
is brought to a close. He is past feeling and 
past hope. Have any persons present, then, 
any reason whatever to believe that the ele- 
venth hour is come with them? Surely it is 
high time for them to wake up — ^to enter the 
vineyard, and dilig^itly to prepare for a better 
world. "Why stand ye here all the day idle?" 
Having pointed out those who are spiritually 
idle, and those who have probably reached the 
eleventh hour, suffer me now to expostulate 
and conclude, f O, ye who have neglected the 
great concern, and have suffered so much of 
your day of grace to pass away unimproved, 
" why stand ye here all the day idle ?" What 
reason can you give? Have you no souls? or is 
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• 

it a matter of no consequeiice to you whether 
they be happy or miserable, saved or damned, 
in the world to come? Have you spent the 
third, sixth, and ninth hour in idleness, and 
will you spend in the same way the eleventh 
also? What! this little remnant of the day of 
grace, which through mercy yet remains to 
you, will you spend that in idleness also? Will 
you approve of this upon a dying bed ? Will 
you justify it amid the thunders of the last 
great day? O, tell me, then, "Why stand ye 
here all the day idle?") 

Do you say that no one has invited you? 
What! no pious friend, no mother, no sister, 
no companion, no minister, no man of God? 
Can you say this? My brother, beloved pastor 
of this church, have you never invited them ? 
O yes, I am sure you have most affectionately, 
and most earnestly, and may I not almost add, 
times and ways without number ! Can you not 
recollect, my friends, how on such an occasion 
this man of God entered the sacred desk, hav- 
ing unusual solemnity depicted in his coun- 
tenance. You recollect he took his text, and 
reasoned concerning righteousness, temperance, 
and a judgment to come; as he proceeded he 
waxed warm. He filled his mouth with argu- 
ments; he brought the high claims of God and 
eternity to bear powerftdly upon the under- 
standing, the <M)nscience, and the heart. And 
what was this? It was my brother's plan of 
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inviting you to ejnter into the vineyard; and 
when he saw that you were unaffected, the 
man of God wept ! O how sacred are the tears 
of the faithful and affectionate pastor, weeping 
over thpse of his charge who refuse to attend 
to the great concern! It is the spirit of the 
prophet, who said. If ye will not hear, my 
soul shall weep in secret places for your pride. 
Yea it is the Spirit of the blessed Jesus him- 
self, who beheld the city and wept over it, say- 
ing, " If thou hadst known, even thou, at least 
in this thy day, the things which make for thy 
peace, but now they are hidden from thine 
eyes." But to proceed : When my brother saw 
that his reasonings were not regarded, and that 
his arguments produced no impression, you 
recollect he changed his voice, and, so to speak, 
taking you by the hand, he led you to the gate 
of the celestial city, and pointing out the glories 
and the joys of that happy world, and that you 
might finally have a happy entrance there, he 
urged you to attend to the great concern. And 
when he saw you still careless — again the man 
of God wept ! What a loud call was this from 
your beloved pastor, to enter into the vineyard ! 
But this was not all : when he saw you careless 
still, he was ready to give up and retire in des- 
pondency; but the thought of the value of 
your precious souls, and his own responsibility, 
roused him to make yet another effort. In his 
description, he led you to the borders of the pit; 
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he drew asade the curtain ; he pointed out to 
you the world of wo, and caused you to hear, 
id& it were, the wailings of those who had lost 
their day, and were now crying out in anguish, 
^' The harvest is past, the summer is ended, aad 
we are not saved." And what was this, but 
another effort of my brcdher to rouse you, and 
to press you to enter into the vineyard ? What ! 
IK) one invited you? Yes, methinks your pious 
father did ; and it was in a solemn hour ! It 
was on a dying bed ! Some one told you that 
your father was very ill, and vnshed to see 
you ! You trembled, and hastened to obey the 
summons; with solemn feelings you entered 
the door of his chamber. The ourtains were 
down ! the room was darkened ! Silence and 
grief reigned there 1 Silence, still as the grave, 
except broken by the light footsteps of those 
who passed gently over the carpeted floor ; or 
the low whisperings of those who marked the 
sad symptoms of approaching death, or, pw-^ 
chance, broken by the hard breathing of the 
one who was now drawing near his end ! With 
a trembling heart, you apjaroached the bed-side 
of your dying parent. He saw you, and look 
you by the hand. His hand was cold as clay, 
and the sweat of death wz& upon his pale brow1 
He pressed your hand, and lookied you in like 
face. CJan you over !fiMrget that look ? It spoke 
volumes ! He widied to speak, but he waB^rery 
feeble — again he pressed your haoid, an4 Sdid^ 

23 
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"God bless you, my child ! Meet me in hea- 
ven!" Then, looking up, he said, " Precious 
Saviour, I am ready now ! Come, Lord Jesus ! 
come quickly!" And while you were looking 
on, he ceased to breathe, and was with his God ! 
And was this no call ? O yes, you have received 
a call from the very threshold of heaven — aye, 
and from one who loved you, and longed to 
meet you in that happy world. How can you, 
then, say that no one has invited you ? ** Why 
stand ye here all the day idle ?" 

Do you say that the work is too great? I 
know it is too great for your imaided strength, 
but you may obtain strength from on high. 
Yes, there is a power divine, which stands 
ready to afford all needful aid. This power 
has sufficed for many. It may suffice for you. 
There is not a want in the sinner but there is 
a corresponding fulness in the blessed Saviour. 
Fear not, says this heavenly friend to the 
trembling soul — ^fear not, I will help thee, I 
will strengthen thee, yea, I will uphold thee 
by the right hand of my righteousness. 

Perhaps you think the work is so easy it 
may be accomplished at any time, even in 
your last moments. To be sure it might, if 
God should then give you grace. But are you 
sure that he will? Is it likely? When you 
have given the best of your days to the service 
of the devil, is it reasonable to suppose that 
God will accept of the dregs? ! how many 
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a poor sinner is snatched away without warn- 
ing. How many go delirious to their graves. 
And how many, if not delirious, are racked 
with pain. How many are stupid. How many 
are too feeble to bear any excitement; and 
how many are purely under the influence of 
fear. O ! how unwise, and O ! how perilous it 
is to put oflF to the last moment that which 
should engage our first and most serious txm- 
cern? I could tell you of some death-bed 
scenes, but I spare you. " Why stand ye here 
all the day idle?" 

Do you say that the householder is not will- 
ing to receive you? " Say unto them, as I 
live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked, but that he turn 
and live. Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel ?" Say not then that 
the householder is not willing to receive you; 
at least say it not until with all your heart 
you have entreated his favour and he has 
frowned you away. 

Do you say that the reward is not enough? 
What! to have our sins forgiven, is this no- 
thing? to have our peace made with heaven, 
is this nothing? and to be adopted into the 
family of the Great God, is this nothing ? The 
reward not enough! What! when we are 
about to die, to find ourselves under the shadow 
of the Almighty. Is this nothing? To find 
ourselves encircled in the arms of everlasting 
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love, is this nothing? To find ourselves en- 
compassed by angels, and just on the wing for 
glory, is tiiis nothing? And when the soul is 
dislodged from its earthly tenem^it, to be car- 
ried by angels into Abraham's bosom — ^to hear 
the plaudit, "Well done, good and faithful. ser- 
vant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord" — 
to see the King in his beauty-^to be robed and 
crowned, and emparadised in heaven — ^and to 
be associated with the spirits of the just made 
perfect, and to live and reign with Christ in 
glory everlasting — is all this nothing? O ! my 
brethren, the rewards are the rewards of grace, 
ihey are the purchase of a Saviour's blood, 
and therefore will be rich and great beyond all 
the power of language to express, or the heart 
of man to conceive. Immortal man! lose not 
the jnize held up before you. Be up and a-do- 
ing! " Why stand ye here all the day idle?" 
OI think how much is at stake! even your 
own soul — ^your own predous soul ! O ! who 
can teU its value! Suppose this world were a 
globe of gcdd, and each star in yonder firma- 
ment a jewd of the first order, and the moon 
a diamond, ^nd the sun literally a crown of 
all created glory— kmic soul, in value, would 
outweigh them all. Here is a man standing 
on board of a vessel at sea, holding his hands 
(jfver the sides of the vessel, he is sporting 
with a jewel, woi*th a hundred thousand dcd- 
laars, and which too is all his fortune. Play- 
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ing with his jewel, he throws it up ^and 
catches it — ^throws it up and catches it! A 
friend noticing the brilliancy of the jewel, 
warns him of the danger of losing it, and tells 
him that if it slip through his fingers it goes 
down to the bottom of the deep, and can be re- 
covered no more. " O ! there is no danger," 
says he, " I have been doing this a long time, 
and you see I have not lost it yet." Again he 
throws it up, and — ^it is gone ! past recovery — * 
gone ! O ! when the man finds that his jewel 
is indeed lost, and by his own folly lost, who 
can describe his agony, as he exclaims, "I 
have lost my jewel, my fortune, my all !" O ! 
sinner, hear me, casketed in your bosom, you 
have a jewel of infinitely greater value; in 
idling away your precious time, you are in 
danger of losing that pearl of price unknown. 
In other words, neglecting the interests of your 
precious soul, you are in danger of being lost 
for ever. O ! why neglect any longer the great 
concern ? Many of your dearest friends are in 
the vineyard, why linger you without? i* Why 
stand ye here all the day idle ?" 

Well, the evening will come when the Lord 
of the vineyard will say to his steward, — 
"Call the labourers and give them their hire." 
O glorious hour! O, sweet coronation day} 
How will the labourers come ! From the east 
and from the west, from the north and from 
the south. Millions crowding upon millions! 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



860 REVIVAL SERMONS. 

Christians of every communion, and the pious 
from out of every nation under heaven. With 
what joy will they come around the heavenly 
Householder, and at his hand receive the high 
rewards of grace. Methinks with a smile he 
will reach out to them the crown — the glitter- 
ing crown ; and they will take the crown — the 
glittering crown, and sing and shout, — " O to 
grace how great a debtor !" And he will give 
the robe — ^the spotless robe ; and they will take 
the robe — ^the spotless robe, and sing and shout, 
" O to grace how great a debtor !" And now 
all heaven rings jubilee, as the ransomed of the 
Lord return and come to this heavenly Zion, 
with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
headsj(But the idlers! — ^those who all their 
lives long neglected the great concern ! — ^who 
died without repentance and without faith ! — 
where are they? Alas! they are far away! 
There is no robe for them ! no crown for them ! 
no heaven for them! They have lost their day, 
and they have lost their soul ! and now nothing 
remain* for them but thrilling remorse and 
black despair. O, my procrastinating friends ! 
you have one call mor^. It may be the call of 
the eleventh hour, and your last. Surely it is 
high time to think about eternity. It is high 
time to enter into the vineyard. Then, " Why 
stand ye here all the day idle?" 
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In the year 1835, 1 received a letter from a Christian 
brother in the state of New York, requesting my sen- 
timents on several subjects connected with protracted 
meetings, revivals, &c. to which I replied in substance 
as follows: 

Frankfort, Kentucky, 26th May, 1835. 
Dear Brother — Your communication of the 28th 
ult. came to hand in due course of mail. The subject 
of revivals or religious reformation, is certainly one 
of great importance, and should be well understood, 
more especially as there are some in the bosom of the 
Church, excellent Christians, too, who labour under 
prejudices which have a withering influence, both 
upon themselves and those around them. Having 
heard that I have acted as an Evangelist, and that 
I have been in many revivals, you wish me to state 
something of what I have seen and heard, together 
with the results of my experience and observation. 
Fifteen years of my life have been devoted to the 
duties of the pastoral office, and only about three to 
the work of an Evangelist, so called. It was chiefly 
whilst officiating in the latter capacity, that I had the 
pleasure of witnessing the varied and rich displays of 
the grace of God in the conversion of sinners; and 
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although I am again a pastor, settled amongst an 
affectionate people, whoRi I tenderly love, and to 
whom, I humbly trust, my labours have not been in 
vain in the Lord, yet I must confess, that I look back 
to the period when I acted as an Evangelist, as the 
happiest in my life, because it was the period of most 
labour and most usefulness. My plan was, (having 
obtained the approbation of the proper ecclesiastical 
bodies,) to have a series of protracted meetings, spread- 
ing over a wide extent of country, and so arranging 
matters that I might have incessant employment. 
I laboured chiefly in South Carolina and Virginia, 
but attended numerous meetings also in Florida, Ala- 
bama, Georgia, North Carolina, and Ohio. It pleased 
God in the course of three years to make me an eye 
witness of many interesting scenes; and I have sub- 
sequently inquired with much solicitude about re- 
sults, and find that there are lights and shadows — 
matter for joy and sorrow; but, tbattk God, upon the 
whole, that which is cheering, far, very far, exceeds 
that which is of an opposite character. But you wish 
me to be more particular on certain points. 

1. Mental excitement. — You ask whether it has 
usually been very strong? I answer, strong enough to 
produce deep anxiety; strong enough to extort the 
penitential cry; and, in many cases, strong enough ta 
keep the eyes wakeful through the shades of night, 
and occasion tears, and sometimes sobbing in the 
prayer-meeting and house of God. Generally speak-* 
ing, however, silence and solemnity reigned in our 
public and social meetings; and cases of disorder and 
extravagance have been very rare. In about eighty 
revivals of religion, averaging thirty converts each, I 
do not suppose there were more than eight or tea 
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Gases of outcries; and in nearly all of them order and 
stillness were immediately restored, by simply repeat- 
ing this beautiful passage of Scripture, " The Lord is 
in his holy temple, let all the earth keep silence be- 
fore him !'* 

2. Measures. — I must confess I have seen some 
things practiced which I eoald not approve. With 
regard to myself, I may have erred, but my nile has 
been to confine myself to no set of measures whatever; 
for my opinion has been and still is, that a measure 
which might be useful in one place, may be positively 
injurious in another. I have therefore varied them, 
according to times, and places, and circumstances. 
My general plan in conducting a protracted meeting 
has been this : After the first sermon, I come down 
from the pulpit, and address professors of religion, who 
are respectfully r equested to occupy the jseats Jmme- ^ 
diatelyiajront. This measure^ if you choose to terra 
it such, has usually had a remarkably happy effect* 
After the second or third sermon, come down from 
the pulpit again, and address the youth grouped in 
the same way. Sometimes, however, it has been 
found best to meet them in the lecture-room. At 
some suitable time and place, an appointment is made 
(if in town or city,) for men of business. And when 
the religious excitement is manifestly spreading and 
deepening, I have found it of very great servicis to 
have a meeting exclusively for the unconverted, Chris- 
tians being gathered together at the same time in an-* 
other place, praying. This meeting has usually been 
extremely well attended, and had scarcely ever failed 
to be crowned with a remarkable blessing. In giving 
out the notice, however, I have found it very impor- 
tant to do it properly, so as to excite curiosity, but not 
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awaken prejudice. I have been careful to give assu- 
rances that there was no intention to lay snares for 
them, but simply that they should be addressed in a 
respectful and affectionate manner. The lawyer wishes 
to see the jury whom he addresses. This is natural. 
The eye alSects the heart. And why should not the 
minister have distinctly before him the characters 
whom he wishes particularly to address ? 

When certain individuals are known to be under 
serious impressions, an invitation is sometimes given, 
on peculiarly solemn occasions, for those who are se- 
rious, and who desire an interest in the prayers of 
God's people, to come forward>or kneel at their seats. 
This measure I once did not approve, but experience 
has taught me that it has a tendency to break down 
the pride of the heart, give decision of character, en- 
courage ministers, and rouse the people of God to 
more earnest and eflfectual prayer. I am free however 
to confess, that in places where such an invitation is not 
expected, in my opinion it is not expedient. The invi- 
tation is sometimes given in the great congregation, 
but more generally in meetings of a more select and 
private character. Inquiry, or anxious meetings, have 
been found much called for, and of great benefit. 
The plan suggested by a venerable and much es- 
teemed father in our church, of inviting the serious 
to remain after sermon, may answer in some cases, 
but I confess I do not much like it, and for this simple 
reason: — when the congregation is dismissed, the cur- 
rent sets so strongly towards the door, that it is almost 
impossible to resist it. It is, I think, much better to 
have the anxious gathered together in a more private 
place, and with less observation. Before the pro- 
tracted meeting is brought to a close, it is almost my 
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invariable practice to have an appointment for chil- 
dren, from four to twelve years of age, parents also 
being particularly requested to attend. This meeting 
has proved, on almost every occasion, one of special 
interest. I have seen the attention of the dear little 
ones fixed, chained, for nearly an hour, their eyes 
sparkling with pleasure, and occasionally dimmed 
with tears ; and I have noticed that many parents 
have been reached through their children, who would, 
it seems, be reached in no other way. Simplicity will 
please little children, and will touch parents t9o. I 
confidently expect to meet in glory many parents and 
children who will praise God for ever for meetings of 
this kind. In all my plans, my aim has been to keep 
divine truth in contact with the mind as long as possi- 
ble without jading; for it is divine truth, sent home 
by the Spirit of God, that produces the effect desired, 
that accomplishes the change upon the sinner more 
glorious than the garnishing of the heavens : and I 
have observed, that by grouping classes, and diversi- 
fying addresses, the attention is oftentimes renewed, 
and the interest kept up to an extent that is really 
wonderful. Besides holding special meetings for the 
I particular classes mentioned, I have been in the habit 
of having a meeting for mothers, and I can truly say 
that such meetings have proved interesting and bene- 
ficial. 

3. With regard to the " divisions which follow in 
the churches,'^ I am happy to say I have seen or heard 
very little of this. My plan has been, from the com- 
mencement of the meeting, to inculcate the great im- 
portance of brotherly love, and to urge upon all the 
duty of possessing and manifesting a kind regard for 
each other's sentiments and feelings, and modes of 
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worship. Harmony, I may say, has characterized all 
our meetings,-and from what I have seen and known, 
I am persuaded that, in all ordinary circumstances, 
there need be no difficulty, for there is something 
beautiful and sweet in the Christian spirit; and this 
spirit is made peculiarly manifest in seasons of re- 
freshing from the presence of the Lord. Only let 
ministers avoid all uncharitable and censorious re* 
marks; let them be ever kind and conciliatory — tet 
them aim, not at building up a particular church or 
party7 but let them seek simply the glory of God in 
the conversion of sinners, and if they existed before, 
all jarrings will soon cease, and all prejudices soon 
vanish away. ' The Spirit of God working upon the 
unrenewed mind converts the lion into a lamb, the 
vulture into a dove; and shall not the same spirit 
soften down those who have already been renewed? 
With regard to Evangelists, I think in our church 
there is great occasion for them; but I would remark, 
it is matter of the last importance that they be pru- 
dent, and under the influence of a right spirit. Two 
things are indispensable: — First, that they go only 
where they are invited by the proper authorities of 
the church; and secondly, that in all things they con- 
sult the wishes, and submit to the will, of the pastor* 
I would further observe, that it is of the last import- 
ance that the evangelist should duly appreciate the 
sacredness and responsibility of the pastoral office, 
always speaking highly of the stated means of grace. 
And one main object, I think, which he should ever 
have in view, is to strengthen the reciprocal affection 
of pastor and people ; and to this end it is extremely 
desirable that every evangelist should have himself 
been a pastor. 
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4. In relation to the Press, I would say, our reli- 
gious papers render substantial aid to the cause of 
Zipn. They are of immense service, containing often- 
dmes information of an extremely valuable character, 
and circulating intelligence which comes to us, ^like 
cold water to the thirsty souL" But frequently th^ 
accoimts which are given of protracted meetings and 
revivals, are too highly coloured, aod sometimes there 
is a freedom of remark indulged in, which, to say the 
leaitf, is not good to the use of edifying. > Alas, poor 
human nature ! Every thing is stamped with imper- 
fection in this world. 

Before I close this letter, permit me to say some- 
thing on the subject of revivals in general, for there 
are many groundless prejudices. Some tell us, " they 
know not what a revival of religion means.'^ When 
we speak of the revival of commerce, or the revival -of 
learning, or the revival of a plant, the meaning is 
dearly understood* Why not, with equal ease, un- 
derstand what is meant by the revival of religion. 
^But so many persons are converted at the same 
time ! Is it not all sympathy V^ The work is the 
work of God, and surely He that originally grouped 
the stars in the firmament of heaven, can with equal 
ease, group those who are to shine as stars for ever 
a»d ever. <* But is there not a great deal of extrava- 
gance ?" No, not if the ministers axe prudent, and 
the meetings are properly conducted, and closed at 
proper hours. "Are there no individual cases of 
fanaticism? No excesses whatever ?'* Perhaps occa- 
sionaQy there may be. What then ? The excesses of 
Carlstadt, and the fanaticism of the Anabaptists of 
Germany, did much to bring the Reformation into dis- 
repute ; but where is the American, where the lover 
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of civil and religious liberty, who will not bless God 
for the glorious Reformation, notwithstanding the ex- 
cesses of Carlstadt, and the fanaticism of the Anabap- 
tists of Germany ? " But can sinners be converted so 
suddenly ?*' In every case, perhaps without excep- 
tion, they go the round to work out their own right- 
eousness before they submit to Christ; but after all, 
is not regeneration instantaneous? Is not this doc- 
trine recognized in all our standard works? Is it not 
the doctrine of the Bible ? <« But are there no spu- 
rious conversions?" There may be; and are we not 
taught to expect such things in the 13th chapter of 
Matthew? Spurious conversions! And are all pure 
gold who come into the church wheti there is no spe- 
cial excitement? Spurious conversions! A friend 
makes me a present of a bundle of bank bills in the 
hour of my necessity. On examining them, I find one 
or two counterfeit. Shall I send back the bundle and 
despise the gift? <<But does not #ie excitement soon 
cease ?'* There is no necessity for it. I have heard 
of a revival which lasted two years, another which 
lasted six years, and I think the Bible tells me of one 
which is to last a thousand years! It is our privilege 
to have not merely a shower, but a whole day's set- 
rain. Suppose, however, the positive excitement is 
not lasting, may not much good fruit nevertheless re- 
main? A refreshing shower comes in time of drought, 
and vegetation takes a start. A few days after, the soil 
is dry again. Did the shower therefore do no good? 
" But do not some of the converts, so called, fall away ?'* 
Be it so. Go into your orchard; your trees are in full 
bloom. Some of those blossoms are going to fall 
away without fruit. What then? Would you have 
no blossoms at all; or would you have only two 6t 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



APPENDIX. 359 

three blossoms this year, and two or three the next? 
According to a calculation which 1 have made, only 
about one in fifteen or twenty of those hopefully con- 
verted, fall away. And what then? Here is a revival, 
and one hundred profess conversion, but only one half 
are really converted and saved from the damnation of 
hell, and brought home to God and to glory ! Is that 
nothing? I think I have somewhere read that there 
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth. But you know how frivolous 
are the objections so frequently urged, so I need say 
nomore. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Daniel Baker. 
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INTERESTING RECOLLECTIONS. 



Facts are beautiful things, and not unfrequently 
they furnish fine illustrations of sentiments and doc- 
trines, known and believed by all who respect the 
sacred volume. In the Pastor's Journal, I have 
noticed a variety of cases related by those who were 
eye-witnesses of what they communicated; and I 
verily believe that the publication of them has proved 
to be exceedingly useful. Having myself during 
many revivals of religion, witnessed a number of very 
mteresting things, I thought it proper to make a 
record of them, some of which are now laid before 
the public, as a suitable appendage to the foregoing 
sermons, and illustrative of certain passages of Scrip- 
ture often quoted. 

ASK AND YE SHALL BECEIVE. 

1. In a certain town in Georgia, lived Mrs. M. 
a pious widow lady. She had two sons in a distant 
State, whom she had not seen for many years. They 
were thoughtless young men, and avowedly infidel 
in their sentiments. She received a letter from her 
sons promising an early visit. About this period an 
arrangement was made with myself, to hold a pro- 
tracted meeting in the place of Mrs. M's residence, 
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80 soon as it would suit my convenience. The pious 
mother, exceedingly anxious for the conversion of 
her long absent and beloved sons, made it a matter 
of special prayer, that the Providence of God would- 
so order matters that the visit of her sons, and the 
contemplated meeting, might take place at the same 
time. The young men came ; remained several days, 
and then said they must return. They fixed on Fri- 
day night, when they must go without fail, in the 
stage. Poor mother ! the meeting to which she looked 
forward with so much anxiety, had not commenced. 
The minister had not arrived. It seemed as if her 
prayers had availed nothing. On the morning of the 
day fixed for their departure she was told that the 
minister was come, and the first sermon would be 
preached that very night. How tantalizing! But 
mark the ingenuity of a pious mother! Having^ 
ascertained that the stage would not go that evenings 
until 9 or 10 o'clock, she entreated her sons to gA^ta 
church, and there remain until the sounding of the 
i^age horn should summon them away. I believe 
that most mothers would have said, I have not seen 
my sons for a long time ; I may never see them any 
more. I believe I will not go to church myself^ this 
evening. I will enjoy their company, as long as I 
can. But no ! Had she not offered special prayer 
that they might be present and receive a blessing 
at that meeting ? ^^ Come, my sons, go with me to 
church this evening, and hear what you can.'' They 
yielded. They went; and that night God answered 
the mother's prayers. Both were brought under 
powerful conviction. Near the closing of the ser- 
vices of the sanctuary, the sounding of the stage horn 
was heard, sure enough. According to arrangement 

24 
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tiiey hurried away to the office — but, behold! the 
stage was full ! They were obliged to remain until 
Monday following. On the Sabbath we had a most 
solemn time. When the anxious were invited to 
come forward, or kneel at their «eat, if they desired 
the prayers of God's people, (according to the custom 
of that place,) several immediately knelt at their 
seats. Two young men came forward and kneeled 
near the desk-^nd only two, I saw an elderly lady 
at some distance, rise, and leaning forward, she fast- 
ened her tearful eyes upon them. It was the mother, 
and these young men were her sons! Many eyes 
were fixed upon her, but nobody said, Madam, sit 
down. — No ! It was a sacred sight. . Heaven bless 
the mother! Let her stand. Let her look on. O! 
it was worth an angePs visit from the skies ! That 
day both of these young men obtained a joyful hope. 
Verily, it would have touched a heart of rock to have 
seen the sons, both of them throwing their arms 
around the neck of their beloved mother— now a thou- 
sand times dearer than ever — and telling her that the 
Lord had heard her prayers, and blessed them, as 
they hoped, with his forgiving love! Verily, tlie 
name of Jesus, in that moment uttered by them, came 
over her with all the sweetness and the power of a 
charm. 

I saw the happy mother. She grasped my hand. 
She wept. The tears which rolled down her cheeks 
were tears of religious joy. For a few moments she 
was silent. When she spoke she blessed God, and 
said, in the very words of Mary, "My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Saviour, for he hath regarded the low estate of 
his hand-maiden.'' Verily, there is a God in the hea- 
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vens who heareth prayer! One of those sons, I am 
told, is now a preacher. Take another case. 

2. Whilst a meeting of much interest was going 
on in a certain country town in Virginia, Mr. K., a 
pious young man, selected a young lawyer who was 
a noted scorner, and made him the subject of special 
prayer. About two days afterwards the young law- 
yer came to the house where the pastor was. I my- 
self was in the same house at the time, but being par- 
ticularly engaged, I requested the pastor to speak to 
him. " 0," says he, " he is not serious.'' Yes, I re- 
plied, he must be, or he would not come here. "I 
know him better than you do,'' said the pastor, ^* he 
is a scorner. There is no hope of him." The young 
lawyer was permitted to depart, I believe, without a 
single religious remark having been made to him. 
My conjectures were true. He was then under awa- 
kening influences. 

Perhaps two weeks after that, this young lawyer, 
now rejoicing in Christ, was riding along the road on 
bis way to a protracted meeting, about to be held in 
an adjacent county. Before he reached the place, he 
fell in with another young man, Mr. P., going to 
the same meeting. Religious conversation was intro- 
duced, and the awakened lawyer spoke freely of the 
change of views and feelings which he had expe- 
rienced, and ascribed them, under God, to the prayers 
of his friend, Mr. E., who had selected him as the 
subject of special prayer. « Ah !" said Mr. P., " I 
had friends once who used to pray for me; but I have 
been so careless, so wicked, they do not think it worth 
while to pray for me now. They have all given me 
up. There is not an individual I suppose on earth 
who remembers me in prayer." " yes," replied 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



964 APPENDIX. 

die young ^wyer, " there is one, I know.^^ « Who 
is it V^ quickly asked Mr. P. " The very same who 
prayed for me has made you the subject of special 
prayer/' "Is it possible!^' said Mr. P., and thiow- 
iog hioMelf back, he had well nigh &Ilen from the 
horse upon which he was riding. From that nooment 
he waked up to the claims of hb undying souL A 
few days after, with great joy, he was telling to those 
around what a dear Saviour he had found. Blessed 
be God, the effectual fervent prayer of a righteo.us 
man availeth much. Take another case. 

3. During a protracted meeting held in S—y Alaba- 
ma, two daughters of Zion met every day to pray 
together for their beloved hustonds, who were highly 
respectable, but strangers to God's converting grace. 
One was a nu>ralisty so called; the other an avowed 
infidel. Before the meeting closed, both of those were, 
I believe, soundly converted. The latter died some 
time after in great triumph; the former iu)ntinues to 
this day, if I mistake not, a much valued member of 
the church of Chmi with which he first united him- 
self. 

4. A meeting which led to some important and 

happy results^ took place some years since in , 

Georgia. Religion was at a low ebb in that place. 
There were sad jarrings amongst those who were 
taught by their Master to bve one another. The first 
sermon was preached on Saturday evening. On the 
Sabbath we had a pretty large congregation, and sonae 
considerable interest was manifested; but right melan* 
eholy was it on Monday, to see how few eame to the 
nnctuary. Se^icelyan^jjut^females. The men of 
It^ place, generally, seemed. to take no interest in 
the meeting whatever; iiay, some of them opposed, 
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and even forbid their families attending. The meet- 
ing, however, went on, and of a truth the Lord was 
with us. By Wednesday morning something likd 
ten females were hopefully converted, but not a sin- 
gle male, man or boy. Indeed, up to that hour we 
saw scarcely a single unconverted man (particularly 
during the day) in the church. We were not discour- 
aged — we resolved to hold on. That morning, at the 
prayer-meeting which preceded preaching, those pre- 
sent, (and a precious band it was,) were reminded, 
of what indeed they knew full well, that the men 
were still uninterested. The case of Paul was stated, 
who went to the place where prayer was wont to be 
made, and spake to certain women that resorted there, 
and the glorious results were also brought to their re- 
collection, and they were urged to offer lip special and 
incessant prayer for the men. After preaching that 
morning there was much whispering. One said to 
another, as they were returning to their houses, « Did 
you see Captain H. at church this morning ?'' "Yes.*' 
"What brought him there V^ " I don^ know, but I 
certainly saw him." In the afternoon Captain H. was 
there again — and at night ! The next morning also ! 
" Why what is the matter? Captain H. come three 
times a day ! Weil, this is strange !" But who is 
Captain H. ? Why, a man of the world — a man of 
considerable influence, and supposed to be a skeptic. 
Moreover, a very firm and courageous man, who a 
few weeks before had arrested a man when the she- 
riff, with all the force that he could get, could not ar- 
rest him. This is the man who, manifestly in answer 
to the prayers of the people of God, is brought to the 
sanctuary, and there led to consider his latter end. 
In the afternoon of Thursday he came again. Upon 
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the close of the sermon, great seriousness being visi- 
ble, the anxious were invited to kneel at their seats if 
they desired to be prayed for. Immediately Captain 
H. dropped upon his knees, and two others were at 
liis side. The thing was soon noised abroad, and the 
men began to flock in wonderfully. ^* Captain H. is 
becoming religious.*' " You don't sa/ so ! Well, I 
will go and see.'* Soon Divine influences began to 
rest upon the men in a remarkable manner, and in a 
short time we had the happiness of seeing, among 
others, as many as eight or ten men who had pro- 
fessed to have found the Saviour precious to their 
souls. Captain H. has since become an active Chris- 
tian, and a superintendent of the Sabbath School in 
that place. 

" It 8haii*t be said that praying breath 
Was ever spent in vain." 

WHEK THE LORD TURNED AGAIN OUR CAPTIVITY, WE 
WERE LIKE THEM THAT DREAMED. 

1. During the great revival in B — , Mr. F., a talented 
lawyer, was numbered amongst the converts. His 
case was a very clear and delightful one. He was 
one of several, who, brought in at that time, have de- 
voted themselves to the gospel ministry. Already has 
Mr. F. entered the ministry — already has he been in- 
strumental in winning many souls to Christ. Imme- 
diately after his conversion, I called upon him. He 
was upon the mount! With a countenance radiant 
with delight, he grasped my hand, and exclaimed, 
^^O, sir, I have an ocean of joy!" 

2. When Mr. P. (the young man mentioned in the 
previous article,) obtained a hope of an interest in a 
Saviour's blood, he seemed to be one of the happiest 
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creatures on earth. Every thing was new; every 
thing , delightful — ^the trees waving in the forest, 
the birds carolling in the groves, the sun shining in 
the heavens, and the dew drops sparkling with the 
beams of the morning, — all seemed to congratulate 
him upon his surprising and happy change. Stand- 
ing, as it were, in a new world, he remarked, <<I am 
a happy man ! I have had more happiness in one 
half hour since my conversion, than I thought I should 
have even in heaven V^ 

3. At a meeting in Florida, Mr. A., who had been 
a disciple of Fanny Wright, and a very profane man, 
was happily brought, to feel his need of a Saviour. 
After very pungent convictions, he obtained a joyful 
hope. But the transition from the gloom of infidelity 
to the brightness of gospel day, was so great that 
he was literally like one that dreamed. He could 
scarcely believe that such a sinner as he had been, 
could find mercy ! It was almost too good to be true. 
Surely it must be a dream ! But, no — ^it is a blessed 
reality ! In this frame of mind, I recollect, he entered 
the inquiry meeting, one day, and every now and then, 
indulged in some exclamation of joy. As there were 
a number of interesting persons present, who were 
only a little serious, I was fearful lest they might be 
prejudiced by such things; and in apologizing for Mr. 
A., I made a remark of this kind, that it was not at 
all surprising if a young convert should be almost wild 
with joy. Was not Archimedes wild with joy, when ho 
had found out how to solve a certain problem? And, 
continued I, when a man of the world has drawn a 
prize in the lottery — twenty-five thousand dollars, for 
instance. — Here the converted infidel interrupted me, 
^' Don't say twenty-five thousand dollars,'' said he, 
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Starting from his seat, << don't say twenty-five thousand 
dollars, sir, — say millions, sir, say millions!" 

BEHOLD HOW GOOD AND HOW PLEASANT IT IS FOB BRE« 
THSEN TO DWELL TOGETHER IN UNITY. 

1. During a protracted meeting held in G — , a plea* 
sant summer retreat, in one of our southern ^at^ an 
address was made to those who were professedly the 
people of God. Amongst other things, they were 
exhorted to cherish a spirit of brotherly love, and 
if they had had any quarrel with another, to for- 
give. They were affec^onately urged to psiss an act 
of forgiveness, without delay, and to seize the very 
first opportunity to extend the hand, and to do it cor* 
dially. In about twenty minutes after, while the ser* 
vices were yet going on, an elderly lady rose up, 
passed by me, and gave her hand to another lady. 
I certainly did not expect the exhortation to operate 
so soon, or at least in this way, but verily I was not 
displeased — ^no one was displeased. On the contrary, 
a wave of delicious feeling passed over the whole 
assembly. Many eyes were filled with tears, and 
methinks in that monoent the God of love looked pro- 
pitious down. Mark the sequel! that lady at that 
time had two sons and a daughter, all grown, and 
all yet unconverted. Before the protracted meeting 
closed, she had the unspeakable satisfaction of seeing 
all three rejoicing in the hope of glory ! What is this 
but the broad seal of heaven's approbation ? " Be- 
loved^*' says John, ^* let us love one another, for love 
is of God, and every one that loveth is born of Grod, 
and knoweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth not 
Gcrf, for God is love.'' 

2, I recollect another case which occurred in Vir- 
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ginia. Whilst addressing professors of religion, I, 8is 
my custom was, urged the great duty of forgiveness, 
and in order to give greater effect to my exhortations, 
I stated the case already mentioned, as one pleasing 
to God and worthy of all commendation, and then 
made a remark of this kind : " If there are any pre- 
sent in similar circumstances, let them go and do like- 
wise/' Whilst I was yet speaking, an elder of the 
church reached out his hand over the benches to one 
who sat at some distance, and with much feeling 
said, " Neighbour, here is my hand/' Another elder 
also arose, a man of silvery locks, and hurrying to 
another part of the house, gave his hand to an indi* 
vidual, who grasped it, and said aloud, ^< This is the 
very thing I have long wished for." Need I say that 
a revival followed ! Of a truth we had blessed times. 
How beautiful are the words of the Apostle, " And 
be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
one another, even as Grod for Christ's sake hath for- 
given you." 

3. In , State of , lived a minister of the 

gospel, a man of some considerable wealth and tal- 
ents, but in a wretchedly backslidden state. He had 
itistituted three law suits, two of them against Mr. 
P., an amiable man, and a warm-hearted Christian. 
Eminent lawyers were employed, and the suits were 
of such a nature as, if brought into court, would have 
thrown the whole community into a ferment. Whilst 
matters were in this condition, a revival commenced 
in the neighbourhood. Both were much interested. 
The minister began to feel that he had indulged too 
much of a contentious spirit. Receiving, moreover, 
a letter at this time from a connexion of his, recently 
converted, he wept, was completely softened down^ 
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and forthwith gave directions to his lawyers to drop 
the suits. The very next morning, if I mistake not, 
be went to a prayer meeting, where he met Mr. .P., 
offered him his hand, and told him that he should 
prosecute his suits no further. Mr. P., much affected, 
threw himself upon his shoulders, and wept aloud. 
! it was a scene of thrilling interest. Methinks 
hovering ajigels looked in each other's faces, smiled, 
and began to chant David's beautiful psalm : 

<^ Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for bre- 
thren to dwell together in unity ! It is like the pre- 
cious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon 
the beard, even Aaron's beard : that went down to 
the skirts of his garments; As the dew of Hermon, 
and as the dew that descended upon the mountains 
of Zion : for there the Lord commanded the blessing, 
even life for evermore." 

4. I recollect yet another case. During the pro- 
gress of a delightful meeting in a country church in 
East Tennessee, having occasion to speak on the sub- 
ject of forgiving injuries, I stated one or two of the 
preceding cases, and then, in substance spoke as fol- 
lows : ^' I know nothing of the state of things in this 
church, for I am here only as a stranger, in a strange 
land. I know not whether there has been any diffi- 
culty or variance between any now present Neither 
your beloved pastor nor any other person has said a 
word to me on the subject, but drawing a bow at a 
venture, I will repeat a remark which I am in the 
habit of making in many places : — Is there a person 
in the world with whom you would not shake hands? 
If so, I solemnly charge you now, in the presence of 
God and his elect angels, and before Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appear- 
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ing and his kingdom — I solemnly charge you, pass 
an act of forgiveness this moment, and seize the ear- 
liest opportunity to extend the hand in token of for- 
giveness. * Beloved/ continued I, Met us love one 
another, for love is of God, and every one that loveth 
is born of God and knoweth God ; he that loveth not, 
knoweth not God ; for God is love.' *' Saying these 
jthings, in a few moments I pronounced the benedic- 
tion, and as the congregation were beginning to dis- 
perse, two gentlemen,* who had, it seems, been literal- 
ly at swords' points, looked at each other, and rushed 
into each other's embrace, weeping abundantly. ! 
it was a lovely and touching sight ! It was the 
triumph of grace over corrupt human nature. Surely 
religion comes to bless and not to curse. It comes to 
change hearts, to convert the lion into a lamb, the 
vulture into a dove. 

WHERE SIN ABOUNDED, GEACE DID MUCH KOBE ABOUND. 

1. Some time ago, a meeting of several days con- 
tinuance, was held in 6 — , a pleasant summer retreat 
in South Carolina. Awakening influences went 
abroad upon the people almost from its very com- 
mencement. To increase the solemnity, the Provi- 
dence of God concurred with the preaching of the 
word. Death upon the pale horse came and took 
away a victim. A young lawyer was cut down in 
the midst of his years ! All classes of persons now 
seemed to be aroused to a concern for their undying 
souls. There was one young man, however, the only 
son of his mother, and she a widow, who took his 

* One some time before bad actually attempted to take the 
life of the other. 
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Stand openly on the side of opposition. He was an 
avowed infidel. He threatened to lay the hand of 
violence upon the ministers, and once made this 
remark: "When I die I will go to hell, and make a 
row there, and drive the Almighty from his throne !'* 
How impious! How daring! That evening he went 
to church, and as usual, endeavoured to make sport 
of what was said from the pulpit. It pleased God^ 
however, to send a word like an arrow to his heart. 
His sins flashed upon his view. He literally trem- 
bled upon his seat, and after the benediction was pro- 
nounced, he came up to me, grasped my hand, and 
with great anxiety asked what he must do to be 
saved? It was but another case of the Philippian 
jailor, and I could do no better than reply in the 
words of the Apostle, " Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved/' Two days after 
this, I saw him, all joy and peace in believing. ! it 
would have done any one good to have seen his dear 
mother throwing her arms around him, and saying, 
in the joy of her heart, " This my son was dead and 
is alive again, was lost and is found !" Subsequently 
this young man went to the north, to prepare to 
preach " the glorious gospel of the blessed God." 
2. A few weeks after the meeting just mentioned, 

one of a similar kind was held at , about fifty 

miles distant. The first sermon was preached on 
Tuesday night, and by Thursday afternoon the waters 
were troubled, and a goodly number had stepped into 
the pool. There was one man, however, who had no 
idea of such " carryings on.^^ He was a very irce- 
ligious man, and although he heard perhaps every 
sermon, he liked none of them, but generally returned 
from church in a rage. On Thursday evening I was 
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invited to take tea at the house where be lodged. 
When he heard it he was angry. When he saw me 
coming, he, as I have been told, swore terribly. On 
entering the house I was introduced by a friend, who 
immediately retired. Left alone with this man, I 
confess I felt very awkwardly fixed, and scarcely 
knowing what to say, I made a remark of this kind : 
<* Well, sir, I think we have had a very interesting 
meeting this afternoon.^' Immediately he burst into 
tears, crying aloud, "Mercy! mercy! Lord have 
mercy upon me !^' " Shall I pray for you, my dear 
sir?'* said L "Most willingly, most willingly,^' re- 
plied he. When I finished praying, he seemed so 
bowed down he could scarcely rise from his knees. 
That night there was no rest for him. The next day 
he was found amongst the anxious — a few days after, 
amongst the people of God ! and is now, it seems, a 
valuable member of the church. God be praised! 

3. The case of Dr. B., brought in at the eleventh 
hour, is yet more remarkable. Licensed by the Pres- 
bytery of , in the year 1793, he preached a few 

sermons, (he entered the ministry purely, it seems, to 
please his parents,) then abandoned the ministry and 
became a deist. In the year 1797, he declared him- 
self an atheist. From that period, and for many a long 
year afterwards, eVen until his locks became hoary 
with age, he waged open war with the God of the 
Bible. I had heard much of Dr. B. as a man of in- 
fluence, and one who had done immense mischief. I 
confess my curiosity was excited to see the man. At 
a protracted meeting held at M*—, Dr. B. was present. 
He was awakened-*^was brought under deep and 
pungent conviction. I conversed with him. He was 
in an awful state of mind; for, though evidently under 
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Divine influences, he had a great many objections to 
the Bible — quarrelled with Moses — did not like his 
account of the creation of the world. "Dr. B./' said 
I, at last, << if you will indulge such a disposition to 
cavil, there is no need to say any thing more to you, 
sir/' I immediately changed the conversation. The 
next morning at prayer-meeting, the Dr. requested 
permission to make a remark. Permission was grant- 
ed. He arose, with much emotion, and said, <<My 
friends, I have been a most flagitious sinner." He 
went on in this strain for about ten minutes, and then 
sat down in great distress of mind. It was a most 
affecting sight! That day, I think it was, he was 
brought to the very borders of despair. ** There is no 
hope,'' said he; "Saul of Tarsus cannot be compared 
with me — I must be damned!" "0 no," said I, " the 
blessed Jesus is both able and willing to save you." 
" No, sir," replied he, with great emotion, " there is 
no possibility of my salvation — I must be damned." 
About 10 o'clock he was conducted into his chamber. 
I slept in the same room ; but there was no sleep for 
Dr. B. He felt that he was a lost sinner ! Tossing 
himself about in the bed, he sighed, and groaned, and 
wept. . All was dark and cheerless to his soul until 
about one o'clock, when he spoke aloud, and calling 
me by name, said, " Mr. B. are you awake ?" When 
informed — " 0, sir," exclaimed he, " I feel a change ! 
I can accept of the Saviour now ! If Jesus Christ does 
not save me, I am damned for ever ! I am happy ! I 
am happy ! I would not part with my present feel- 
ings for ten thousand worlds." " Well," said I, " Dr. 
B. I suppose you can say, *0 to grace, how great a 
debtor.' " Clapping his hands together, he exclaimed 
with great emphasis, " The very thing, sir, the very 
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thing !" As he said this, he arose and began to dress 
himself. No sun had yet lighted up the eastern hori^ 
zon, but what was better still, the Star of Hope had 
risen upon his soul ! 

** Brightest star that ever rose, 
Sweetest star that ever shone." 

The next day, in the presence of the great congre- 
gation, he presented himself as a miracle of grace, and 
told what the Lord had done for his soul. I suspect, 
that moment angels in heaven struck a note loud and 
long, rich and sweet. Some ten years after this, I men- 
tioned this case to a certain lady in conversation. — 
"0 Sir," said she, "Dr. B. is my brother-in-law." 
"Indeed! said I. Well, is he still alive?" "Yes," 
said she, "he is still alive." " And, Madam," con- 
tinued I, how does he hold on ?" " 0, very well," 
said she, "very well; he is a member of the church, 
and a useful member, top." Surely grace is triumph- 
ant, and reigns like a conqueror. 

MATERNAL INFLUENCE. 

Some few years since, when in Texas, I unexpect- 
edly lighted upon a military post. The soldiers, so 
far as their spiritual interests were concerned, had 
been sadly neglected. No one had preached to them, 
nor had any one, it seems, given them a single Bible 
or tract — ^no man cared for their souls. Having ob- 
tained permission of the commander, I preached seve- 
ral times to them. On one occasion, in the midst of 
my discourse, I observed — ^^* Soldiers ! most of you, I 
suppose, are from the United States, and are perhaps 
entirely regardless of the interests of your souls ; but 
I wonder if some of you have not pious mothers at 
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home; who have loved you, and prayed for you, aye, 
Md hay^ hept on your account.'^ Having made these, 
or very similar remarks, I cast my eyes rapidly over 
the faces of those before me, and observed one who 
was exceedingly wrought upon. Every muscle of 
his face seemed to be moved, and the tears began to 
trickle down his cheeks. Then addressing him parti- 
cularly — ^^* Soldier !'* said I, "come here — I want to 
talk with you." Sure enough, he immediately fol- 
lowed me, and when we had gone ^ little way off— 
'* Soldier!'^ said I, "tell me — Have not you a pious 
mother V^ Bursting into a flood of tears — ^' Yes, sir,'' 
said he, " I have a very pious mother, a member of 
the Methodist church in Pennsylvania.'' Here he 
wept aloud — so loud that he might have been heard 
a very considerable distance. After pointing out the 
way of salvation to him, through a crucified Saviour, 
as clearly as I could, I left him. Some two or three 
days after I called again, and found him rejoicing in 
the hope of glory. He had found his mother's Sa- 
viour and his mother's God ! Heaven bless mothers, 
pious mothers, all the world over ! and let all the an- 
gels of God say Amen. Thank God, I too had a 
pious mother. 



THE END. 
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